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The Salmon and Sea Trout Rivers 
of England and Wales 



Chapter I 

THE DWYFAWR AND THE DWYFACH 
THE ERCH AND THE SOCH 

/^F these two streams, with a drainage area of forty-eight 
square miles, which unite just before they fall into the 
sea at Tremadoc Bay a little to the west of Criccieth, there 
is not a great deal to be said from the sewin and salmon 
point of view. The ** Fawr " rises from the southern slopes 
of the high hill of Garneddgoch and passes Dolbenmaen 
and Llanystundwy, while the ** Fach " rises on the west side 
and flows for much of its course by the railway from 
Carnarvon, with no place of any importance on its banks. 
All the above streams can be cast from the banks, though 
stockings may be useful for crossing and recrossing. Up 
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2 THE SALMON RIVERS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

till 1900 they had been badly poached, but since then a 
new Board of Conservators has taken them in hand and is 
doing good work; they all hold salmon and sewin, and 
the former have been poached up to the weight of 40 lbs. ; 
none of these streams suffer, to speak of, from pollutions or 
obstructions. 

1874. A Board of Conservators was formed, and 6 rod 
licences issued at 21^. 

From 1875 to 1885 the rod licences averaged but 5 
per annum : at this time night poaching was rampant. 

1887. 2 rod licences only, and the gross revenue from 
licences of all sorts only amounted to ;^I7. 2^. od.\ 

1888. I licence at 21^., 3 at 10^. 6^. monthly. 

1889. 5 „ 21^., 2 at \os. 6d. „ 

1890. In this year supervision was abandoned; the 
poachers did as they liked, and the public fished where they 
pleased without any licences. 

1 89 1. It was represented to the Inspector of Fisheries 
** that the South Carnarvonshire District is now, and has 
been for some time, unpreserved and entirely at the mercy of 
poachers generally. During the current season splendid speci- 
mens of salmon, * sneaked,' were hawked pretty openly for 
sale nearly every week at Portmadoc, Criccieth, and the 
neighbourhood. No keepers are employed, for want of funds. 
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though several appeals for subscriptions in aid have been 
made to those who it was thought most likely would support 
the preservation of the rivers, but with very scant response." 
Proposals were also made by Mr. J. W. Norman, a visitor 
to the neighbourhood, to form an Association for the protec- 
tion of the rivers, but they fell flat, and apathy reigned 
supreme throughout the district. Mr. Norman stated that he 
knew for a fact that more than 100 salmon were gaffed or 
speared in less than one mile of the Dwyfawr in the first 
week of November, 1891. 

This state of affairs continued up to 1899, when the 
Board of Conservators was reconstituted, and fresh efforts 
made to preserve the rivers of the district. 

1900. A very few salmon were caught by rod late in the 
autumn, and more fish were seen on the spawning beds than 
for many years, i rod licence at 21^.; 5 weekly at 5^. ; 
3 day at i^. 

1 901. 2 licences at 21^.; 2 at icxr., month; 2 weekly 
at 5^. ; 3 day at 2^. 

1902. 3 licences at 21^.; 7 day licences at 2^.; 102 trout, 
season, at 7^.; 33 trout, month, at 5^.; 201 trout, week, at 2^. 

Chairman of Board: Sir H. J. Ellis-Nanney, Bt., Gwyn- 
fryn, Criccieth. Clerk: Mr. David Jones. Snowdon Street, 
Portmadoc. 
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Close time for nets, 15th September to ist March; for 
rods, 15th November to ist March. 

The Erch drains fifty-one square miles and falls into the 
sea at Pwllheli. The Soch has a course of about eight 
miles, in which it drains thirty-three square miles, and falls 
into the west side of Tremadoc Bay about ten miles to the 
south of the Erch. It remains to be seen what the New 
Board and better preservation will do for these pretty 
streams : a trout licence has been imposed, and it is gratifying 
to see that while the salmon rod licences have only returned 
;^3. 18^., the returns of these latter amount to no less than 
;^6i. 12^., making up the income of the Board to over ;^85, 
so that matters have a decidedly hopeful aspect. 
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Chapter 1 1 

THE SEIONT, GWRFAI AND LLYNFI 

The Seiont falls into the south end of the Menai Straits, 
with Carnarvon Castle at its exit. It has but a course of 
fifteen miles or thereabouts, but as it takes the overflow of 
four small lakes its water volume in times of rain is con- 
siderable. Flowing from the north-eastern slopes of Snowdon 
it rushes through the Pass of Llanberris, its two upper lakes 
being closed by falls against salmon. On emerging from 
the Pass it expands into Llyn Peris, where the trout angling 
is preserved for visitors to the ''Victoria" Hotel at the 
Llanberris end of the lake ; after a further run of a few 
hundred yards it expands into Llyn Padarn or Llanberris 
Lake, which is about three-and-a-half miles long. Both Peris 
and Padarn hold trout and char, while salmonicUe can ascend 
for about three miles above Peris, it is to be feared only to 
be poached by the slate miners. On quiting Padarn the river 
runs wide and slow for some two miles, but below that it 
quickens up and there are plenty of rapid runs over its 
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6 THE SALMON RIVERS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

slatey bed. From the end of the slow-running water to the 
tideway, sewin are to be met with after the end of June ; 
many are caught by fishing at night; wading stockings will 
be wanted. From the middle of September to middle of 
November, when the rod season ends, is the best time for 
salmon, which were formerly in fair numbers, but which in 
the last few years have much diminished, probably by 
poaching in the close time in the Menai Straits with small- 
mesh nets, used ostensibly for catching sea fish, and by the 
poaching of the spawning fish by the quarrymen. The 
ordinary small standard patterns of salmon and sea trout 
flies will kill, and at times the sewin take the March Brown 
well. A Board of Conservators was formed in 1867, and 
under their good management the Seiont improved rapidly, 
and continued to hold its own up till a few years ago, when 
deterioration set in, which was doubtlessly helped by the 
phenomenal dryness of recent summers. 

1869. A very dry season; a very few salmon netted 
in June. The main run is in September and October ; grilse 
run in August and September, sea trout from end of June. 
There were 17 salmon rod licences issued at los. 6d. 

1870. About 3,000 lbs. of salmon and sewin netted. 
90 salmon were taken by the rods, all of them over 6 lbs. 
in weight. 24 rod licences at 10^. 6d. 
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1 87 1. About 300 salmon netted of 9 lbs. each. There 
was a prolonged drought and only about fourteen days* 
angling at end of season ; one rod had 22 fish. 10 rod 
licences at \os. 6d, 

1872. The improvement of the river continued and was 
mainly due to the energy with which Mr. H. P. Manley 
attacked the poachers ; sixteen persons were convicted and 
fined. No less than forty-three nets, with numerous spears 
and gaffs, have been seized in the last three years. Early 
in the spring two fresh run fish were seen by Mr. J. D. 
Whitehead, the Chairman of the Board. 61 salmon were 
caught in the Seiont by rod. 13 rod licences at 20s. 

1873. ^50 salmon caught by rod by 19 licencees at 20s. 

1874. 22 rod licences at 20^. 

1875. 28 ,, „ 20s. 

1876. 20 „ „ 205. 

1877. One netsman had 33 fish weighing 260 lbs., 
the others refused to give any information. Rod licence 
raised to 305.; 12 were issued. One of them had 27 sewin, 
from I to 2 lbs., in a short time. 

1878. A poor season all round. The netters attribute 
the falling off to the very dry summer and the large number 
of porpoises in the Straits, which chased the salmon from 
Carnarvon Bay, where they were plentiful until June, when 
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the porpoises appeared. 24 salmon and 158 sewin caught 
by 19 licencees at 305.; heaviest fish 12 lbs. 

1879. The nets took 300 salmon averaging 8 lbs. each; 
the 15 rod licencees at 305. each took about 100 salmon 
of 8 lbs. each, and about 400 sewin of i lb. each. 

1880. 22 rod licences at 30?.; one rod had 24 fish, no 
other more than 8, and some none at all. A fish of 32 lbs. 
killed by an otter. 

1 88 1. Five nets took 380 salmon weighing 5,550 lbs.; 
the other three nets declined to make any return. Fifteen 
rods took 44 salmon weighing 362 lbs. and about 300 sewin 
weighing 300 lbs. There were twenty convictions obtained 
against poachers. 

1882. Four nets took 815 fish weighing 4,908 lbs.; the 
other 4 nets declined to make any return, but it can be 
roughly estimated that their take was only slightly less. The 
rods took 73 salmon 511 lbs.; and 598 sea trout averaging 

1 lb. each. 19 season licences at 305., 16 weekly at 5^., 

2 day at 2^. td. Trout licences: 277 at 5^., 64 weekly at 
2^. 6^., 141 day at i^. 

1883. Nets took 1,359 fish = 10,794 lbs. Rods took 130 
fish 10 lbs. average, and 474 sewin. 20 season licences at 
30^. ; 16 weekly at 5^. ; 2 day at 2s. 6d. Trout licences : 
374 at 5^.; 52 weekly at 2s. 6d. ; 154 day at is. The funds 
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derived from the trout licences enabled the Conservators to 
place extra bailiffs on the shores of the Menai Straits. 

1884. Nets took 1,370 fish = 9,998 lbs. Rods took 59 
fish of 10 lbs. average, and 309 sewin. Salmon rod licence 
reduced from 305. to 21^. 32 issued at 215.; 10 at \os. 6d. ; 

4 at 2s. 6d. 

1885. The riparian owners complained loudly of the 
capture of salmon in the close time by the netters of the 
Straits. 4 nets took 1,116 fish = 9,483 lbs. ; 4 nets made no 
return. Rods took 71 fish 11 lbs. average. 25 rod licences 
at 21^.; 5 at 10^. 6d. ; 10 at 5^.; 3 at 2^. 6d. There was 
a good deal of disease. 

1886. Seven nets took 655 fish = 4,496 lbs. No returns 
from three others. Rods took 74 fish 9 lbs. average, and 
about 100 sewin. 19 rod licences at 21^. ; 5 at 10^. 6^. ; 4 
at 5^. ; 2 at 2^. 6d. Trout licences : 349 at 5^. ; 51 at 2s. 6d. ; 
131 at IS. 

1887. 1*172 fish taken by 5 nets at Carnarvon = 7,247 lbs.; 
the weirs and the 5 nets at Menai Bridge made no return. 
24 licences at 21^. ; 5 at 105. 6d. ; 3 at 5^. ; 4 at 2^. 6d. 

1888. The best netting season for very many years; 

5 nets took 1,964 fish = 14,214 lbs., sewin weight included; 
7 others made no returns. Rods took 118 of about 9 lbs. 
average and 400 sewin. 26 rod licences at 215. ; 5 at 10^. 6d. ; 
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4 at 5^. ; 3 at 2^. 6^. Eleven convictions obtained against 
poachers. 

1889. A poor angling season. Nets took 1,189 fish = 
11,644^ lbs. Rods took 71 fish = 42of lbs. 29 licences at 
20^. ; 9 at I05. 6^. (for the Llynfi, Cefni, and Braint only). 
Fourteen convictions for poaching. 

1890. A poor season all round. Nets took 1,200 fish = 
6,82 1 J lbs. Licences much the same in number as in year 
previous. A good deal of disease. 

1 89 1. A wet season made good angling. Nets took 
1,311 fish = 11,226^ lbs. Rods took 140 fish = 9 lbs. average. 
23 licences at 21^. ; 12 at 10^. 6rf. ; 3 at 5^. ; 4 at 2s. 6d. 

1892. Nets took 1,063 fish = 8,915^ lbs. Rods took 
135 fish = 1,146 lbs. 30 licences at 21s. \ 7 at 10^. 6d.\ 10 
weekly at 5^. ; 2 day at 2^. 6d. 

1893. Very dry, and worst season for several years. 
Nets took 761 fish = 5,673 lbs. Rods took 33 fish = 201 lbs. 
23 licences at 21s. \ 6 at 10^. 6d. ; 4 at 55. ; 4 at 2^. 6d, 

1894. Below the average. Nets took 682 fish = 9 lbs. 
average. Rods took 39 fish =10 lbs. average. The number 
of licences issued much the same as previous year. 

1895. Good netting, but poor angling, on account of 
drought. Nets took 833 fish = 7,567 lbs. 

1896. Another poor rod season. Nets took 781 fish = 
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6,560 lbs. 16 licences at 21^. ; 7 at icxr. 6rf. ; 3 monthly at 
I ay. 6^. ; 4 weekly at 55. ; 2 day at 2^. 6rf. 

1897. Again a poor season, both for nets and rods. Nets 
took 374 fish = 3,112 lbs. No change in number of rod 
licences from previous year. 

1898. One of the worst seasons on record; nets took 
320 fish = 3,140 lbs. II licences at 215.; 9 at \os. 6d.\ i at 
5^.; 4 at 2s. 6d. Trout licences: 413 at 5^.; 47 weekly at 
2S. 6d. ; 107 day at i^. 

1899. Another very bad season; nets took 385 fish = 
3,108 lbs. 5 licences at 21s, \ 5 Llynfi at los. 6d.\ 5 monthly 
at los, 6d. ; 2 at 5^. ; 6 at 2^. 6d. The trout rod licences 
brought in ;^I03. 5^. as against ;^i i. 15^. of salmon rod licences. 

1900. Again a very poor season all round; nets took 
only 186 fish = 1,484 J lbs. Salmon rod licences produced 
;^I4. 13^. 6d.\ trout rod licences ;^ii5. 13^. 6d. 

1 90 1. Another very bad season; nets took 284 fish = 
2,08 1 J lbs. 15 licences at 21^.; 13 at los. 6d. ; 4 at 2s. 6d.; 
total ;^23. iSy 6d.; trout licences produced ;^'i28. is. 

1902. Below average; nets took 397 salmon weighing 
3,115^ lbs.: 10 licences for whole district at 2u. ; 4 licences 
for Llynfi at los. 6d, ; 2 licences for Braint and Cefni at 
105. 6d. ; 3 licences (month) at los. 6d. ; 6 licences (week) 
at 2s. 6d. ; 701 trout licences. 
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Chairman of Board of Conservators: Captain N. P. 
Stewart, Bryntirion, Port Dinorwic. Clerk: Mr. R. P. Grif- 
fiths, Bangor Street, Carnarvon. 

Close time for nets, from September 15th to March ist; 
for rods, from November 15th to March ist. 

The Gwrfai, or Bantwewydd as it is sometimes called, falls 
into the sea a few miles to the south of the Seiont, and since 
1887 has been the source of the Carnarvon water supply. 
It flows from Llyn Cwellyn at the foot of the western slopes 
of Snowdon ; it has but a run of some ten miles and expands 
into another small lake halfway between Cwellyn and the sea ; 
it flows rapidly to Nant Mill, when its course becomes less 
impetuous and the country more open. Three miles below 
Llanwnda it falls into the sea at Forrhyd Bay ; it holds a 
few salmon and more sewin. 

The Llynfi lies to the south of the Gwrfai, not far from 
Penygroes Station, and is of much the same character. 

The Ogwrn falls into Beaumaris Bay at Bangor; a thin, 
quiet, winding stream in its upper reaches and quite in the 
open. As it reaches the Bethesda slate quarries its banks 
become wooded, and below them it forms a series of small 
cascades and winds alternately amidst woods and green spaces 
until it reaches Penrhyn Castle with its square tower, a 
landmark for many miles around. 
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Chapter III 

THE CONWAY 

The Conway rises from Llyn Conway on the southern 
borders of Carnarvonshire, soon to form for the rest of its 
course the march between that County and Denbighshire, 
while the old road from Bettws-y-coed to Festiniog runs 
alongside the river. About half-way between Bettws-y-coed 
and the Lledr junction, there is an impassable fall of some 
thirty feet in height, and therefore it is only below this that 
the river concerns my readers. Below Bettws-y-coed the 
rocky banks give place to green meadows, which gradually 
widen as Llanrwst is reached on the right bank, with Earl 
Carrington s beautiful castle of Gwydyr perched on the left 
one ; then, four miles further on, the Conway meets the 
tideway at Trefiew, from whence it gradually opens out into 
a long, winding, expanding, and contracting estuary, and then 
having run a course of thirty miles, in which it has drained 
225 square miles of every variety of country, the river finds 
its way to the sea some eight miles further on. It was 
formerly as famous as the Tay for its pearls, obtained from 
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the large black, fresh-water mussel, so much so, that it is 
on record that Sir Richard Wynn, the former owner of 
Gwydyr Castle, presented the Queen of Charles 11. with a 
Conway pearl, which that lady thought worthy of a place in 
her Crown. The river is also remarkable as being the last 
place in this Kingdom where the beaver existed, and just 
below the Lledr junction there is a pool of great depth still 
called Llyn-y-Afrange, or the Beavers* Pool. 

Up till 1 86 1, the Corporation of Carnarvon fished parts 
of the estuary with stake nets, a method of netting which 
had recently been introduced from the Solway, and as the 
Conway draught nets men did not follow the example of the 
draught net men at Rhyl and Chester, and promptly destroy 
these new inventions, these nets were allowed to work un- 
molested until the i86i Act made them illegal. In 1862 
they were, however, again set up, but only to be cut down 
by the order of the Conservators, which resulted in a futile 
action for damages being brought by the stake net holders. 
At this period, an Angling Association rented the greater 
part of the river between the Falls and the tideway ; the 
close season for rods and nets not commencing until the 
30th November, and thus, when the curtailment ordained by 
the T86t Act was first talked of, the members of the Club 
assured the Conservators that if that became law the rods 
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would get no fish at all ; this assertion, however, proved to 
be entirely erroneous, for when Mr. Ffennall visited the 
river in July, 1862, he saw many clean fish in the pools, 
and more than half-a-dozen had been caught in June, while 
in October it was reported to him that " the quantity of fish 
was prodigious," even to four times more than had ever 
been seen previously. In this year an attempt was made at 
a considerable outlay to ladder the Conway Falls on the 
Forsyth system ; but this effort, as well as all subsequent 
ones have, ended in a total failure, and to this day they 
remain impassable. 

In 1866, a regularly constituted Board of Conservators 
was formed, and net and rod licences were imposed. 

In 1867 the first clean fish was taken by the rod on 
July nth, while no clean fish had ever been caught before 
the end of May. The existing Angling Association was 
composed of twenty-five members at 10 guineas each, with 
a 21^. rod licence duty; as soon as the November angling 
was stopped subscriptions began to dwindle, for under the 
new close time only about half-a-dozen salmon were caught by 
each rod, whereas, when November angling was the custom, 
one rod often took from 50 to 100 fish. Oddly enough, 
October in these parts is often bright and dry, and thus the 
rods have but poor sport in the month that is usually so 
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good elsewhere. There was also at this time a great falling 
off in the stock of salmon, while grilse had nearly disappeared. 
There can be no doubt that the Conway fishes best as a 
late river, for sometimes the kelts are not out of it by the 
middle of May, and often even later. 

1870. 68 rod licences were issued, some at 21^. for the 
season, some at 10^. for the month : the rods took 50 fish, 
all in October. There was a great increase in bull trout. 

1 87 1. 43 rod licences, 7 at 20^., i at 10^., 2 fortnightly 
at 6^., 8 weekly at 3^., 25 day at i^. The anglers com- 
plained loudly that the numbers, the increased size and 
more skilful working of the nets, took every fish that tried to 
enter the river. 

1872. 10 rod licences at 20^., 27 others at various 
rates. Though there was plenty of water in June and July 
only 54 fish were caught in the whole season, of which the 
greater portion — and small fish too — were caught in the Lledr. 

1873. About 245 salmon caught by the rods; the Lledr 
fished very well ; a great increase which spoke significantly 
in favour of the new fishery laws. One salmon was caught 
in June, 6 in July, 12 in August; 14 anglers on the 
Conway river took 1,132 lbs. weight of salmon, nearly all 
m October, 29 lbs. the heaviest, with an average of 9 lbs. 
In the Lledr the rods took 234 fish. Mr. Frank Buckland 
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Stated to the Conservators that he was prepared to advise 
an alteration in the close season, so that it should begin on 
15th September for nets and the 30th November for rods, 
and terminate for both on the ist April. 

At this period twelve tickets for the Gwydyr Estate 
angling were let at ;^io. 10^. each, the proceeds being 
devoted to the improvement and better preservation of the 
river. A staff of seven watchers was employed who prevented 
the quarrymen from coming, as they openly did in 1872, and 
poaching the spawning beds in the Dolwydellan meadows. 
16 rod licences at 20^., 3 at 10^., 30 at 35"., 120 at is. 

1874. 14 licences at 20^., 8 at lar. and 97 others ; the 
Conway rods caught 120 fish weighing 1,735 lt>s. and 242 
" migratory trout," (sea trout and bull trout) ; no returns of 
the Lledr angling, which was not nearly so good as in the 
previous season. 

1875. 17 rod licences at 20^., 105 others. In the 
Conway 69 salmon weighing 786 lbs. were caught, and 175 
migratory trout weighing 250 lbs. A fairly good season on 
the Lledr. 

1876. 88 rod licences at various rates; 120 salmon and 
70 migratory trout were caught in the Conway. 

1877. 14 licences at 205*., 182 others. 188 salmon 
weighing 1,785 lbs. were caught in the Conway. 
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1878. 12 licences at 205., 104 others. The close time 
for rods was altered and ordered to begin on November 15th 
and to continue to 30th April, the use of the gaff was pro- 
hibited after 31st October, and from that date to the 15th 
November all hen fish were to be returned to the water. 




THE STEPPING STONES NEAR LLANRWST. 

At this date Mr. H. R. Sandbach, of Hafodunos, was 
Chairman of the Board of Conservators. 

1879. II licences at 2ar., 121 others. 120 salmon 
caught in the Conway. The owner of the Tan-y-rallt fishery 
of the Lledr had a very good season. 

1880. 13 licences at 205., 99 others. A very poor 
angling season and no returns were made. 
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1 88 1. 13 licences at 20^., 156 others. Upwards of 200 
fish caught in Conway weighing 1,647 lbs. Disease broke 
out rather sharply. 

1882. 14 licences at 20^., 5 at lar., 32 at 3^., 141 at 
i^. 144 fish = 1,560 lbs. caught in Conway. 

1883. 17 licences at 205., 5 at 105., 8i at 3^., 182 at 
i^., 285 in all. Disease virulent. 224 fish weighing 
2,139 lbs. caught in Conway. Poaching much less frequent. 

1884. 12 licences at 205., 121 others. A very dry 
season with disease bad in autumn. Seven convictions for 
poaching. 118 fish weighing 1,186 lbs. caught in Conway. . 

1885. 19 licences at 20^., 9 at 10^., 15 at 6^., 55 at 3^., 
157 at i^., realising ;^44. 2s. for a total of 255 licences. 
Disease still very prevalent. 169 fish = 1,831 lbs. caught in 
Conway. 

1886. 20 licences at 20^., 7 at 10^., 295 others. 15 
convictions for poaching. 227 fish weighing 1,850 lbs. caught 
in Conway. 

1887. A good season for the nets, but a bad one for 
the rods on account of a prolonged drought. Trout licences 
were imposed; 176 at is. for the season, and 39 at dd, per 
day, were issued. 

1888. Number of licences much the same as in previous 
seasons ; disease again broke out sharply ; September and 
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October were very dry months. On the Tan-y-rallt fishery 
of the Lledr, 281 fish were caught weighing 1,942 lbs. 

1889. Salmon rod licences produced £2i1* i^- ; trout rod 
licences produced ;^3. 18^.; nets, &c., licences produced ;^36. 
A drought during June, July, and August, and disease was 
very bad. 126 fish weighing 1,301 lbs., and 149 migratory 
trout totalling 261 lbs., were caught in the Conway. 

1890. 18 licences at 20s. \ 7 at 10^.; 402 others, of 
which 311 were day licences. Trout licences produced 
;^8. 16^. ; very dry from 27th of August to end of September, 
and there was no run of autumn fish to speak of; the 
summer months were wet. 157 salmon = 1,376 lbs., and 
157 migratory trout = 267 lbs. caught in Conway; many 
more trout were actually caught, but it was not possible to 
get returns from the 90 weekly and 311 daily licencees. 

1 89 1. 19 licences at 20^.; 8 at 10^.; 122 at 3^.; 399 
at i^. ; 548 anglers! Trout licences produced £\2. 49, td. 
A very wet season, the only dry time being from 15th Sep- 
tember to 7th October, when the river was dead low, and 
angling at a standstill. More fish had never been seen in 
the Conway; 194 salmon = 1,993^ lbs., and 64 trout = 171J 
lbs., were caught in the Conway, but many more trout were 
taken. The nets took a fish of 48 lbs., and a rod one of 
45 lbs. with the fly, the two heaviest ever caught here. 
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1892. 23 licences at 20^.; 10 at lo^. ; and 451 others. 
They caught in Conway 177 fish = i,796|- lbs., and 205 
trout = 390 lbs. A very wet autumn, and had the river had 
a chance of settling down there would have been many more 
fish taken; disease dying out; only a very few fish went up 
the Lledr. 

1893. Licences in about the same number as last season ; 
a very dry year, but the nets did well. The rods took 122 
fish = 1,491 lbs., and 286 trout = 427 lbs., caught in the 
Conway. 384 trout licences produced ;^i8. 7^. 

1894. 23 licences at 205*. ; 407 others. 447 trout licences 
= ;^2i. 2^. Disease bad and many dead fish taken out and 
buried. There was a great drought from end of August to 
25th October, followed by incessant floods; a very good 
season for nets. The rods caught 92 fish =816 lbs., and 
136 trout = 296 lbs., in the Conway. 

1895. 21 licences at 20^.; 525 others. A very dry 
season; netting good, angling poor; no fish = 1,150 lbs. 
were caught in the Conway. Trout licences had increased 
to 594, producing ;^28. 3^. Colonel Cough, of Caerhun, 
Chairman of the Board of Conservators. 

1896. Fair season for the nets; the worst for rods since 
1 86 1, for there was a drought all the summer, and then, 
when the rain eventually came, there was too much of it, 
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and the fish could never settle properly into the pools. 
84 fish = 1,007 lbs., and 192 trout = 294 lbs., caught on the 
Conway by rods, most of the salmon were taken by prawn ; 
twelve convictions for poaching. 

1897. 26 licences at 20^.; 11 at \os.\ 412 others; 703 
trout licences = ;^34. 9^. Bad for nets and very bad for rods, 
due to unfavourable weather and great scarcity of fish. 38 = 
270 lbs., and 118 trout = 229! lbs., caught by rod in the 
Conway. 

1898. 24 licences at 20s. ; 8 at lor. ; 320 others. Again 
a very bad season all round ; 36 fish = 509 lbs., and 89 trout 
= 120 lbs., caught by rod in the Conway. 

1899. 18 licences at 20s,, 5 at lor., 260 others. 833 
trout licences = ;^40. 7^. 6^/. Another very bad season all 
round; 67 fish = 395 lbs., and 18 trout = 279 lbs., were 
caught by rod in the Conway. For the last decade the salmon 
take had been steadily declining, and the very few fish that 
reached the spawning beds on which formerly hundreds of 
fish could be seen, indicated over-netting rather than poach- 
ing, for the fish never arrived on the spawning beds to be 
poached. The estuary of the Conway is fished by one hang 
net, six seine or draught nets, two fishing weirs, and then 
there is a basket at Tan-y-rallt on the Lledr ; of these the 
hang net is the most destructive, as it kills alike clean fish 
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and kelts, while six draught nets skilfully worked in a narrow 
estuary must inevitably take more than a fair proportion of 
the fish that would enter the river, and this, in spite of the 
** playground ** that has been set apart for them in which to 
disport themselves in times of drought. 

1900. 19 rod licences at 20s. y 8 at lOi*., with 461 others, 
971 trout licences = ;^47. (>s. 6d. A poor netting season, but 
a better one for the anglers; 123 fish = i,oo2|^ lbs., and 94 
trout = 147^ lbs., caught in Conway. 

1901. 21 licences at 20^., 4 at lOi*., with 2iii others; 
an average season for nets, a very poor one for anglers. 

1902. 24 licences at 20^. for season, 4 licences at lOi*. 
for month, 75 licences at 3^. for week, 299 licences at i^. 
for day. 984 trout licences at is. for season ; a bad season. 
Rods caught 74 salmon weighing 648^ lbs., and 155 migra- 
tory trout weighing 191 lbs. 

From the foregoing somewhat depressing statistics, it 
will be gathered that, even as the guns have always beaten 
the supply of game, so have the Conway nets slowly but 
surely beaten the fish, and probably a lengthening of the 
weekly close time, coupled with an extension of the play- 
ground, would be more efficacious in restoring the river than 
any curtailment of the netting or rod season. The extreme 
smallness of the rod licence duty for weekly and daily tickets 
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is also a remarkable feature of this river as compared with 
the charges cheerfully paid elsewhere. Licences to catch 
salmon, sea and bull trout at 35. for a week and at \s. for a 
day, are indeed cheap, and I cannot but think the weekly 
ones might be raised to 5^., and the daily ones to 2^., a 
very trifling rise, which would be no hardship on anyone, 
while it would add considerably to the preservation funds. 
I have not been able to get precise information as to 
whether these day licences are issued chiefly to visitors or 
to natives ; probably the most of them are taken out by the 
latter, but, even if that is not the case, it is yet unlikely 
that the touring anglers would be deterred by the extra 
shilling ; as to the natives they will only pay their shillings 
when the water promises sport and is in fine order, and then 
the take of a few sea trout or an occasional salmon would 
more than recoup them for their additional outlay of an extra 
shilling for the day's licence, at any rate it would be to the 
advantage of the river and all concerned if it was fished 
during the season by 140 day licences at 2s. rather than by 
double the number at \s. 

The two salmon-holding tributaries of the Conway are the 
Llugwy and the Lledr ; the former, with a course of twelve 
miles, drains the lands lying to the north of Moel Siabod, 
while the latter clears those that lie to the south of it. The 
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Lledr, with a course of eleven miles, is by far the best of 
the two streams; the pick of it is owned by Mr. H. D. 
Brandreth, of Lledr House, and, renting other anglings adjoin- 
ing, he has altogether some six miles of the south bank with 
four of the north ; two-and-a-half mUes of this he gives free 
to a local association, chiefly composed of quarrymen. There 
are about thirty pools on his whole fishery, and all of them, 
except one, **The Meadows," are cast from the bank, the 
best perhaps being The Farm Yard, Terrace, Round, New 
Run, Williams, Black, and Rock. May and June are the 
best salmon months. Grilse begin to run in July, and come 
up at intervals until nearly the end of September. The gaff 
may not be carried after October i ; a rod of 14 ft. will 
cover all the water ; the best flies are Silver Doctor, Bull 
Dog, Durham Ranger, Black and Gold, Lledr Fancy, and 
Childers, small in size, and No. i Limerick is considered very 
large. In low water the worm is the best bait-lure. A 
hundred fish should be got in a good season of an average 
weight of 8^ lbs., grilse 4^ lbs., of which a few years ago one 
rod had 86 in the season. A good many sewin come up, 
but few are caught, and those that are taken are generally 
got at dusk and later. The river fishes best in very high 
water, and runs down quickly, though there are a few pools 
that are nearly always in order. The Conway angling of the 
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Gwydir Estate extends for some ten miles on the left bank, 
with pools about a quarter-of-a-mile apart ; some of the best 
are Tyn-y-Cae, Beaver Bridge, Crooked, Aber Llugwy, Ladies' 
Run, and Gower's Bridge ; stockings will suffice for them all, 
flies the same as the Lledr, while the ** Emma " — see Hardy $ 
List — has also done execution. The gaff may not be carried 
after ist October, while it is only on Fridays and Saturdays 
that bait lures are permitted. Salmon average 12 lbs., grilse 
4 lbs. Colonel Johnstone, of Coed Fa, who has fished the 
water for many years, held the record for a long time with a 
fish of 38 lbs., and was only lately beaten by one of 42 lbs. ; 
his best sea trout scaled 13 lbs., and for these fish small 
Silver Doctors and Governors are the most killing. Season 
tickets are £6. 6s. ; others for shorter periods are issued, 
which vary in price according to the season of the year. 

The Ogwen River, which falls into the sea at Bangor, is 
not subject to a Board of Conservators, as practically the 
whole of it is owned by Lord Penrhyn ; it yields salmon and 
sea trout to the rod, and the greater part is open to the 
public, while the lake from which it flows is fished on the 
same lines. The stranger angler in this district cannot do 
better than go to Griffith Owen, the fishing-tackle maker at 
Greenwich House, Llanrwst, for his advice is worth having, 
and his flies are well tied. 



THE CONWAY 27 



Mr. Brandreth, of Lledr House, Dolwyddelan, who has 
fished this river for many years, has kindly sent me an 
amusing account of how it was that one of the pools came 
to be known as ** Benson's Stables." It appears that a horsey 
angler of that name was casting a long stretch of water, the 
whole of which was then known as •* The Flat"; half-way 
down he hooked a big fish, when to his dismay he found he 
had lost his gaff; now the water ran very deep to the bank, 
which was moreover fringed with willows ; at last the fish 
was quite beaten, and Benson, not knowing what to do, and 
no one being in sight, put a half-hitch of his reel line round 
a willow bough, and started off in search of help, and soon 
coming on the late Captain Gray, he begged his aid, which 
was readily promised as he enquired, ** But if you are here 
where can your fish be ?" " Oh ! " said Benson, ** I've stabled 
him all right ; we shall find him, sure enough." Strange to 
say, the fish was still on, and was duly gaffed — ^a fine fellow 
of 25 lbs. So from that day the lower part of the Flat has 
always been called " Benson's Stables." 

Something similar once happened to the writer when 
fishing the Aberdeen Dee as a youngster one February. I 
was alone and hooked a fish of about 18 lbs., and having 
exhausted it I could not be sure whether it was a kelt or a 
clean fish, so not wishing to kill it before my doubts were 
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removed, I followed Mr. Benson's plan and walked off to the 
keeper's house to get expert opinion ; I was absent fully an 
hour, but the fish was still there when we returned ; we 
tailed it and after a close scrutiny it was pronounced a kelt 
and duly returned to the river. 

Once when Mr. Brandreth was fishing the Aber Llugwy 
Pool with a prawn, he hooked a big fish which made one 
run down until checked by the big stone at the tail ; after 
floundering about the fish recovered and dashed full pace up 
the pool, the water being lashed into foam for some inches 
up the line ; then the strain stopped suddenly and the fish 
was gone. Mr. Brandreth told several of his friends that he 
felt sure that this fish had got rid of the hooks from his 
mouth as he turned up stream and then had somehow 
become foul hooked. A week later he was on the same 
pool when Colonel Hall got a fish of 30 lbs. which had two 
distinct but small gashes under it, and on examination it was 
found that it had also been hooked in the mouth, one side of 
which was partly torn away but not by Colonel Halls fly, 
which was fixed in the other side of the jaw ; doubtlessly 
this was the same fish that Mr. Brandreth had hooked with 
a prawn and lost. 

The close time for nets is from 15th September to 30th 
April; for rods from 15th November to 30th April. 
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The Chairman of the Board of Conservators is Mr. 
O. Isgoed Jones, Plas-yn-Dre, Llanrwst. Clerk: Mr. 
C. T. AUard, Bodgwynedd, Llanrwst, and I cannot take 
leave of the Conway without complimenting Mr. AUard on 
the able and intelligent way in which he has made up his 
Annual Reports for his Board ; would that there were 
more like him. 
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Chapter IV 

THE CLWYD AND ELWY 

These two pretty rivers, each with a course of about forty 
miles, have between them a catchment basin of 319 square 
miles. They join forces a little above Rhuddlan (to which 
the tide flows) some four miles from the estuary, which 
expands into great stretches of sandbanks at Rhyl. 

The Elwy is formed on the western borders of Den- 
bighshire by the confluence of several small streams flowing 
from the slopes of the Mynydd Hiraethog hills, and taking 
mainly a north-easterly course it passes Llangerniew, Llanfair, 
Talhaiarn and St. Asaph, to join the Clwyd on the left bank. 
The Elwy is a quicker moving stream with clearer water 
than the Clwyd, but suffering from somewhat impassable mill 
weirs ; at St. Asaph, Wigfair, Pontralltgoch, Pontnewydd, 
Pont-y-ddol, Llanfair and Talhaiarn there are awkward weirs 
for salmon to ascend. 

The Clwyd has the advantage of being quite free from 
these obstructions and, rising on the borders of Merionethshire, 
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it flows nearly due north past Ruthin, Llanrhaiadr, Cotton 
Hall, Lleweny Hall, Llannerch and St. Asaph, from whence 
to the tideway at Rhuddlan it winds and twists through a 
broad, cultivated valley of some four miles in length. In i860 
the three lower miles of the joint rivers were open to public 
netters, who fished fourteen or fifteen double trammel nets, 
each worked by four men; these nets were formed by a 
centre one of a small mesh, on either side of which hung a 
" wall " of net with a large mesh ; when a fish struck the 
centre net its weight carried a portion of it through the large 
mesh net on one side or the other, and thus the fish bagged 
itself. By the Act of 1861 these nets, fortunately for the 
fish, became illegal, though it was not till a few years later 
that the fishers brought themselves to recognize the law. 
Above Rhuddlan at this date, though the anglings were 
private, everyone fished where they pleased (with the ex- 
ception of one property) ; there were no protection funds ; 
poaching, smolt selling, and non-observance of the close time 
were rampant. Nets were worked as late as the end of 
October, and by degrees fish became scarcer each season, 
for the fishermen and the poachers and smolt sellers did not 
care one jot how quickly they might exterminate the fish so 
long as they made a passing profit ; it is, therefore, somewhat 
amusing to read that when in the forties a party of Solway 



32 THE SALMON RIVERS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

fishers came to set up stake nets at the mouth of these 
rivers, the native fishermen took the law into their own 
hands, smashed up the stake nets, and kicked the intruders 
out of the county. In 1862 a fish of 46 lbs. was caught by 
rod in the Elwy, a feat which tended to strengthen the 
general opinion that it was the best of the two rivers for 
salmon and sea trout. 

In May, 1866, a Board of Conservators was formed, who 
granted licences and received private subscriptions. They 
made an odd start in life by declaring that " Inasmuch as 
the spawning ground of these rivers is very large, and the 
young of salmon very numerous, it is thought impossible to 
form an association for the preservation of these rivers unless 
the fishermen are permitted to take young salmon to some 
extent ; we recommend that in a future Act power be given 
to Conservators to authorise the taking, within their own 
district, with a rod and line, the young salmon not less than 
five inches long. An additional reason for such relaxation of 
the law is that it is impossible to fish in these rivers without 
taking the young of salmon." ! ! 

Fortunately this remarkable " recommendation " was 
promptly ignored by the Fishery Board. In this year the 
trammel nets were done away with and draught nets took their 
place. The rods caught about 20 fish, all in the autumn. 
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1868. 50 rod licences issued at 20s. As this season, like 
the previous one, was dry, angling was very poor ; clean fish 
were seldom caught before the end of June, while the main 
run was in September. 

1869. 36 licences at 20^. There were loud complaints 
by the fishermen at being obliged to cease netting on the 
31st August. 

1870. 33 licences at 20^. A very dry season. 

187 1. 26 rod licencees at 20^. ; they caught very few 
salmon, but a great number of **morts," i.e., sea trout, of 
from I to 3 lbs., were caught by bait fishing. The nets took 
about 700 salmon. At this date the poaching of the Elwy was 
very severe : it was chiefly carried on by means of a hook 
tied to the end of a stout string, the hook was then fastened 
to the end of a stick (cut from the nearest hedge), by many 
turns of the string which thus formed a gaflf; a fish having 
been discovered the hook was stuck into it, when the line 
unwound itself from the stick, which fell into the water, while 
the cord remained in the hands of the poacher ; this deadly 
device was much used for taking the salmon from amidst 
the roots of the trees just below Llanfair Weir. 

1872. 29 licences at 20^. The netters took about 365 
salmon. 

^^IZ' 63 licences at 20^. No reports of takes to nets 
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or rods ; a Water-bailiff was dismissed for his neglect on this 
head, a very common neglect, for though such returns involve 
some small trouble, they are most important if the falling-off 
or improvement of a river is to be closely watched. If the 
Boards of Conservators would insist on their head Bailiffs 
making these returns, the reports of the Fishery Board would 
be far more instructive, and students of salmon life as well as 
net fishery owners and anglers would be much the wiser ; as 
matters are at present the vague terms ** above the average," 
'* below the average," used by the head Bailiffs of so many 
Boards, are meaningless, for what the standard average is 
has never been stated. 

1874. 60 rod licences at 20s. \ no returns made. The 
nets took 1,046 fish averaging 6 lbs. 

1875. 86 licences at 20^.; the increase in the number of 
licences is proof that it was a good rod season, but no returns 
were made. The nets got 509 fish weighing 2,036 lbs. 

1876. 58 licences at 20^. ; the nets took 1,634 salmon 
average weight 4 lbs. and 200 migratory trout. 

1877. 45 rod licencees, who took 230 fish weighing 
2,940 lbs. The nets got 620 of 4 lbs. average. 

1878. 35 rod licencees took 120 of 3 lbs. average, chiefly 
*'mort'* or sea trout; 1,070 of 4 lbs. average were netted. 

1879. 41 rod licencees, who took 100 salmon and about 
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400 migratory trout. The nets took 625 fish at this period. 
The close times were: for nets from September 15th to May 
15th; for rods, from November 15th to May 15th. 

1880. 41 licencees at 20^.; they caught 120 salmon and 
grilse with 450 migratory trout of 2 lbs. average. There 
were thirteen convictions obtained against poachers. 

1 88 1. 46 licencees at 20^., who caught 180 salmon and 
grilse with 600 sea trout of i lb. each. Mr. G. A. Cayley 
of Llannerch Park, St. Asaph, was at this time Chairman of 
the Board. 

1882. 54 rod licencees, who took 200 fish averaging 
3^ lbs. and 650 migratory trout of i lb. ; the nets got 1,400 
of 4 lbs. ; there were twenty-three convictions for poaching. 

1883. 46 rod licencees took 200 fish weighing 700 lbs. 
with 700 migratory trout of i lb. The nets had 2,800 fish 
= 11,200 lbs. 

1884. 51 rod licencees caught 100 fish of 3^ lbs. with 
only 250 migratory trout of i lb. A very dry season ; the 
nets got 2,300 fish = 9,200 lbs. 

1885. 43 rod licencees caught 120 salmon and 250 
migratory trout ; the nets had 2,400 fish of usual average. 

1886. 38 rod licencees caught 160 salmon and grilse 
with 400 migratory trout; the nets took 2,600 fish. There 
were twenty-one convictions for poaching. 

C2 
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1887. 44 rod licences caught 200 fish and 450 migratory 
trout ; the nets got 2,700 fish. Trout licences produced 
^55. 175. 6d.\ netting and salmon rod licences produced 
^89. 10^. 

1888. 48 rod licencees caught 400 salmon and grilse, 
with 600 migratory trout; the nets had 3,000 fish. A good 
season all round. 

1889. 80 rod licences at 20s. A very good season all 
round, but no returns of rods or nets. 

1890. 60 rod licencees took 200 fish; the nets got 4,300 
fish with a mean weight of 5 lbs. As the big fish do not 
begin to run until just as the netting season ends, that is 
the reason why the average weight of all the fish they got 
is so small. 

1 89 1. 57 rod licences took 400 fish of 3 lbs.; the nets 
had 4,222 fish of 6^ lbs. 

1892. 66 rod licencees took 100 fish of 3 lbs.; the nets 
had 2,527 fish weighing 15,162 lbs. 501 trout licences 
produced ;^86. 14^. 6^. ; net and salmon rod licences 
produced ;^ioi. 

1893. 55 rod licences took 360 fish with a mean weight 
of 2\ lbs. A very poor rod season, owing to drought ; the 
nets got 2,219 fish of 5 lbs. There were twelve convictions 
for poaching. 
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1894. 49 rod licencees got 200 fish of 3 lbs. ; the nets 
took 2,106 fish of 5 lbs. 

1895. 49 rod licencees took 250 fish weighing 750 lbs. ; 
the nets had 2,200 fish of 5 lbs. 

1896. 59 rod licencees caught 200 fish of 5 lbs. ; the 
nets had 2,000 of 6 lbs. Ten convictions for poaching. 

1897. 61 rod licencees caught 125 fish of 4 lbs.; the 
nets had 1,600 of 5 lbs. 

1898. 64 rod licencees caught 50 fish of 4 lbs. ; the nets 
had 1,000 of 5 lbs. 

1899. 46 rod licencees took 50 fish of 5 lbs. ; the nets 
had 1,000 of the same average weight. Salmon net and 
rod licences produced ;^70. 10^. ; while trout licences pro- 
duced ;^72. 175. 6d. 

1900. 64 rod licencees caught 40 fish of 5 lbs. ; the nets 
had only 700 of the same weight. 

1 90 1. 49 rod licencees caught 30 fish, and the nets 
1,000 of 5 lbs. 

1902. 57 rod licencees caught 200 fish; the nets took 
1,300. The average all round was 5 lbs. 

These takes, as here given, are collected from the reports 
of the Fishery Board ; the returns show some remarkable 
variations in the average weights of the fish. From 1876 
to 1887 the mean weight was 4 lbs.; in 1888 it rose to 
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5 lbs. for the nets and fell to 3^ lbs. for the rod; in 1895 
netted fish averaged 6J lbs., while rodded ones were only 
3 lbs., and then in 1900 and 1901 the average was 5 lbs. for 
both : it seems, however, quite clear that the average weight 
is from 5 to 6 lbs., which, as compared with other rivers, is 
a remarkably small one. It will be seen from the above 
reports that in the ten years from 1893 to 1902 the nets 
took 15,125 fish, as against 1,505 caught by the rods. In 
many rivers the netting preponderance is much heavier. On 
the Clwyd salmon pools are in plenty, for there are over 
a hundred named catches offering every variety of casting, 
some from the bank, other by wading, for which stockings 
will suffice. From Rhuddlan upwards, the Abbey, Willow, 
Abram, Poplar, Old Road and Junction are perhaps the best. 
Fish begin to run in at the end of June, and from July to 
the end of the season all lures are permitted, and of these 
phantom, spoon and worm are the favourites. Salmon run 
from 3 to 20 lbs., while the sea trout average about i lb. ; 
they take small trout flies freely, the March Brown, the 
Duns, Jenny Spinner, Stone Fly and Dark Mackerel are all 
killers. Salmon take small sized standard flies, the silver- 
bodied ones being specially well thought of. 

On the Elwy there are more than thirty named casts, 
the Black, Llanfair, Myford, Baking, Pont Newydd, Wygfair, 
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Rogers, Llyn Cerrig, and Commissioners, being perhaps the 
best. The Clwyd and Elwy Fishing Association have rights 
over the greater part of both rivers, with headquarters at 
St. Asaph ; season tickets are only 20^. ; weekly ones, 6^. ; 
they can be got from Roberts' Anglers' Stores, Rhyl, or 
from the Hotels at St. Asaph, Trefnant, Denbigh, and 
Ruthin. Members can fish from Ruthin to the Elwy junc- 
tion, a distance of some fifteen miles, excepting on Major 
Salisbury's water, Mr. Peakes at Trefnant, Llannerch Park 
water, Mr. Andrews* at Penybryn, and Mrs. Rowley Conway's. 

In the Elwy, members can fish from Pont-y-Ddol to the 
Clwyd junction, except from Pont Newydd to the Cats* 
Path ; the anglings of Mr. Topham, Mrs. Luxmoore, Miss 
Evans, Mr. Stewart, and Mrs. Rowley Conway, are reserved. 

A 15 or i6-ft. rod will cover all the pools of the two 
rivers, which together yield an average take of from 500 to 
600 salmon and grilse, with about i,cxx) sea trout. 

The Chairman of the Board of Conservators is Mr. 
William Easterby, LL.D., St. Asaph. Clerk: Mr. F. W. 
Grimsley, Bryn Afon, St. Asaph. 

Close time for nets from 15th September to 15th May; 
for rods from 15th November to 15th May. 
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Chapter V 

THE DEE 

The sources of the Dee are in the slopes of the hill of 
Aran Benllyn, (2901 feet) some nine miles from the head 
of Llyn Tegid or Bala Lake, but before entering that beau- 
tiful sheet of water the Dee is joined by the Twech and 
several smaller streams ; then flowing through Llyn Tegid 
which is four miles long by one in width, and the largest 
natural lake in the Principality, it quits the lake at Bala, 
celebrated for its wet weather and its comfortable ** White 
Lion " Hotel, to become a fairly wide stream flowing through 
a beautiful strath, soon to enter a rocky gorge below. 
Shortly after its exit from the lake, it is joined by the 
Treweryn, a stream of considerable size, and which provides 
some of the best breeding grounds of the Dee, and from 
which, after June, many fine fish are taken from the waters 
of Mr. R. J. Lloyd Price, of Rhilwas, surrounded by its 
splendid grouse moors, and here, when the angling season 
has ended, the salmon find themselves zealously protected ; 
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in 1 90 1, 66 salmon were killed by fly in this section, Dr. 
Clement of Bala, and Mr. Jenkins of Bodwenni, who owns 
three excellent pools, being responsible for the greater part 
of it. 

Below the junction with the Treweryn, the Dee flows 
past Llanfor, Llandderfel, Llangor, and Corwen, which place 




THE DEE AT CORWEN. 



is about twelve miles from Bala; from Corwen to Llangollen 
is about a similar distance if the river be followed. From 
Llangollen to its junction with the Ceiriog, up which only 
a few sea trout now make their way, but which formerly 
was full of salmon, is a further eight miles. Below the 
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Ceiriog junction the river arrives at Erbistock, to pass on 
to Bangor and Holt, a little below which it flows through 
the beautiful estate of the Duke of Westminsters Eaton 
Hall property and then onwards past Eccleston it reaches 
Chester, to pass by a long canal-like cutting of eight miles 
into the large sandy shallows of the ** Sands o' Dee " at 
Connahs Quay. A little below Holt it also receives the 
waters of the Alyn, which are frequented by both salmon 
and sea trout. The total length of the Dee is between 
ninety and one hundred miles, with a drainage area of 850 
square miles ; its tributary the Treweryn is twenty miles, 
the Ceiriog fourteen miles, the Alyn ten and the Hernant 
seven. Bala Lake covers 1,084 acres and is owned by 
Sir Herbert Williams-Wynne, who reserves the angling on 
part of the upper end, where he has a house ; salmon pass 
through the lake and ascend the streams falling into it, but 
I believe there is only one authenticated capture of a salmon 
by rod in the lake itself, which is also one of the few waters 
where the "gwyniad" is to be met with, a white fish which 
never rises to the fly ; probably it is the same fish as the 
vendace of Loch Maben in Dumfriesshire. In i860 the 
estuary was fished by draught, trammel and fixed nets fastened 
to poles driven into the sands; on the i6th December, 1861, 
the late Mr. Ffennell visited the estuary, and even at that 
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late date he found some of these nets still at work ! though 
more than once the draught net men had attacked or de- 
stroyed these fixed nets. At this period the season opened 
in March, with the close time commencing on September ist, 
but no attention was paid to opening or closing except by 
the four nets working close to Chester, where they were 
exposed to daily observation. As a ready method of letting 
the native fishers know the close time the Dee Preservation 
Association sent the bellman round to all the villages of 
the estuary to cry its advent, though the only effect of this 
announcement was to warn the netters to move their nets 
further down the estuary where they could be out of reach 
of the eyes of the Association bailiffs and their bellman. The 
whole of the estuary and a portion of the tidal part of the 
river was open to public netting, and upwards of 300 men 
lived entirely by taking salmonidce at all seasons from these 
waters. Immediately above Chester was the Kings Pool, on 
which was a fishing weir and box, let at this period for £60 
a year; it existed by one of the oldest known Charters, dating 
back to 1093 J four mills were included in this property, and 
fishery and mills were held as one for many hundreds of 
years ; then they became divided by purchase, the mills 
remaining with the vendors and the fishery passing to Mr. 
Topham. By the 1861 Act the fish trap could not be worked 
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or the pool netted, because there was no fish pass attached to 
the weir ; the mill owners maintained that the construction of 
one would spoil their water supply, and Mr. Topham finding 
himself in the dilemma of either having to abandon his fishery 
or face an action by the mill owners, eventually gave up the 




CORACLE MEN. 

fishery. Thus this weir remained an impediment to the Dee 
and would have destroyed its salmon fishings entirely, but for 
the fact that the high spring tides rose completely over it once 
in every month, and at such times if there was a flood the 
fish could swim up the river. Above this obstruction thirty 
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coracles were worked, chiefly between Bangor and Erbistock 
Weir, with a few above Cefn Weir; these coracles garnered 
their main harvest in March and April, though they at times 
got clean fish as early as Christmas-day. In June and July 
they got bull trout, locally called " buntlings," mort or sea 
trout, and "forklings" or grilse, all these fish being then 
plentifiji ; however, as the bed of the Dee is so rough and 
uneven as to permit only of partial netting, many fish escaped 
the coracle nets to pass into the upper waters, though those 
that congregated at Erbistock Weir were, owing to there 
being no fish pass, mostly swept up by nets below it ; this 
obstruction also offered great opportunities to the **snatchers/' 
and it is said that in 1861 two men cleared ;^ioo by this 
method of poaching ; another paid off ;^20 of debts and 
kept himself and his family all through the winter of 
1860-61, solely by snatching. The River Dee Association 
was on its last legs when the passing of the 1861 Act 
gave it new life, for the trammel and the fixed nets became 
illegal, although for several years later they were worked 
in defiance of the law ; then fairly effective passes were 
placed in Erbistock and Llangollen Weirs, which were 
freely used by the fish as soon as they were opened. In 
1863, though there was a considerable increase in the 
salmonidcB of the river, want of funds again reduced the Dee 
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Association and the Glyndwr one at Corwen to a very low 
ebb; the subscriptions being barely sufficient to provide one 
watcher for the whole river : his beat was from Bala Lake 
to Rhyl, something over eighty miles of water ! Thus it 
will be seen that prior to i860 the Dee was neglected by 
its proprietors, badly overfished by nets, and hard poached, 
and though it was four times the size of the Conway it did 
not even approach the productiveness of that river, for as the 
fish increased so did the numbers of the netters and 
poachers. 

In 1866 a Board of Conservators was formed, a large 
unwieldy concern of thirty-six members with about a dozen 
eX'Officio ones. On August ist of this year licences were 
first imposed. Forty-seven draught nets applied for them, and 
they each took an average of seventeen fish daily throughout 
the month, or fully 15,000 fish. One net had 99 and 
another 87 in a day, of from 5 lbs. up to 25 lbs. in weight ; 
when these nets had to cease work the rods caught about 
400 fish, and as they hardly made a capture prior to the 
ending of the netting season, it showed how very severely 
and effectually these nets were worked. 

In 1867 i^ was estimated that the nets in the lowest 
twenty miles of the river took fully ;^ 15,000 worth of fish. 
At this period Mr. Mostyn-Owen was Chairman of the 
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Board, and under his able management the Act of 1861 
began to bear fruit. 47 draught nets were licenced at ;^5 
each; and 18 coracle nets at ;^2 each; 32 rods were licensed 
at £,\ each. 

1868. 44 rod licences at 20s. ; 20 convictions for poach- 
ing were obtained, chiefly for spearing, for using the trammel 
net, and for breach of the weekly close time or resisting the 
Bailiffs. The manager of a petroleum factory was also fined 
for permitting poisonous refuse to enter the Dee. Complaints 
were made that the Shropshire Union Canal abstracted nearly 
all the summer water from the river. 

1869. 22 rod licences; a very dry summer and only 
about 40 fish were caught above Erbistock ; 21 convictions 
for poaching. 

1870. 20 rod licences; a very bad season, owing to 
drought ; the nets did very well, though the men would give 
no returns ; 28 convictions for poaching. 

187 1. 57 draught nets, 27 coracles, and 15 rod licences 
were issued; 67 convictions for poaching. As the draught 
nets continued to defy the law by fishing during the close 
time, and as the owners of the private waters above Chester 
would not withdraw the permission given to the coracle men, 
and as the proprietors above these nets withheld all help in 
disgust at never getting any fish, and as it seemed impossible 
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to deal with the poachers, the Board of Conservators threat- 
ened to resign en masse. 

1872. 42 rod licences at 20^. ; 31 convictions for 
poaching. 

1873. 64 rod licencees, who caught about 150 fish; 
5,883 were netted ; weights not ascertainable, but this number 
was actually seen to be captured by the Bailiffs; many more 
were taken from the estuary and not reported. 

1874. 75 rod licencees at 20^. ; 7 weekly at 10^. ; 5 daily 
at 5^. ; they only caught 59 fish. The nets took 3,126 salmon 
and 1,309 migratory trout. The total income of the Board 
was only ;^36o a year, a sum which was wholly insuffi- 
cient for the suppression of the lawlessness that prevailed. 

1875. 57 rod licences; 15 convictions for poaching. 
This was a very poor season for nets and rods and no 
returns were made. 

1876. 59 rod licences; no returns made of what they 
caught. The Bailiffs saw the netsmen take 1,096 salmon and 
200 migratory trout, but stated that this gave no idea of the 
actual numbers ; 23 convictions for poaching. 

^^11' 59 rod licences at 20^. ; 3 weekly at 10^. ; a 
season of heavy floods. The netsmen consigned about ;^3,ooo 
worth of fish to Liverpool and Manchester. 

1878. 47 rod licences at 20^., 4 at 10^., 5 at 55. No 
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returns made; 20 poaching convictions. The late Duke of 
Westminster became Chairman of the Board of Conservators. 

1879. 55 licences at 20^., 7 at loj., 3 at 5^. Twenty- 
six convictions for poaching. There were heavy floods in 
July and August. 

1880. 69 licences at 20s., 7 at 10^., 6 at 5^. Heavy 
floods in spring prevented the nets from working as severely 
as usual : a good rod season ensued, but no returns made. 
Twenty-two poaching convictions. 

1 88 1. 55 licences at 20^., 9 at loj., 6 at 5^. Disease 
very bad. Thirty-six poaching convictions. The nets took 
about 12,500 salmonida with an average weight of 8 lbs. 

1882. 75 licences at 205., 14 at lay., 2 at 5^. Disease 
still prevalent. Twenty poaching convictions. The nets took 
10,935 fish of ID lbs. mean weight. 

1883. 81 licences at 20^., 18 at lay., 3 at 5^. This 
must have been a good angling season, if the number of rod 
licences be any criterion, but no returns were made. The 
nets took 11,500 fish of 10 lbs. average. Disease still in 
evidence. Twenty-four poaching convictions. 

1884. There were licensed : 85 seine nets at ;^5 each, 
7 trammel at ;^io each, 15 coracles at £2. 5s. each, 51 rods 
at ;^i each, 10 rods (week) at los. each. The great increase 
in the numbers of the seine nets will be apparent. Between 
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Chester Causeway and the sea from 1870 to 1881 the average 
per season was 52, in 1882 and 1883 it went up to 63, in 
1884 to 85, and in 1895 ^^ 96, a proof positive that the Act 
of 1 86 1 had worked right well in the interests of the fish ; 
for, unless the salmon had increased, the nets would certainly 
not have followed suit: this is not perhaps quite what the 
Legislature intended, and it would be a good thing if the 
Government placed some limit — a liberal one — on the number 
of netting licences issued on public fisheries ; for, unless some- 
thing of the sort is done, every increase in the fish will be 
followed by an increase in the nets, and thus the upper 
proprietors, who breed all the fish, will never see any im- 
provement in their anglings. The Act of 1861 was meant to 
benefit everyone concerned; at present, and in rivers which 
are fished by public nets unlimited in numbers, the upper 
proprietors are hardly better off than before the passing of 
the Act. 

1885. 55 licences at 2cw., 8 at icw., 3 at 5^. 

1886. 52 licences at 20s., 25 at icxr., 14 at 5^. 

1887. 43 licences at 20s., 15 at loj., 7 at 5^. Poor 
angling season, but good for nets. The total revenue of the 
Board from salmon licences of all sorts was £6^(>. \os. 

1888. 51 licences at 20s., 12 at iw., 3 at 5^. No 
returns made. Eleven convictions for poaching. As the 
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trammel ^ nets had increased in ten years from seven to 
twenty-two, and as they are a specially deadly net and 
illegal in all the rivers, the Conservators informed the 
Fishery Board that they proposed to abolish them ; strange 
to relate, their proposal was not sanctioned, and so, in order 
to keep down their numbers, the licence for a trammel net 
was raised from ;^io to ;^I5. In this year the numbers of the 
seine nets fell from 86 in 1885 to 59; the navigation improve- 
ments between Chester and Connah's Quay preventing many 
from working. The opening of the fishing was put back from 
the ist February to 31st March, with the view of making 
certain that kelts had a fair chance of returning to the sea. 

1889. 51 licences at 20s., 12 at 10^., 2 at 5^. 

1890. 60 licences at 20s., 9 at 105. ; 15 poaching con- 
victions. Disease appeared, and 120 dead fish removed from 
the river. A good netting season ; the rods caught 166 fish. 

1 89 1. 69 licencees at 20?., 25 at 10^., 5 at 5^., who 
caught between them 333 fish. 69 dead fish taken out, 
about half having spawned and half not. 

1892. 71 licencees at 20^., 9 at 10^., 8 at 5^., caught 
301 salmon. Disease disappearing; only eight poaching 
convictions. 

1893. 45 licencees at 205., 12 at 10^., 6 at 5^., only 
caught 52 salmon. Pollutions from chemical works were 
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much in evidence. The fish pass at Llangollen Weir, which 
had been washed away in 1890 not having been replaced, 
the weir remained a bad obstacle to the ascent of fish. 

1894. 52 licences at 205., 13 at 105., i at 5^.; no 
returns made. 

1895. 61 licences at 20s. ; 22 at loj. ; 10 at 5^. 

1896. 49 licences at 205.; 13 at iw. ; 17 at 5 j. Four- 
teen convictions for poaching. An alteration was made in 
the weekly close time, so as to extend it from midnight on 
Friday to midnight on Sunday, below Chester Weir; above 
it the close time remained as before, viz., from 6 a.m. on 
Saturday to 6 a.m. on Monday. The Conservators were 
put to the heavy outlay of ;^6i5 in opposing a scheme to 
shut out the tidal waters from flowing above Chester Weir; 
they were bound to fight, for the carrying out of the scheme 
would have been absolutely fatal to the Dee salmon fisheries. 
Portions of Erbistock and Pentrefelyn Weirs were washed 
away. 

1897. 45 licencees at 20^., 11 at 10^., 6 at 5^., caught 
170 salmon. There were only three convictions for poaching; 
disease again appeared. 

1898. 64 licences at 20J., 11 at 10^., 7 at 5 j. ; only one 
poaching conviction! Pentrefelyn Weir entirely destroyed 
by floods. 
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1899. 43 licences at 20^., 7 at 10^., 3 at 5^. ; nine 
poaching convictions. 

1900. 45 licences at 20^., 9 at 10^., 6 at 5^. ; twelve 
poaching convictions. 

1 90 1. 45 licences at 20^., 9 at 105., 6 at 5^. 

1902. 56 rod licences at 20^. ; 9 weekly at 10^. ; 4 day 
at 5^. No returns made of catch of rods or nets ; seven 
convictions for poaching. To Major Leadbetter the Dee 
owes much of the success that has attended the efforts of its 
Conservators ; as a Member of the Board, and as its Hon- 
orary Secretary for the past twenty years, he has entered 
enthusiastically into all matters likely to lead to the improve- 
ment of the river, in which he was ably backed up by his 
head Superintendent, John Simpson, who has a life-long 
experience of this river, and the Tweed and the Dee : the 
Major has been a warm advocate of artificial breeding, thus 
the fish of the Dee have been crossed with ova from the 
Rhine, Tweed, Spey, the Severn, and the Irish Blackwater, 
and there can hardly be a doubt that the experiment has 
benefited the river in a marked manner, by increasing the 
weights of the Dee salmon. Practically, the anglings of the 
Dee are divided amongst the following owners, viz. : Mr. 
Peel of Brynypys, Mr. Jackson of Manley Hall, Captain 
Ormerod of Penylan, Sir Henry B. Robertson of Pile, 
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Mr. Jenkins of Bodwenni, Mr. Richard J. Lloyd Price of 
Rhilwas, and the Honble. Charles Wynn of Rdg. Then 
the Corwen and River Dee Angling Association preserve a 
long stretch of fishing from the foot of the Pal^ water. 




THE DEE AT ERBISTOCK. 

Mr. Feel's Brynypys section commences at Erbistock, 
and extends down to Bangor over about eight miles of both 
banks (with the exception of about half-a-mile on one bank), 
and is always kept in the owner's hands ; there are some 
dozen fine pools, cast from the bank or waded in stockings. 
The chief ones are the Cemetery, Causeway, Bridge, Garreg, 
Roger's Hole, Lunts, Darland and Suttons. April and May 
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are the best spring months, and September and October in 
the autumn. In August there are sea trout which range 
from I to 3 lbs. in weight and take ordinary trout flies. 
The favourite salmon flies on this section are Jock Scott, the 
Silver Doctors, Dusty Miller and Popham ; indeed throughout 
the Dee most of the standard patterns may be used. The 
fly is the only lure permited on Mr. PeeFs water, while 
most of the other owners impose the same restriction. In 
the season of 1902 the Brynypys Water had yielded 30 fish 
up to the end of May. The gaff may be carried over the 
whole river from the commencement to the end of the 
season ; a i6-ft. rod will do all that is wanted. 

The Rhilwas water of the upper Dee, the property of 
Mr. R. J. Lloyd Price, commences as the river quits Bala 
Lake, and goes down on both banks for about two miles. 
The best pool lies exactly below Bala Junction Station, to 
which I am told on good authority that there is neither 
access or egress, a state of affairs which is indeed remarkable 
at a railway station ; it is probable, however, that there is 
some sort of a road to it, though not a very good one. The 
upper half of Mr. Price s water is sometimes let for August 
and September with one of his adjacent shooting beats ; the 
lower portion, from Llyn Geulen Goch to the Bodwenni 
boundary, is always kept in the owner s hands. There are 
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sixteen good pools in the two miles, nine of which are in 
the upper one, the Corner Pool being quite 300 yards in 
length, all of it holding water, and from any part of it a 
rise may be expected ; the lower portion commences with the 
Geulen Goch Pool, which is followed by Turners Run, a 
lengthy pool requiring a very long cast when the river is in 
order. There is no wading possible on this section, the 
river being too deep, but light fishing bridges have been put 
up at all the necessary crossing points. The Station Pool, 
the Horseshoe, the Deep, the Horseshoe Run, the Corner, 
the Red Bridge, Round Island, and Meyrthyr Llanfor, are 
the chief ones in the upper beat. On the lower one, below 
Turners Run, the Hirnant Pool, Third Red Bridge, Tytan- 
derwen. Tree and Boundary, are the best. On these upper 
waters salmon angling hardly commences before June, but 
August (if wet) with September and October are the best 
months. The favourite flies here are the Brora, Grey 
Donkey, Black Wasp. Red and Turkey, small in size, while 
double hooks are prefered to single ones, Gold and Silver 
Angels are often irresistible. The whole water is very easily 
fished, but promiscuous leave is not given, and in Mr. Price s 
absence the only native who puts a line over it is Moses 
Roberts, the tackle-maker in Bala ; the water is not hard 
fished in any way, and would yield more fish if attacked 
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systematically ; only a few years ago Captain R. V. Price of 
the Buffs had eleven in three days, and in another recent 
season 60 fish were killed off it at a time when Mr. Price 
had a butler — lucky guardian of the old plate and famous 
cellar of Rilwas — who was also a keen and good fisherman ; 
very few sea trout are caught here ; they are more plentiful 
below the weir at Llangollen, but as they are caught in 
Bala Lake they must necessarily pass through Mr. Price s 
water in a dour frame of mind. The ancient Dee coracle 
is seldom seen above Llangollen, though below that, in the 
hands of an expert, it is very effective, but — like unto the 
kilt — unless to the manner born these kittle craft are best 
left alone by the stranger. About ten miles of the Treweryn 
is also owned by Mr. Price ; the trout ing is very good in 
February and the two following months, as it is in the Dee 
also, for the trout of the upper waters cut quite pink, 
dropping down as they do direct out of Bala Lake. 

Mr. Price also owns part of the Twrch and Hirnant and 
the whole of three smaller streams whose names are so full 
of g's, y*s and w's that only a Welshman dare write or pro- 
nounce them. Following are the Rules of the Corwen Fishing 
Association : there are about eighteen salmon pools, most of 
which require waders, and though stockings will answer for 
many of them, yet when the river is big trousers will be best. 
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Only very few salmon reach as far up as Corwen before June ; 
after that date the first flood takes them past Llangollen 
Weir. Salmon average about 12 lbs., though they are taken 
up to 25 lbs. Sea trout arrive in these waters at the same 
time as the salmon do, and run from ^Ib. to 3 lbs. in weight 
The river here rises and falls quickly ; as a rule it will fish 
for about a week after a flood, and it is not of much use to 
fish for salmon after the water has fallen to a low level. 
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THE RIVER DEE FISHERY, CORWEN, NORTH WALES, 
FISHING ASSOCIATION. 

Water strictly Preserved for over a quarter of a Century^ and the length 
of Bank is upwards of 12 miles. 

For Angling Only. 

Committee : — 
Chairman,' — Hon. C. H. Wynn, Rdg, Corwen. 
Vice-Chairman: — Dr. H. E. Walker, Corwen. 
Secretary :^^ . J. Stansfield, Corwen. 

Tickets : — 

(Open to Anglers far Trout^ Grayling, Pike^ Perch, and Eels, but not 
Salmon or Sea Trout). 

Season £^\ i o 

Weekly 060 

Day 016 

No weekly or day tickets are issued to professional fishermen, whether 
residing in Corwen or not. 
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For anglers residtng or staying within j miles of the town of Corwen for 
Salmon^ Sea jyout, jyouty Graylings Pike, Perch and Eels. 

Season jQz o o 

Weekly o 12 6 

Day o. 5 o 

N.B. — ^The following licences (issued by the Board of Dee Conservators) 
are required by Anglers for Salmon and Sea Trout in addition to the tickets 
supplied by the Corwen Fishing Association: — 

Season Salmon and Sea Trout Licence £1 o o 

Weekly do. do. o 10 o 

Day do. do. 050 

No Salmon Tickets are issued to professional fishermen, whether 
residing in Corwen or not. 

Ticket Stations. 

Fishing Tickets may be had from the following persons :— 
Corwen— Mr. John Roberts, "Owen Glyndwr" Hotel; Mr. W. J. Stans- 

field, Meirion House. 
Carrog — Mr. Wilcox, "Grouse" Hotel; Mr. Roberts, Post Office; Mr. 

Morris, Station Master. 
Cynwvd — Mr. Jones, " Lion " Inn ; Mr. Davies, " Prince of Wales " Inn ; 

Mr. Eastick, Station Master. 

Season Tickets at lox. 6^. are issued to tradesmen residing within 
three miles of Corwen, to fish for Trout, Grayling, Perch, Pike and Eels, 
on Wednesdays, Bank Holidays, and on other days after 6 o'clock p.m. 

Season Tickets at 5^. are issued to shop . assistants (in employment), 
and bona-fide farmers, mechanics, artisans, and labourers residing within 
three miles of Corwen to fish for Trout, Grayling, Perch, Pike and Eels, 
on Wednesdays or Saturdays, and Bank Holidays, after i o'clock p.m., and 
on other days after 6 o'clock p.m. 

N.B. — Applicants for the Season Tickets at los. 6d. and 5^., must 
send in their names to the Secretary. 
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Special Tickets at 55. for Season, and 15. per day, are issued for Pike 
and Grayling as follows : — Pike from October 14th, 1903, to February 14th, 
1904; Grayling from October 14th, 1903, to February ist, 1904. Holders 
of ;^i. IX. or ;^2 tickets are exempt. 

Rules and Regulations. 

1. The Preserve extends on the South side of the River Dee, from 
Cynwyd Bridge to the east boundary of Carrog Ucha' Farm, and on the 
North side of the River Dee from Cynwyd Bridge to Carrog Bridge, with 
the exception of Rhagatt Estate, and from the Junction of the Alwen and 
Dee to Hafod Foot Bridge. 

2. Every Ticket must be signed by the Secretary, and is issued 
subject to the Bye-laws of the Association, is not transferable, and is liable 
to be forfeited on proof of transgression. 

3. The Season for Trout to commence on the 14th February, 1903, 
and for Salmon on the ist April, 1903. Trout Tickets expire on the 
13th October, 1903, Salmon Tickets expire on the ist November, 1903. 

4. Every person applying for a Ticket must send in his name, address 
and occupation, to the person from whom Tickets may be obtained. 

5. No attendant, unless a Ticket-holder, shall be allowed to fish. 

6. Any person fishing, on being challenged by the River Watcher, or 
any Member of the Committee, shall produce his Ticket for examination. 

7. Minnows, Worms, and Artificial Flies only allowed. Minnows 
and Worms not until April ist. 

8. No dogs on any account to accompany the Anglers. 

9. No Boats or Coracles allowed on the River within the limits of the 
Association, except those belonging to the Association. 

10. No fishing permitted on Sundays. 

11. All Tickets to be subject to the approval of the Committee. 

12. Ticket-holders crossing the fields other than by the ordinary foot- 
paths, shall be liable to forfeit their Tickets, and no further Tickets will be 
granted to them for the season. 
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13. All fish under 6 inches in length to be returned to the River. 

N.B. — By the kind permission of Hon. C. H. Wynn, the Salmon Fishing 
above Corwen Bridge will be open from April ist, 1903. 

The River Alwen above Hafod Foot Bridge is Privately Preserved. 
By Order of the Committee. 

Corwen, N. Wales. W. J. Stansfield, Secretary, 



RIVER DEE FISHERY DISTRICT. 
Notice to Anglers — Salmon Fry. 

It is an offence, under the Fishery Laws, to take Salmon Fry. 

In Salmon Fry there are no spots below the Medial Line except two 
or three on the Gills, and immediately behind the same. 

In River Trout there are spots on the Dorsal Fin, but none on that 
of Salmon. 

The Fins of Salmon are mostly of a light slate colour, but the Adipose 
Fin of the River Trout is tinged with pink or red, but this is not so with 
the Salmon. 

There is a white bar or line on the first ray of the Anal Fin of the 
River Trout. 

The Dee, like many other rivers, is recovering from a 
cycle of bad seasons caused by drought. In 1901 an im- 
provement showed itself and in 1902 this was fully main- 
tained, both nets and rods doing uncommonly well, the latter 
getting about 100 spring fish, a record in the annals of Dee 
spring angling, which will probably be beaten next year, 
1903, as in June there were fish in nearly every pool below 
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Llangollen, which gives promise of a very large breeding 
stock. 

As some of the riparian owners of the Dee have been 
chary about giving me any information as to their anglings, I 
feel bound to respect their wishes, especially as they are under 
the impression that a description of them would only tend to 
a further increase in the numbers of applications for permits 
to fish, by which they are daily pestered by total strangers: 
as one owner said to me '*the more my fishing is written 
about the worse the nuisance will become, so pray leave my 
waters unmentioned,*' and that is the prevailing sentiment all 
along Dee side. It is difficult to understand how absolute 
strangers can bring themselves to write for leave to fish in 
salmon waters that are preserved at considerable expense by 
the owner; not one of them would dream of writing for 
permission to use their guns over the moors, fields or covers 
of any stranger, but yet as soon as it comes to salmon fish- 
ing, which if the owner be a keen angler he probably values 
far more than his shooting, these applications for a day on 
the river pour in ceaselessly all through the season. An old 
friend of the writer, who had a fine salmon river in a tourist- 
haunted part of Scotland, was so pestered in this way that at 
last, much against his innate good nature, he ceased to make 
any reply to such requests, with the happy result that as 
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soon as this got known, the nuisance ceased entirely : perhaps 
the owners of the Dee might do well to give this experiment 
a trial. 

The Chairman of the Board of Conservators is Mr. John 
Thompson, Netherleigh House, Chester. Clerk: Mr. Henry 
Jolliffe, 13 St. John Street, Chester, to whom I am indebted 
for much valuable information. 

Close time for nets, from September ist to March 31st ; 
for rods, from November 2nd to March 31st. 
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Chapter VI 

THE RIBBLE 

This river rises in the hills around the Fells of Cam and 
Ingleton on the western borders of Yorkshire, and, after a 
run of about fifty-six miles, in which it drains 585 square 
miles, while flowing past Settle, Long Preston, Clitheroe, and 
Preston, it expands into a trumpet-shaped estuary, bounded 
by Lytham on the north, and Southport on the south. A 
few miles below Clitheroe it receives the H odder on the right 
bank (twenty-five miles), and the Calder (nineteen miles) falls 
in on the left bank, nearly opposite the Hodder junction. 

Prior to 1861 the estuary was hard fished by draught 
nets and stake nets, these last-named having been brought to 
the river in about 1850 by Scotchmen from the Solway. 
Some of the estuary fisheries appear to have been open to 
the public, while others were vested in the riparian owners. 
There was, however, no netting above the tideway, and as 
there were no obstructions the fish went to the upper waters 
in large quantities. An Angling Association had been in 
existence for some years, renting about twenty miles of the 
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lower part of the river ; the introduction of the deadly stake 
nets soon made itself felt, and year by year the fish 
decreased, until in 1861 the Association was on the point of 
giving up the unequal struggle. Up to the junction of the 
Calder and H odder the river is known as the Big Ribble ; 
above, it is called "The Little." Even in 1861 the fish of 
the Calder were quite wiped out by the pollutions from oil 
and spirit works and other manufactories, but the H odder was 
then pure, though holding but few salmon ; it was famous for 
its ** mort " and ** sprod *' angling — ^the former the full-grown 
sea trout, the latter its grilse. The main river itself suffered 
to some extent from pollutions, of which the chief base was 
arsenic. As salmon cannot ascend above Settle, my readers 
must turn to guide books for an account of the upper part 
of the river and its many beauties. 

In 1863 there was an "enormous" improvement reported 
in the number of salmon in the Ribble and H odder, which 
was ascribed to the effect of the New Close Time and to 
the enforced use of a large-meshed net. 

1866. A Board of Conservators was formed and funds 
raised by the sale of net and rod licences and by fines. To 
show how remarkable the improvement was, it can be stated 
that in 1859 the Angling Association rented the estuary nets 
and took only 90 salmon ; in 1865 the lessee of these same 
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nets took 9,000 salmon, while the rods on the river caught 
1,200. In this year the obnoxious stake nets were finally 
abolished. 

1867. I^ ^^^ y^^ ^^ I-ow Moor Weir near Clitheroe 
was so altered as to become a great obstruction. Litigation 
and appeals ensued, and it was not for some few seasons 
that matters were put right. The estuary of the Ribble is 
one of the few places where the ** haaf '* net is worked — a 
net something like a big shrimp net held by a man in the 
narrow channel of the river, and directly in the swim of the 
fish : there were 77 of these nets at work, and in some places 
the channel was so narrow and shallow that the whole of 
it could easily be blocked by several haaf- net men standing 
nearly shoulder to shoulder. At this period the licence to 
use this net was 50x9., but so remunerative were they, that 
although in this year it was raised to ;^5, no less than 82 
licences were taken out. 

1868. The haaf nets took about 9,000 fish, other nets 
3,300. Owing to a very dry season the rods only caught 
about 20 fish, although 240 licences were taken out at 20^. 
each. The first clean fish usually appear in May, but the 
bulk of the rod catch is always made after the nets come 
off. There were thirty prosecutions for poaching, of which 
eleven were for fishing in the close time. 
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1869. An effective fish pass was placed on the Low 
Moor Weir. Pollutions were very bad, and no steps were 
taken to lessen the evil. The Preston water supply unavoid- 
ably absorbed the whole of the water from one of the purest 
tributaries of the Hodder. 6,825 salmon were netted; 231 
rod licencees caught 167 fish. 

1870. 7,650 salmon netted ; 141 rod licencees caught as 
under : — 



Between Sunderland Hall and Mitton Wood End 

Thence to Clitheroe Weir 

Thence to Bolton Hall .... 

Gisburn Park 

From the Park to Settle 

From Hodder Foot to Doeford Bridge 
Thence to Slaidburn 



28 
II 
10 
6 
17 

5 
48 



125 

1 87 1. 10,412 salmon netted; 302 rod licencees at 10^. 
caught as under : — 

Preston to Hacking Boat 100 

9 

66 

27 



Calderfoot to Clitheroe.. 

Clitheroe to Settle 

In the Hodder 



1872. Pollution continued very bad. Drift nets were 
introduced in lieu of haaf nets, but for these only 18 licences 
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were issued. 8,i8o salmon netted, 5,000 of which fell to the 
drift nets. 496 rod licencees at 105. took as under : — 

From Preston to Calderfoot no 

Calderfoot to Sawley 32 

Sawley to Settle 25 

In the Hodder 28 

195 

1873. Pollutions continued to be very destructive, the 
whole of the sewage of Preston, with its 85,000 inhabitants, 
flowed into the river, and consequently several tons of fish 
were destroyed by poison from the Calder coming down on 
the top of a flood, which washed away the filthy accumula- 
tions which had been deposited on the banks in times of 
drought. The water from parts of the main river and its 
tributaries was submitted to analysis and found to be deadly 
to fish life; 5,140 salmon were netted, and 4,000 migratory 
trout ; 326 rod licencees, at 205. each, caught 374 salmon. 

1874. 4,542 salmon netted and about 5,000 migratory 
trout ; 357 rod licencees caught 199 salmon. 

1875. 4*^56 salmon and 5,000 migratory trout netted; 
311 rod licencees caught 98 salmon. The revenue of the 
Ribble Conservators was the third largest in England and 
Wales, viz., about £725. 
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1876. 5,571 salmon netted of 12 lbs. average weight; 
178 rod licencees caught 105 salmon, averaging 12 lbs. 

1877. 6,050 salmon netted, and 5,000 migratory trout; 
161 rod licencees caught 141 fish. 

1878. ^,074 salmon netted; 147 rod licencees caught 72 
fish. The Chairman of the Board at this date, was the Rev. 
R. N. Whitaker, of Whalley. Secretary: Mr. T. J. Backhouse. 

1879. 2,619 salmon netted ; 166 rod licencees caught 
186 fish. 

1880. 3,932 salmon netted ; 160 rod licencees caught only 
39 fish. 

1 88 1. 4,031 fish netted; 160 rods caught 71 salmon. 

1882. Only 891 salmon netted; 154 rods caught 96 fish. 

1883. 4,833 fish netted; 184 rods caught 314 salmon. 
There were fifteen convictions for poaching, the largest num- 
ber for some years ; disease appeared. 

1884. 4,034 salmon netted; 211 rod licencees, at 20^. 
each, caught only 20 salmon. 

1885. 4,160 salmon netted; 193 rods caught 163 fish. 
Disease still prevalent. 

1886. 3,905 salmon netted ; 206 rods caught 146 fish. 
Disease still present. 

1887. 2,372 salmon netted; 184 rods caught 71 salmon. 
The total revenue of the Board had fallen to ;^349. 

VOL. II. E* 
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1888. 1,978 fish netted; 164 rods caught 39 salmon. 

1889. 829 fish netted; 180 rods caught 54 salmon. 

1890. 228 salmon netted; 157 rods caught 103 fish. 
This remarkable decrease was attributed to there being no 
running fish prior to the close of the netting season, and 
that the rods caught nearly half as many as the nets by 
** back end " sport, is extraordinary and something quite 
unique in the history of salmon fishing. 552 trout licences 
were issued at 25. 6d. each. 

1 89 1. 2,042 salmon netted; 197 rods caught 203 fish. 

1892. 814 fish netted; 211 rods caught 112 salmon; 
653 trout licences at 25. (>d. 

1893. 180 salmon netted; 177 rods caught 14 fish. 

1894. 175 salmon netted; 168 rods took only 9 fish. 

1895. 170 salmon netted; 175 rods at 205. each, and 
II at \os. a month, took 43 fish. 432 trout licences 
at 5^. 

1896. 1,200 fish netted; 175 rods took 57 salmon. The 
close time was extended, and ordered to end on the 2nd 
March, instead of on the 2nd of February. 

1897. 400 salmon and 70 migratory trout netted ; 195 
licencees at 205., and 5 at 105., caught 58 salmon. 

1898. 530 salmon and 130 migratory trout netted; 200 
rods caught 28 salmon and 90 sea trout. 426 trout licences 
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at 5^., 189 at 2^. dd. monthly and 15., day ; fourteen con- 
victions for poaching. 

1899. No returns procurable, but a very poor season for 
nets and rods. 187 licences at 205. 

1900. 34 salmon netted; no returns for rods. 186 
licences at 20^. ; a very dry summer. 

1 90 1. No returns; 80 rod licences at 20^., and 5 rod 
licences at icw. = ;^82. 105. 667 trout licences produced 
;^i22. 15. 6d. Following the decision of the Scotch Courts 
as to the illegality of the drift nets, the Ribble Board wisely 
decreed that they should also be abolished from their waters. 

1902. A good season for salmon and sea trout ; no 
returns made of takes of nets or rods. 83 licences at 205. ; 
and 6 monthly at \os. = ;^86 ; trout licences produced ;^i27. 
125. This is a very depressing river to deal with, for reck- 
less pollution has well nigh wiped out the fish. The Ribble 
and the H odder are excellently adapted by nature to yield 
first-class salmon and sea trout angling. The most formid- 
able of the many evils the Conservators have to contend 
with, is that of pollution, and it is on this very point that 
the law has given them the least power. 

Sewage pollution may be dealt with by long and costly 
law suits, but the greater evil of poisonous mining and 
factory pollutions are to all intents unassailable, and, in the 
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absence of any legal authority to enforce the purification of 
this terrible refuse, the rivers are wholly at the mercy of the 
mining and manufacturing companies on their banks. I do 
not think there is a river in England or Wales which can be 
said to be absolutely pure, but the Ribble, I think, ranks first 
as the foulest of all the rivers that still hold salmon. The 
Bristol Avon, the Mersey, the Calder, the Weaver, the Taff, 
Ogmore, Loughor, Neath and Ebbw, are at present, together 
with some smaller streams, absolutely ruined, and the Ribble 
and other fine rivers are only too sure to follow suit, 
unless the law steps in to save them by the introduction of 
some cheap and expeditious method of enabling Conservators 
to deal with this rapidly increasing evil. Unless this is done, 
one by one these polluted rivers will share the fate of the 
Thames and the Mersey. There is absolutely no reason for 
these poisonings, for in most cases the refuse can be converted 
into something that has a market value, while in the few 
instances where this has not yet been proved possible the 
cost of providing settling tanks is very trivial when compared 
to the loss caused by a fishless river to the community at 
large ; for, thereby, the public are deprived of a certain amount 
of food, the net men are thrown out of work and have to 
seek other means of making a living, the riparian owners 
have the amenities and values of their properties lowered, 
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while anglers by the hundred are deprived of a sport which 
brings money into districts whose inhabitants are in sore need 
of it : all this wrong is wrought by wealthy companies and 
individuals who are regardless of all interests except their own ; 
and so long as they can put the utmost farthing in their 
pockets they do not care what damage they inflict on others. 
The total area of England and Wales is some 56,000 
square miles, and the streams that drain nearly one sixth 
of that area— some 9,000 square miles — are absolutely denuded 
of fish solely by poisonous pollution. But hopelessly ruined as 
many are, and as others will be so long as the existing state 
of affairs lasts, I feel convinced that there is not one of 
them, the Thames and Mersey perhaps excepted, to which 
the salmon could not be restored if efficient means were 
taken to that end. 

I have omitted to mention that the average weight of 
the Ribble ** mort " is from 2 to 3 lbs. and that of the 
'*sprod" is about 12 ounces, also that the haaf nets of this 
river are known as **lave or bow" nets on the Severn and 
in parts of Yorkshire ; on the Lune they are called ** heave " 
nets, while on the Towy they go by the name ** lamp or 
wade *' nets. 

The CHtheroe Angling Association is limited to sixty 
members, with Mr. W. King Wilkinson as Chairman and 
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Mr. J. L. Bulcock, Clitheroe, as Hon. Secretary. The 
Annual Subscription is 42^., with an entrance fee of 84^. for 
new members. Members can arrange with the Secretary to 
take a friend to fish with them for not more than three days 
on payment of 5^. a day. All anglers must hold the Ribble 
Fishery District Licence. Trout under 7 inches to be 
returned. No Sunday angling. Above Broadford Bridge fly 
only until 15th June. 

The Chairman of the Board of Conservators: Mr. R. J. 
Aspinall, Standen Hall, Clitheroe. Clerk: Mr. H. Back- 
house, 27, Victoria Street, Blackburn. 

Close time for nets from September ist to March ist; 
for rods from November 2nd to March ist; and for trout 
from October 2nd to March ist. No gaff may be carried 
till May ist. 
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Chapter VII 

THE LUNE, WYRE, KEER AND COCKER 

The Lune has a course of fifty-four miles and empties into 
Morecambe Bay by an estuary of some seven miles in 
length, and formerly the netting rights were divided between 
the Corporation of Lancaster and the landowners on either 
bank; up to 1861 fixed engines were used by all parties, but 
as soon as the Act of that year became law the Corporation 
commenced an action against the landowners to compel them" 
to abolish these now illegal nets ; it was an undefended suit, 
resulting in the drift nets taking the place of the old fixed 
ones. The tidal water ascends the Lune up to Skerton Weir, 
a little distance above Lancaster Bridge ; here the owner 
fished at and below his weir by right of a very ancient 
Charter, and up till 1861 it was the key to the rest of the 
river ; in 1832 it was producing as much as ;^ 1,000 a year, 
which by degrees fell away until in i860 it realized but 
jCzoy. Above this was another fishing weir at Halton which, 
however, had been abandoned, because, as the Skerton nets 
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and traps took all the fish, it was found useless to hope for 
salmon above it ; then above Halton there came a steep 
mill dam. In 1861 none of these three formidable obstructions 
had any fish passes in them, although above them there were 
thirty uninterrupted miles of river holding plenty of pools 
and fine spawning grounds. Thus when the Act of 1861 
became law the upper proprietors, who had hitherto had no 
fish in their waters, were at once stimulated to hold meetings 
for the purpose of raising funds to put the Act into operation, 
for the Lune was at that time so fairly free of pollutions as 
to make the riparian owners hopeful of being able to restore 
the river to its former position as a first-class one for salmon ; 
so, electing Mr. H. Gregson, the Mayor of Lancaster, for 
their Chairman, this Association set themselves vigorously to 
work. 

1862. A fish pass was placed in Skerton Weir, and the 
owner, joining in the efforts of the upper proprietors, gener- 
ously did not begin to fish till June, with the object of letting 
the early run of salmon reach the waters above. These 
measures appeared to be attended with success, for upwards 
of 100 fish were taken by the rods from waters in which it 
had been rare to see a clean fish for many previous years. 
So soon as Skerton was opened a pass was commenced at 
Halton Weir, while attention was turned also to the Wenning 
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tributary, a nice stream of some seventeen miles long and a 
favourite one with sea-trout, up which however, they could 
only make their way for some three miles, further ascent 
being blocked by a weir at Wennington. At this period 
smolts were openly caught and as openly sold in Lancaster. 

It was not till 1866 that a Board of Conservators was 
formed, who suppressed this illegality, while entirely removing 
the few stake nets that had persisted in working in defiance 
of the law. 

1867. There were nine draught nets with thirty-four 
heave nets fishing the river, with their main harvest in June, 
July and August. 55 rod licencees at 20s. each took about 
60 salmon. 

1868. 31 rod licencees, who caught but very few fish. 

1869. 61 rods caught close on 150 fish, many of them 
of very heavy weight ; one of the heave netters in this season 
caught four fish weighing, respectively, 42^, 40 J, 38, 37 lbs. 
There were 15 convictions for poaching. 

1870. A very dry season; no returns of nets; 58 rod 
licencees caught 1 30 fish ; 1 1 convictions for poaching. 

1 87 1. June and July very wet and upwards of 1,000 
fish were netted in the river; one owner, from one pool, 
taking 52 fish weighing 620 lbs. in a day. "]"] rod licencees 
caught 210 salmon. 
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1872. 83 rod licencees caught about 200 fish. 

1873. 87 rod licencees caught 320 fish; the heaviest 
netted weighed 46 lbs. ; the heaviest to the rod weighed 
Zl\ lbs. 

1874. 81 rod licences issued; no returns of nets or rod 
take. 

1875. 81 rod licences at 20s. ; no returns. There were 
21 convictions for poaching. 

1876. A bad rod season; no returns procurable. An 
alteration was made in the cost of rod licences, and 51 were 
issued for the season at 309. each, 18 at 10^. for a month, 
and 10 at 55. for a day. 

1877. 47 licences at 30^., 32 at 105., 9 at 5^. ; no returns. 

1878. The worst season since 1861. The cost of the 
whole season licence was reduced to 205. ; of these 44 were 
issued, with 34 at 10^. and 8 at 55. ; rod catch 160 fish. 
There were 14 convictions for poaching. At this date the 
Chairman of the Board was Mr. H. Garnett of Wy reside. 

1879. 56 licences at 2ay., 48 at 105., 14 at 55. They 
caught 357 salmon, while upwards of 100 others were netted 
above Halton Weir. There were 16 poaching convictions, 
mostly for being in possession of unclean salmon. 

1880. A poor season. 50 licences at 20^., 19 at 105., 
1 2 at 5^. ; no returns made. 
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1881. 50 licences at 205., 8 at lay., 13 at 55; no returns. 

1882. 56 licences at 20s., 7 at 10^., 13 at 5^.; 12 
convictions for poaching. Disease very bad, and about 700 
dead fish were taken out of the river. 

1883. 53 licences at 20^., 7 at lay., 10 at 55. ; though 
poaching was reported as ** very prevalent," there were only 
15 convictions obtained. Nearly 400 diseased fish removed 
from the river. A new fish pass was placed in Hal ton Weir, 
which answered well. 

1884. 61 licences at 205., 11 at 10^., 9 at 5^. ; no reports. 

1885. 65 licences at 205., 5 at 10^., 13 at 5^. ; a very 
poor rod season. About 300 dead fish, mostly males, were 
taken out of the river. 

1886. 56 licences at 20^., 8 at i ay., 16 at 55. ; upwards 
of 400 dead fish taken out. 

1887. 46 licences at 20^., 9 at \o$., 7 at 55. ; dry season, 
bad angling; 14 poaching convictions. 500 dead fish taken 
out of river. 

1888. 44 licences at 20^., 7 at 10^., 12 at 55. ; no reports. 
20 poaching convictions. 

1889. 64 licences at 20^., 11 at 10^., 11 at 5^.; no 
reports. Upwards of 500 dead fish removed. 

1890. 6 J licences at 205., 107 weekly at 55. ; no reports. 
Disease still very bad. 
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1 89 1. 89 licences at 205., 1 11 at 5^.; a good season for 
nets, an average one for rods, no actual returns given. 428 
dead fish removed, of which 332 were males. Only 3 convic- 
tions for poaching, which was reported to have nearly ceased. 

1892. 105 licences at 20s., 106 at 5^. ; no returns. 
There was an outbreak of poaching and 20 convictions. 

1893. 94 licences at 205., 125 at 5^.; a bad season all 
round, no returns made. There were 31 poaching convictions, 
chiefly for unlawful possession of gaffs and unclean fish. 

1894. n licences at 205., 130 at 5^. ; disease had almost 
disappeared. 

1895. 71 licences at 205., no at 5^.; only 4 poaching 
convictions. 

1896. 70 licences at 205., 90 at 5^. ; no returns made. 
13 poaching convictions. 

1897. 72 licences at 205., 118 at 5^.; 922 trout licences 
issued at 2^. 6d. each. 10 poaching convictions. 

1898. 53 licences at 205., in at 5s. ; a very bad season. 
No actual returns made. As for the last few seasons great 
complaints had been made by the upper proprietors and the 
rod licence holders of the yearly decreasing supply of fish, 
the Conservators proposed to prohibit the use of drift or 
draught nets in some four miles of the estuary below Lan- 
caster where the channel at low tide was exceptionally narrow, 
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being barely two hundred yards wide ; naturally the scheme 
was stoutly opposed by the netsmen, who alleged that to 
deprive them of their netting would only transfer their catch 
to the Skerton Weir nets, which they regarded as the key 
of the river, and solely responsible for the decrease of the 
salmon, as they swept up nearly every fish. Accordingly 
Mr. W. E. Archer held a lengthy enquiry at Lancaster, 
when he eventually came to the conclusion that the 
contention of the netters was entitled to succeed, and con- 
sequently the proposal of the Conservators was disallowed ; 
in doing so, however, Mr. Archer expressed a strong opinion 
that the river was greatly overnetted, not so much by the 
number of the nets, as by their being fished in places where 
they would unfairly obstruct the passage of the fish to the 
upper waters, and so take nearly every one. Mr. Archer, 
however, rightly contended that to place restraints on the 
netting in the estuary below Lancaster, without first devising 
some means of ensuring the fish from being netted higher 
up, would be a retrograde movement contrary to all that had 
been learnt from modern experience. Finally he advised an 
amalgamation of interests which might ultimately lead to the 
removal of nets and obstructions from confined waters; in 
fact, he advocated the removal of the whole of the nets, on 
the ground that the rental derived from the fishery of an 
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unnetted river, in which rod fishing only was allowed, would 
be far in excess of the rental yielded by a netted river, even 
after all fair compensation had been paid to the netters. 

1899. 42 licences at 20s. ^ 106 at 5^. ; no returns, but a 
very poor season. Complaints were made of the pollution of 
the estuary by the Lancaster sewage. 

1900. 45 licences at 20^., no for Wyre and Keer at 
5^. ; a very dry season, angling bad ; only 3 poaching 
convictions. 

1 90 1. 44 licences at 20s. ; again very dry ; angling 
wretched^ 

1902. yj licences at 20^., 57 for Lune above Kirkby 
Lonsdale Bridge, 85 for Wyre at 5^., 28 for Keer at 5^. = 
-^93- 15^* J i>i53 trout licences at 2^. td, = ^144. 2s. 6d.\ 
9 poaching convictions. 

Mr. C. E. Fryer held a further enquiry into the netting 
of the Lune : the Conservators had refused to issue licences 
for the drift nets of the estuary, a most destructive net 
which kills alike clean fish and kelts, and wherever they have 
been introduced and worked for a few seasons they have 
wrought havoc ; under the Salmon Acts there is no power 
to limit their length, as is the case with the far less 
destructive draught net, and so the drift nets were able to 
block the whole of the Lune estuary, whatever its width. 
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Under a Judgment of the House of Lords in 1900 it was 
held that drift nets as used in the Tay were '* fixed engines " 
and therefore illegal ; small wonder then that the Lune 
Conservators, seeing the damage that these nets were doing 
to their river, refused to licence them, on the ground that 
they were exactly the same kind of nets that had been 
declared illegal on the Tay. Sad to say, that there is some 
doubt as to whether a decision arising out of proceedings in 
Scotland can apply to a river in England ; albeit, common 
sense says plainly enough that a thief in Scotland is a thief 
in England ; so the lawyers will have to thrash the matter 
out, but I think and hope the Lune Conservators will win 
the day. 

The matter is still sub-judice as I pen these lines at 
the end of September, 1903 ; also I hear from Mr. Tunstall 
Sanderson, the faithful and vigilant Clerk to the Board of 
Conservators, that there are a larger number of salmon in 
the river than for many years, and though Mr. Sanderson 
freely admits that the very wet season has something to 
do with this happy fact, for the Lune was in high flood 
for seven or eight weeks in July and August, he yet 
attributes the increased number of fish chiefly to the abolition 
of the drift or hang nets. 

With regard to the matter of the other estuary nets, so 
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anxious were the netters to increase their takes by improving 
the supply of fish that entered the river, that they offered to 
withdraw all opposition to the curtailment of their netting 
grounds, provided the lessee of Skerton Weir would remove 
his nets or give them an undertaking that he would not 
catch more fish than he had hitherto done. It is a case of 
pot and kettle ; the netters blame the owner of Skerton 
Weir ; the Weir owner blames the netter ; in the meanwhile 
the Lune is nearly a fishless river. The lessee of Skerton 
declined to give Mr. Fryer any details of his actual catch, and 
it needs no prophet to tell that whenever a net owner refuses 
information to a Government Inspector, it is a certainty that 
he is catching many more fish than his fair share, for he 
would proclaim the numbers quickly enough if his take had 
become very small and if he was working at a loss. 

After a great deal of discussion, Mr. Fryer came to the 
conclusion "that the state of affairs disclosed is most 
unsatisfactory and clearly calls for some remedy " ; therefore 
he invited the Conservators ** to reconsider the whole question 
of the regulation of nets in their district and of the part 
which Skerton Weir played in the problem before them." 
Poor Conservators! they had already been considering the 
position with much ability for the past six years, and then at 
the end of all that time they are told to ** go on consid- 
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ering." Unfortunate River Lune ! The chief proprietors are : 
Lady Henry Bentinck, Underley Hall ; Mr. J. Lee Booker, 
Carnforth ; Mr. Birkbeck, Brookhouse Hall ; Mrs. Cottrell- 
Dormer, Ingmire Hall; Mr. W. H. Dalton, Lancaster; Mr. 
T. F. Fenwick, Burrow Hall ; Colonel Foster, Hornby 
Castle ; Mr. W. Gamett, Quernmore Park ; Mr. H. D. 
Greene, Whittington Hall ; M. A. Grey, Escowbeck ; Mr. 
E. G. S. Hornby, Dalton Hall; Mr. Eric Lees, Thurland 
Castle ; The Earl of Lonsdale, Lowther Castle ; Col. North 
North, Newton Hall ; Mr. G. Pearson, Storrs Hall ; Mr. E. 
Sharpe, Halton Hall; Sir U. Kay Shuttleworth, Barbon 
Manor; Mr. T. G. Thompson, Skerton; Mr. Christopher 
Wilson, Rigmaden ; Mr. G. Wright, Heysham ; The Clifton 
Brick Works Company, Lancaster. 

Concerning the other rivers of the district, the Wyre 
rises near the Yorkshire border on the west side of Bowland 
Forest ; its chief tributary is the Calder, which, flowing from 
Bleasdale Moor, joins the Wyre below Garstang, then, 
passing the ancient St. Michael's, after a course of twenty- 
four miles it falls into an estuary of some six miles in length, 
with a curiously contracted mouth, on the west bank of which 
is Fleetwood. The river has ever held more sea trout than 
salmon, although every season a few salmon and rather 
more grilse are taken. The Keer rises on the Westmor- 
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land borders, and falls into Morecambe Bay a little below 
Carnforth ; it is a very good sea trout stream for its size, 
though subject to periodical outbreaks of poaching. The 
Cocker, which must not be confounded with its Cumberland 
namesake, falls into the sea to the south of the Lune, and 
is a mere beck, across which an active man could jump ; 
many sea trout ascend it in flood time, which are caught 
by hand so soon as the water falls. A rod of from i6 to 
1 8 ft. will be wanted for the Lune, a stout trout rod for 
the other rivers ; except on quite the lower reaches stockings 
will suffice ; Jock Scott is the favourite fly, but Blue Doctor, 
the silver-bodied ones, Popham, and Dun Turkey, all kill ; 
when dressed very small they are good also for sea trout. 
So great has been the falling off of the Lune, that little 
need be said of its individual fisheries, all of them having 
become nearly worthless ; a proprietor who has a very nice 
stretch of both banks, wrote to me as follows : ** Although a 
few salmon and sea trout are still to be caught in my water, 
the angling is so much worse than formerly, owing to pollu- 
tion and excessive netting above and below Lancaster, that 
the sport to be had at present is not worth mentioning. 
Practically, the nets prevent any run of spring and summer 
fish, and all the other anglings of the river are equally 
badly off." 
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Between Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale, the chief owners 
are Mrs. Upton Cottrell - Dormer, Mr. W. W. Moore of 
Grimeshill, and Mr. Christopher W. Wilson of Rigmaden 
Park ; this latter estate extends for three miles on the right 
bank and two on the left ; its ten fine pools are occasionally 
let, and it is not absolutely necessary for a good fisher to 
wade them ; the Crow Wood, Carradice, Bridge Pool, King- 
fisher, and Holm House, are perhaps the best. Though 
the trouting is Ai, there is never much salmon fishing before 
the nets and Skerton Weir cease work on the 31st August; 
the first flood after that brings them up, though October is 
the best month. Mn Minto Wilson, a beginner, caught his 
first four fish on the 5th, 9th and loth of that month last 
season; weights: 27, 2\\, 18, and 8 lbs. Early in August 
there is a fair number of sea trout, while this stretch of 
water keeps in order for about four days after a spate, the 
higher pools being the last to come into ply. Mr. Wilson 
has a large, well-planned and excellently managed Hatchery 
at Rigmaden, where common trout, rainbows, and salmon, 
are carefully hatched for purchase, either as yearlings or two 
year olds; all the hatching boxes are coated with Ebonite 
Enamel, and that preparation together with ** Pepto," (a 
peptonized fish meal which is free from horse beef, and 
which makes the flesh of six months' old trout pink, firm 
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and healthy), can only be obtained from the manager of the 
Rigmaden Hatchery. 

At and below Kirkby Lonsdale, Lord Henry Bentinck's 
Underley Hall Fishery comes in, and is followed by those 
of Mr. Fenwick Fenwick of Burrow Hall ; Mrs. Lees of 
Thurland Castle ; Col. B. North North of Newton Hall ; 
and Colonel Foster of Hornby Castle. The Lune proprietors 
have almost given up any hope of ever again seeing spring 
salmon in their waters, for Government enquiry after enquiry 
has led to nothing and red tape has ruled supreme. In 
mournful tones one depressed owner exclaimed *' My angling ; 
why it is'nt worth speaking of; it's quite heartbreaking, for 
the river Lune ought to be the very best salmon river in 
England, Scotland, or Ireland; it is only prevented from' 
being so by the excessive netting in the estuary and at 
Skerton Weir, where there is a rotten certified fish pass, 
which, nevertheless, does not allow the fish anything like a 
free ascent." 

Below Kirkby Lonsdale the river is more g^velly than 
it is higher up, and on all the lower water waders are nearly 
indispensable. Mr. F. Storey of Caton Green, rents the 
Clifton Manor water with its pretty house, from the Clifton 
Brick Works Company ; there are seven pools, only one of 
which requires trousers. The pools are deep and not very 
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rapid, but the river rises and falls so rapidly that one ought 
to live on it to ensure success. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. T. F. Fenwick, 
Burrow Hall, Kirkby Lonsdale. Clerk: Mr. J. Tunstall 
Sanderson, Church Street, Lancaster. 

Salmon rod licence for whole district, 20^. ; in Lune, 
and tributaries above Kirkby Lonsdale, 10^. ; in Wyre and 
Keer, 5^. 

Close time, for nets, from September ist to March ist; 
for rods, from November 2nd to March ist. 

The returns from the sale of rod licences for the past 
two years show clearly how greatly the salmon anglers are 
indebted to the trout anglers : for though, naturally, their 
interests are inseparable, it yet seems strange that the trouters 
should contribute more to the preservation fund of the rivers 
of this district than the salmon anglers ; it is the same on 
some other rivers, and cannot be ignored. 

1 901. 1902. 

Salmon rod licences ;^65 10 o £^i 15 o 

Trout „ /123 2 6 /144 2 6 
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Chapter VIII 

THE KENT, WINSTER, LEVEN, CRAKE, BELA 

AND DUDDON 

Are none of them very large streams, though they drain a 
considerable area of country and, together, form an important 
Fishery District. The five first mentioned fall into Morecambe 
Bay, while further north the Duddon has an estuary of its 
own ; dealing then with these rivers in the order in which 
they are placed above, the Kent rises from the Kentmere 
Reservoir lying some five miles to the north-north-east of 
the head of Lake Windermere; seven miles from its source 
it passes Staveley and reaches Kendal in a further run of 
six miles, from which ancient town, famous for its cloth and 
fish hooks, it winds its way into an arm of Morecambe Bay. 
Throughout its course of twenty-five miles, in which it drains 
196 square miles of hill country, there is a succession of 
rocky pools and shingle runs interspersed with boulders ; 
just as it enters the bay it is joined by the Gilpin, an 
unimportant stream named !after one Bernard Gilpin, a relig- 
ious enthusiast of the time of Mary and Elizabeth. 
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In 1862 the salmon fisheries of the Kent had been 
nearly exterminated, owing to the facilities offered by the flat 
sandy estuary through which the river found its way to the 
sea by various shallow channels; "lift nets" were fixed across 
these shallow runs, which, floating with the tide, allowed the 
up-running fish to pass under them, and then, falling with the 
ebb, cut off their return to the sea ; at this period upwards of 
thirty of these nets worked from May to the loth October ; 
they were from three to four hundred yards in length with 
a very small mesh. Draught nets and baulk nets were also 
used as long as it was worth while to work them, until in 
1862 netting of all kinds had been almost abandoned owing 
to the scarcity of fish. The Mill Weirs at the Forge Gun- 
powder Mills, and at Staveley and Sedgwick also offered great 
obstructions to the free passage of salmonidcBj while the 
pollutions of paper and other factories frequently destroyed 
all fish life in several miles of water below them. The 
other rivers of this district were pretty much in the same 
sorry plight, until in 1867 or 1868 a Board of Conservators 
was appointed. Previously to that there had been Angling 
Associations on most of these streams, whose efforts at 
preservation, restricted by want of funds, had only been 
partially successful. In 1868 it was estimated that about one 
ton of fish had been netted in the Kent, from three to 
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three-and-a-half tons in the Leven, and two in the Duddon ; 
the angling was bad, owing to the dry season, nevertheless 
113 licences were issued at 10^., though the reader must not 
forget that they were distributed over six streams, or less 
than 20 licences for each. Clean fish were at times caught 
as early as April, but the main run was in July and Augfust, 
when grilse and salmon came in company. 

In 1870 there were 97 rod licences at 105. issued for 
the rivers of the Kent district, but there is no means of 
ascertaining how they were apportioned. 

1 87 1. There were two baulk nets and thirteen draught 
nets licensed, but owing to the jealousy that existed between 
the various netsmen, it was impossible to form any correct 
estimate of their catch. There were 105 rod licences issued 
at 10^. 

1872. 118 rod licences at \o$. 

1873. 140 rod licences at \os^ It . was estimated that 
from four to five hundred fish were netted in the Kent. 

1874. 131 rod licences at \os. At this period the price 
of salmon in the local markets was never over one shilling 
a pound. 

1875. H2 rod licences at 105. 

1876. Ill rod licences at 105. Nine convictions for 
poaching. 
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1877. 127 rod licences at i05. 

1878. 105 rod licences at 105. The fish passes in the 
weirs of Levens Hall, Bassinghyll and Kendal were very 
unsatisfactory. Colonel Sandys, of Graythwaite Hall, Ulver- 
ston, was the Chairman of the Board of Conservators at this 




HAWES BRIDGE, NEAR KENDAL. 

period, and he lost no opportunity of improving the Fisheries 
of the District. 

1879. 115 rod licences at lay. 

1880* 85 rod licences at 15^. for the whole district; 48 
rod licences at 105. for part of it; 6 rod licences at 2^. 6^ 
(day): 219 trout licences at 5^. for whole district ; 1,026 trout 
licences at 2^. dd. for part of it. 
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1 88 1. i8i salmon licences at \os.\ 47 (weekly) at 5^. ; 
1386 trout licences at 2^. (>d. 

1882. 209 salmon licences at 10^. ; 1,407 trout licences 
^t 2s, 6d. 

1883. 1 84 salmon licences at 10^. ; 12 poaching convictions. 

1884. 164 salmon licences at 10^. A very dry season. 
At this period the close time was from 15th September to 
15th March for nets; the rods fished up to 15th November. 

1885. 147 salmon licences at 10^. ; salmon were taken 
in Lake Windermere for the first time. 

1886. 173 licences at 10^. ; 9 poaching convictions. 

1887. 141 licences at 10^. ; 8 licences (week) at 5^. ; 
1,037 trout licences at 2^. 6d. A long drought and hardly 
any fish caught by rod; the close time was prolonged from 
15th to 31st March. 

1888. 161 licences at los. ; only 3 poaching convictions. 

1889. 141 licences at 10^. ; 7 poaching convictions. Four 
permanent bailiffs and one temporary one were employed at 
this date. There was an increase of pollution, while floods 
altered the river bed and made the obstructions at White Water 
Rock and Bassinghyll Weirs more difficult to ascend. It was 
noticed that in Lake Windermere the stock of char had largely 
increased ; one of 2\ lbs. was caught, the heaviest ever re- 
corded up to this date ; a brown trout of 8 lbs. was also taken. 
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1890. 203 licences at lay. ; 7 weekly at 5^. 

1 89 1. 182 licences at 10^.; 4 weekly at 5^. 

1892. 203 licences at 10^. 

1893. ^71 licences at I05. ; a very dry and bad rod 
season. 

1894. 147 licences at icxy. = ;^73. loy. ; 1394 trout 
licences at 2s. 6d. = ;^i74. S^- 

1895. 145 licences at 105. ; 7 poaching convictions. The 
Conservators represented to the Corporation of Kendal that 
the sewage pollution was unabated ; some slight steps were 
taken to mitigate it, but far from effectual ones. 

1896. 139 licences at los. The pollution of Lake 
Windermere by the Bowness sewage was effectually stopped. 

1897. 182 licences at los. ; 1,438 trout ditto at 2^. 6d. 
Mr. Berrington visited Kendal and made strong representations 
to the Local Government Board as to the harm done to the 
river by the continued sewage pollution. The owners of the 
papers mills above the town promised to provide settling 
tanks for their refuse. 

1898. 211 licences at 10^.; 1,485 trout ditto at 2^. 6d. 
A very dry season and hardly any fish were caught by the rods. 

1899. 177 licences at icxy. ; 11 convictions for poaching. 
Another very poor angling season. 

1900. 193 licences at 10^. 
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1901. 182 licences at 10^.; 8 poaching convictions, 

1902. 177 licences at 10^.; 1,143 trout ditto at 2^. 6d.\ 
344 at 5^. for Lake Windermere ; 7 poaching convictions. 
The pollution from the Kendal sewage remained very bad. 

The Kent Angling Association preserves about three 
miles of the left bank above Kendal — from Meal bank on 



fyi ^ ^ \ 




^•■j 




^ V E - 








■ ' 


^^^?. . "^^PlBBfc^li^SSif*^ ': 







KENT FORCE. ABOVE KENDAL. 

the Mint down to the town, while below, they have two 
more miles on the right bank to Hawes Bridge — all cast 
from the bank. In April and May the brown trouting is 
good, while from August to October salmon grilse and sea 
trout are to be met with ; most of the standard pattern kill, 
dressed on Kendal hooks, size 10 to 15 — blue is the 
favourite local colour — minnow and worm are permitted. 
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Salmon average 8 lbs. ; in 1879 Mr. R. Craig took eleven 
in a day — though now the average is not a fish a rod for 
the whole season, Sea trout run towards the end of June, 
and are still fairly plentiful, with an average weight of one 
pound. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. John Fell, Flan 
How, Ulverston. Clerks : Messrs. Hart, Jackson and Son, 
Ulverston. 

The close time for nets is from 15th September to 
31st March; for rods from 15th November to 31st March. 

The Winster rises from the slopes of Brant Fell, near 
Bowness, and flows for about one half of its course parallel 
with Lake Windermere, eventually to find its way into 
Morecambe Bay, about five miles to the north of Grange. 
Having no lake source, with a run of but fourteen miles, it 
rises and falls very quickly, and there is better angling for 
sea trout than for salmon The lower part is dull, quiet- 
running water flowing through marshland that has been re- 
claimed from the sea : there are but few villages on its 
banks, with scant hotel accommodation, and thus, though the 
brown trouting is pretty good, the angling is confined almost 
entirely to the natives. 

The sources of the Leven, which has a drainage 
area of 20i square miles, lie beyond Grasmere Lake — 
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sacred to the memory of Wordsworth — where it is formed by 
the confluence of several small gills or becks, of which die 
Essdale is the chief one, flowing from the tarn of the same 
name ; on quitting Grasmere, it soon expands into Rydal 
water, and leaving the lake as the Rothay river, it is 
shortly joined by the Brathy, which flows from Elter water, 
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and which is blocked by an impassable fall a little above the 
junction. 

Lai^ Windermere is about fifteen miles long by three- 
quarters broad ; quitting the lake at Newby Bridge, the 
Leven finds the tideway by an arm of Morecambe Bay, its 
estuary having all the characteristic features of the other 
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rivers falling into this vast expanse of sand. Prior to 1861 
the Leven was practically fished out by the ravages of a 
fishing trap and weir at Lowood, which, working up to the 
loth October, intercepted every fish that entered the river ; 
the very few that got past after that date were always 
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poached at the mouths of the becks that fell into Winder- 
mere, while on all these tiny streams the *' esslings,'' as the 
smolt and parr were called, were openly caught and openly 
sold all through the district; in 1862 a free gap was made 
in Lowood Weir, and the cruives ceased to work, which at 
once led to the formation of an Angling Association, though 
its efforts were not very successful, as the active support of 
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the owners of the Windermere Fisheries was lacking. The 
char from this lake had also been nearly exterminated by 
continually netting them in shallow water, just as they were 
beginning to spawn : their increasing scarcity induced many 
of the lake netters to ask that a close time might be ordered 
for their preservation. In 1868 there were four weirs 
between the lake and the sea, three of which had no fish 
passes. 

1874. No more than a dozen salmon were caught by 
rods in the Leven. 

The Crake is but a short stream emptying Coniston 
Lake, which is about eight miles long by a half in 
breadth ; it is nearly all owned by Mr. Victor Cavendish, of 
Holker Hall, Carnforth : until about 18^5 the fish of the 
little river were nearly wiped out by the pollutions of several 
copper mines and from paper mills at Penny Bridge ; then 
the proprietors agreed to make settling tanks, and all went 
well again. 

From Crake mouth we will cross the peninsula on 
which are the busy towns of Barrow- and Dalton-in-Fumess 
and Ulverston, when a walk of five miles will bring us to 
the eastern shore of the estuary of the Duddon River, which 
rising near Wigmore, flows southwards for some twenty-five 
miles until, as it nears Broughton-in-Furness, it falls into the 
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large estuary of Duddon Sands. Prior to 1862 it held, in 
proportion to its length, a very high name for its salmonida : 
up to 1845 the only netting was carried on by draught nets, 
each worked by three or four men, who made a good living 
for themselves and their families. Then the Solway men 
descended on the river, and set up stake nets with a very 
small mesh, which in the course of a few seasons nearly ex- 
terminated salmon and sea trout; these men were accustomed 
to commence their raid in March, and working till the middle 
of November, they carried off the harvest of the Duddon from 
under the noses of the natives ; this state of things lasted 
till the 1 86 1 Act made these stake nets illegal, while so 
thoroughly had they at that time exhausted the fish supply, 
that most of the river traps and cruives had long since been 
abandoned as worthless. In spite of the 1861 Act it was 
not, however, till about seven years later that the stake nets 
were wholly done away with. The Duddon Hall property, 
in the hands of the trustees of the late Mr. W. M. Rawlinson, 
is the best part of the river, and lies only a few miles above 
Broughton : there is no Angling Club, but most of the pro- 
prietors are very generous in giving leave for a day or two. 
Up to 1879 the close time was, for nets, from September 15th 
to March ist, and for rods from November ist to March ist ; 
but it has now been altered for this and all the other streams 
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of the district, to^nets from September 15th to March 31st, 
and for rods from November 15th to March 31st. A rod of 
14 to 16 ft. will cover all the water* Stockings are wanted, 
and flies of the standard types will kill. 

The Bela is a small stream of fourteen miles which falls 
into the same estuary as the Kent, a little to the south of it. 
It is a good brown and sea trout water, with occasional 
grilse and less frequent salmon. Prior to 1868 the river was 
blocked by an impassable weir just above the tideway. 
There is an Angling Club at Milnthorpe, with a limited 
number of members, each paying 20s. a reason. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. John Fell, Flan How, 
Ulverston. Clerks : Messrs. Hart, Jackson & Sons. 
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Chapter IX 

THE WEST CUMBERLAND DISTRICT 

Comprises the Esk, Mite, Irt, Calder and Ehen, with many 
minor streamlets. The three first named have a common 
estuary, the Esk, the most southern falls into the sea at 
Waberthwaite, the Mite at Muncaster and the Irt near 
Drigg: then the Calder and Ehen, in their turn, fall in a 
few miles higher up the coast : all five streams are plentifully 
supplied with Inns and are easily reached by rail. The Esk, 
with a course of twenty-five miles, rises in the slopes of the 
highest hill in England, Sea Fell, 3,126 feet in height. The 
Mite is a short stream of about nine miles in length, and 
better for brownies than for sea trout or salmon. 

The Irt (sixteen miles) drains Lake Wastwater, which is 
about three-and-a-half miles in length by a half in width, and 
is the most prolific of the three rivers, the best salmon casts 
being a short distance above Drigg, and up to Irton Hall. 
Prior to 1862 the common estuary was worked by baulks 
or V-weirs attached to a small stake net, also by trammels, 
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draught nets and hurdle weirs ; the streams themselves were 
also netted at times, though the usual method of getting fish 
was by ** Hods " ; a peculiar one which, I believe, has never 
been employed on any other English river. The method of 
working was to drive a row of stakes or hurdles laced with 
bushes into the bed of the river, or sometimes a row of posts 
boarded together, and parallel to the bank and a few feet 
from it; the intervening space was then covered with boards 
in which one or two holes were cut about a foot square. 
The upstream exit from this passage was narrowed to the 
same width, and under these holes or **hods*' the ascending 
fish would rest in order to get out of the rush of the water, 
when they were at once speared from above ; as many as 
fifty salmon have been speared by one man in a season ; this 
contrivance was, of course, done away with by the 1861 Act, 
which declared the spear an illegal instrument. 

The Calder, with a course of nine miles and a drainage 
area of twenty-five square miles, meets the Ehen and falls 
directly into the sea. 

The Ehen, with a course of fourteen miles and a catch- 
ment basin of seventy square miles, drains Lake Ennerdale, a 
sheet of water about three miles in length by a half broad. 
It has many iron works on its banks which, though they 
discolour the river and render it unfit for fly fishing by their 
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refuse, yet do not appear to harm the fish, for the river is 
prolific and holds a good reputation for nets and rods. Up 
to 1862 both rivers were blocked by a weir half-a-mile above, 
the tideway. Their mouths were fished by V-weirs, and both 
of them were desperately poached all the year round. The 
Ehen falls into the sea below Egremont by a remarkable 
channel which runs for several miles parallel with but quite 
close to the sea shore. Up to 1879 the close time for the 
Ehen and Calder was, for nets from 15th September to 
31st March, for rods from ist November to loth March; 
then in this year a Board of Conservators for the district 
was formed. In 

1880. 311 salmon rod licences issued at lay., 5 weekly 
at 5^., 7 day at 2s. 6d, 

1 88 1. 299 licences at los. 

1882. 387 licences at lay., with a few week and day ; 
twenty poaching convictions. 557 salmon netted, weighing 
1,685^ lbs.; 348 migratory trout averaging if lbs.; 89 salmon 
caught by rod, weighing 783 lbs.; 918 migratory trout, 
weighing 1,300 lbs. There was a good deal of disease. 

1883. 283 licences at 10^., 22 at 5^., 15 at 2s. td.\ 
thirteen poaching convictions. 748 salmon netted = 5,929 
lbs.; 953 migratory trout = 2,738 lbs.; 212 salmon to rods, 
of 8 lbs. average ; 3,560 migratory trout of i^ lbs. average. 
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1884. 247 licences at 105.; nine poaching convictions. 
502 salmon netted, average 8 lbs. ; 969 migratory trout netted, 
average 3 lbs.; 897 salmon to the rods; 1,500 migratory 
trout, averaging i lb. 

1885. 223 licences at lox., 24 at 5^., 25 at 2^. f>d.\ 580 
salmon netted and 1,048 migratory trout; 218 salmon to rods 
and 2,209 niigratory trout of i lb. average. Disease bad; 
some fish were removed from Wastwater and many from 
the Ehen. 

1886. 228 licences at lox., 16 at 5^., 10 at 2^. td. ; 420 
salmon netted and 1,007 niigratory trout; 272 salmon to 
rods and 3,000 migratory trout. 

1887. 141 licences at \os.\ four poaching convictions. 
1,037 ^rout licences at 2^. 6d, There was a great drought 
and very few fish were caught by rod. 

1888. 145 licences at 15^., 41 at 5^., 36 at 2^.; 586 
salmon netted and 2,187 migratory trout averaging 2\ lbs.; 
182 salmon to rods and 5,759 migratory trout, averaging 
barely f lb. 

1889. 137 licences at 15^., 33 at 5^., 24 at 2^.; 656 
salmon netted and 4,438 migratory trout, averaging 4 lbs. ; 
100 salmon to rods ; 4,840 migratory trout of f lbs. 

1890. 173 licences at 15^., 43 at 5^., 49 at 2^.; 1,561 
salmon netted, 7^ lbs. average; 4,127 migratory trout of 4 lbs. 
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average; 451 salmon to rods, average 5 lbs.; 3,212 migratory 
trout of 3 lbs. 

1 89 1. 134 licences at 15^., 44 at 5^., 100 at 2s.\ nine 
poaching convictions. Disease prevalent and over 200 fish 
removed from rivers. 1,877 salmon netted, average 5 J lbs.; 
1,801 migratory trout, average 2\ lbs.; 501 salmon to rods, 
with 2,388 migratory trout. 

1892. 165 licences at 15^., 55 at 5^., 126 at 2^.; 1,097 
salmon netted, 5 lbs. average; 1,112 migratory trout netted, 
2\ lbs.; 279 salmon to rods, with 1,960 migratory trout. 

1893. 158 licences at 15X., 46 at 5^., 44 at 2x. ; 584 
salmon netted, with 1,815 migratory trout; 170 salmon to 
rods, with 1,700 migratory trout. A very dry season. 
Disease still present. 

1894. 162 licences at 15^., 44 at 5^., 107 at 2^. ; no 
returns made of takes, but this season is mentioned as " the 
best for rods for many years." 

1895. 147 licences at 15^., 35 at 5^., 104 at 2^.; fifteen 
poaching convictions. Season for nets. and rods "above the 
average." It is greatly to be regretted that from the pre- 
ceding season the returns of the catch made by nets and 
rods is for the future discontinued : it would be sastisfactory 
to know the reason for withholding such interesting and 
instructive information. 
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1896. 181 licences at 15^., 42 at 5^., 94 at 2s. A great 
drought, but netting was good, though angling very poor. 
Disease still prevalent ; thirteen poaching convictions. 

1897. Salmon rod licence reduced to 105. td. ; 260 
issued, 30 at 5^., 73 at 2s.\ seventeen poaching convictions. 
The Cleator Weir fish pass on the Ehen in very bad order. 

1898. ** Below the average." 244 licences at 10^. 6^., 
21 at 5^., 36 at 2^. The Whitehaven Hematite Iron Com- 
pany of Cleator Moor was convicted of polluting the Ehen 
to such an extent as to kill fish. The Corporation of 
Whitehaven desiring to take an additional 1,000,000 gallons 
of water per day from Ennerdale Lake, was compelled 
by the Board to heighten the Weir and make a fish pass 
in it. 

1899. ** Below the average." 194 licences at lox. td., 14 
at 5^., 38 at 2s. Complaints were made of the depredations 
of the Black Headed Gulls amongst the fry, these birds 
having increased largely since the passing of the Wild Birds 
Preservation Act. 

1900. Below the average. Disease had disappeared. 
192 licences at \os. 6d., 19 at 51., 52 at 2s. During this 
season there was no netting in the Irt. 

1 90 1. "About the average." 190 licences at 10^. 6d., 
25 at 5^., 39 at 2s. 
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1902. "Above the average." 190 licences at \os.\ 36 at 
5^., 48 at 2s. The Conservators held an enquiry into the 
length, size and description of nets used and also proposed 
to alter the weekly close season. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that from 1882 to 

1893 ^h^ Clerk to the Board gave returns of net and rod 
takes, even to half-pounds, and then the same Clerk from 

1894 ^^ 1902 states that *'no reliable information" is pro- 
curable ; as no explanation . is given, the student of salmon 
lore is left to infer either that the returns from 1882 to 1893 
are rubbish, or that the bailiffs after 1893 ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^ 
trouble to gather any details ; or, again, it may be assumed 
that the takes of the rivers fell off so greatly during the 
prevailing droughts of the nineties that they were not 
considered worthy of mention. 

All the streams of Westmorland and Cumberland that 
fall into the West Coasts have but one run of fish, a summer 
run continuing until the autumn : some experts think this is 
produced by the colder temperature of these streams as 
compared with the larger ones to north and south of them, 
but I am more inclined to the theory that it is purely the 
size of the river that determines whether it has one or two 
runs of fish. The chief river owners of the district are : 
Sir Thomas Brocklebank, Holmrook ; Mr. Richard Grice, 
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Bootle ; Mr. Robert Jefferson, Egremont ; Mr. J. Lindow, 
Moor Row ; The Earl of Lonsdale ; Mr. E. F. Lowthorpe, 
Holmrook ; Mr. C, R. F. Lutwidge, Holmrook ; The Lord 
Muncaster, Muncaster Castle; Mr. J. Musgrave, Gosforth ; 
Mr. C* A* Parker, Gosforth ; Mr. J. D. Watson, Holmrook ; 
Mr. W. H. Watson, Gosforth. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. J. Musgrave, 
Wasdale Hall, Gosforth. Clerk: Mr. W. H. Chapman, 
Duke Street, Whitehaven. 

Close time for nets from 15th September to March 31st; 
for rods from 14th November to March loth ; for trout from 
2nd September to March 2nd. No gaff may be carried 
before the ist July. 
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Chapter X 

THE DERWENT, COCKER, AND ELLEN 

The district of the Derwent includes the Derwent, Cocker, 
Ellen, and some minor streams, which only hold an occa- 
sional sea trout. The Derwent has a rapid course of thirty- 
five miles, in which it drains 270 square miles, with an 
average fall of seven feet per mile; including, however, its 
tributaries it receives the waters of nearly 100 miles of 
streams, six large lakes, and thirty small tarns ; while, as the 
rainfall of its basin varies from 60 to 150 inches a year, 
if the river had fair play it should be a paradise for netters 
and anglers. The Derwent proper empties Lakes Bassen- 
thwaite and Derwentwater ; its tributary, the Cocker, drains 
the lakes of Crummock, Loweswater, and Buttermere ; while 
near Keswick the Greta sends in the overflow from Thirl- 
mere, a lake covering 335 acres with a length of three miles 
by a half in width, with its greatest depth no feet; it is 
now famous as the reservoir from which Manchester draws 
its water supply, which is probably the purest in the 
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Kingdom. The Derwent enters the sea some ten miles 
below Cockermouth, at Workington, and as it has no 
estuary the tidal hau-bour, ceaselessly stirred up by every tide, 
is muddy and foul. In the time of King Charles II, the 
fisheries were worth £,jjoo a year, which would represent 
a very much larger amount than the same sum does at 
present. 

Prior to 1861, there were a number of stake nets 
working to the north of the river mouth, and even at that 
early date they were loudly complained of as doing special 
damage to the salmon fishery. 

In 1 86 1, the Salmon Hall Fishery, which fished until 
October loth, and was placed about a mile above the tide- 
way, was the chief netting station, and as it was said to 
sweep up 90 per cent, of the ascending salmonidce, it practi- 
cally had a monopoly of the river. At this spot the 
Derwent divided, and across each branch a dam was placed 
with a fishing box and cruive in the centre of each, while, 
to make assurance doubly sure, draught nets were used below 
these weirs, and thus hardly a fish got past them until they 
ceased work. A short distance above Cockermouth, the 
Derwent is joined by its largest tributary, the Cocker, and 
up this stream so soon as the cruives below had ceased to 
work, some salmon and many sea trout made their way in 
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the autumn, but as the killing of kelts and spawning fish was 
then looked on as legitimate, but few fulfilled their mission 
or ever returned to the sea; in the winter of 1860-61, one 
man was found in possession of no less than three hundred- 
weight of salmon roe, which he was openly selling for bait. 
Bassenthwaite Lake is eight miles above Cockermouth, 
and in its turn is connected with Derwentwater by about 
five miles of fine angling waters. At the extreme north 
end of Derwentwater. the Greta flows in and contributes the 
surplus waters of Thirlmere ; at this time the Greta was 
nearly free of obstructions, and salmon of heavy weights 
up to 30 lbs. were poached from it. Thirlmere is three 
miles in length, and salmon passed through it to spawn in 
the head streams. Though the Derwent is a. late river, no 
fish to speak of entering it till September, it is famous, 
however, for its heavy salmon, some of over 60 lbs. having 
been netted. Up to 1861, the entire fishery of the river 
was practically in the hands of the lessee of Salmon Hall, 
and as he killed every fish that he could, the proprietors 
above ceased to preserve salmon from which they reaped no 
benefit, and thus all the natives above Salmon Hall were 
permitted to fish how, when, and where they pleased, so that 
up to Bassenthwaite Lake there was no attempt at preser- 
vation. Then came the Act of 1861, and fish passes were 
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ordered to be placed on the Salmon Hall Weirs, and on the 
Fitz Weir above them. 

1862. As no passes had been placed on the Salmon 
Hall Weirs, the cruives could not lawfully be worked, and 
thus, being left open, fish passed into the upper waters in 
such quantities that the Secretary of the Cockermouth Ang- 
ling Association wrote to the Fishery Inspector of that time : 
** you will be glad to hear that a considerable number of 
salmon have been taken by anglers during the last week ; 
that the river is full of fish, and that no one has ever seen 
such fishing or such prospects for many years past. I may 
also add that more fish have been killed above 20 lbs. than 
under, and there is quite an excitement about it in the 
neighbourhood." 

In justice to the then lessee of the Salmon Hall Fishery, 
it must be stated that no sooner did he see the benefits that 
the opening of his cruives conferred on the river, than he 
joined with the proprietors to assist them in every way that 
he fairly could be expected to do. 

In 1872, Mr. Dalzell, the lessee of Salmon Hall, caught 
a clean fish as early as 26th March, but not another till the 
27th April; very few summer fish were taken, the main run 
not commencing before September, when they were all heavy 
fish. Mr. Dalzell always maintained that there was a run 
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of fish in December and the two months following, and that 
it was not difficult to find unspawned salmon in February, 
while kelts stayed in the river as late as August. Above 
Salmon Hall there was the Fitz Weir, belonging to the then 
Earl of Lonsdale, which at one time blocked all the lakes 
and tributaries above it, as it was only when there were 
heavy floods that salmon could ascend it, and on those 
occasions, soon after a spate, they were often seen jumping 
in Bassenthwaite about Christmas time, ultimately to be 
poached in the streams falling into it. 

Owing to the opposition of the late Earl of Lonsdale, 
who refused to place a fish pass in the Fitz Weir, there was no 
Board of Conservators formed until 1880 ; in the meantime 
the river got on as best it could ; the two Angling Societies 
devoted what funds they had to preservation, and Mr. Dalzell 
helped the river generally by not working his cruives too 
severely; also the close time for netting had been prolonged, 
and was in 1879 from ist September to ist February for 
nets, and for rods from 2nd November to ist February, which 
are the close times under the Act of 1861, the cessation of 
netting on September ist doubtlessly helping the river more 
than anything else. The natives also hoped that, under these 
altered circumstances, the river would produce a run of spring 
fish, which was fostered by the catching of a clean fish with 
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spinning tackle from Derwent Water in April 1874, which 
proved, however, but a flash in the pan, and to the present 
day the Derwent remains the latest river in the Kingdom. 

1880. A Board formed and licences issued; 68 salmon 
rod at 15^. 22 poaching convictions. 

1 88 1. 112 licences at 20^.; 67 at 105.; 346 trout at 55. ; 
186 at 2s. 6d. No returns of the takes of nets or rods. 
26 poaching convictions. 

1882. no licences at 20^. ; 56 at los. (month). 33 poach- 
ing convictions. 

1883. 108 at 20s. \ 70 (month) ios.\ 25 (week) 5^. 
35 poaching convictions. Disease very bad. 

1884. 122 licences at 20s. \ 102 at ios.\ 26 at 5^. 
29 poaching convictions. Very dry season ; disease prevalent. 
Close time altered, and was for nets from 15th September to 
loth March, for rods from 15th November to loth March. 

1885. 136 licences at 20s. \ 132 at 10^.; 27 at 5^. 
41 poaching convictions. 

1886. 152 licences at 20^.; 116 at ios.\ 44 at 5^. 
23 poaching convictions. Disease bad. Judging from the 
number of licences issued this must have been a good 
angh'ng season. The Clerk to the Board states in the Con- 
servators' Report to Head-quarters : ** No account kept of 
fish taken in this District." It is extraordinary that no 
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attempt should have been made to gain information on a 
point so vital to the welfare of the river. 

J 887. 114 licences at 20^.; 90 at 10^.; 14 at 5^. A 
decrease of 94 licences from the previous year, accounted for 
by a very dry season. 27 poaching convictions. 

1888. 113 licences at 20^.; 97 at 10^. A dry season. 
323 trout at 55.; 176 at 2s. 6d. 35 poaching convictions. 

1889. 96 licences at 20^. ; 168 at 10^. to 14th September. 
349 trout at 5^. ; 192 (month) 2s. 6d. Disease reappeared; 
34 poachii^ convictions. 

1890. 114 licences at 20^. ; 97 at los. ; 39 at 55. (month). 
33 poaching convictions. Disease very bad. It was noticed 
that the vendace of Derwentwater had become nearly extinct, 
so much so that any odd one that was caught was at once 
taken for preservation to Keswick Museum ; they were at 
one time fairly plentiful. 

1891. 56 licences at 205. ; 150 at 10^. ; 36 at 5^. (month) ; 
2 at 2s. 6d. (week). 30 poaching convictions. 

1892. 162 licences at 205.; 177 at 10^.; 39 at 5^. 
30 poaching convictions. Disease still present. The pollutions 
of the Greta by the Gate Mill Lead Mines at Threkeki were 
the subject of an official inquiry. This must have been a good 
angling season, and it is much to be r^retted that the net and 
rod catch should have been dismissed by the abrupt statement 
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that '* no particular accounts are kept of the number or weight 
of fish caught in this district ; " for that is quite as much a 
part of a Head Bailiffs duty as the catching of poachers. 

1893. 122 licences at 20^.; 177 at 10^.; 34 at 5^. 
31 poaching convictions. A season of great drought, and 
angling very poor. 

1894. 91 licences at 20^.; 133 at \os.\ 38 at 5^. 25 
poaching convictions. Disease diminishing. Dry season and 
poor angling ; netting was below average. The chief riparian 
owners clubbed together and took a long lease of the Salmon 
Hall cruives with the object of facilitating the ascent of 
salmon. In this season they did not work boxes or nets 
with a view to observing what effect the adoption of a similar 
course would have in the future, especially on the supply of 
spring fish. 

1895. ^H licences at 20s. \ 168 at 10^.; 51 at 55. 
28 poaching convictions. A good angling season. 

1896. 113 licences at 20s, \ 153 at 10^.; 83 at 5^. Fair 
netting, poor angling on account of drought. 47 poaching 
convictions, which I believe is up to this date a record 
number for this district, and speaks well for the vigilance of 
the six bailiffs. 

1897. loi licences at 20^.; 172 at \os,\ 52 at 55. 
47 poaching convictions. Disease had nearly disappeared. 
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1898. 61 licences at 20s. \ 157 at 10^.; 45 at 5^. Net- 
ting very poor, angling next to nil. 16 poaching convictions. 

1899. 72 licences at 20^.; 135 at 10^.; 31 at 5^. Only 
7 poaching convictions. No mention is made as to whether 
this great decrease in the number of these convictions is to 
be attributed to the fact that poaching had been gradually 
stamped out. A very bad year for nets and rods. 

1900. 61 licences at 20^. ; 97 at 10^. ; 49 at 5^. 
9 poaching convictions. Another very bad year all round. 

1 90 1. 56 licences at 20^. ; 150 at 10^. ; 36 at 55. 
30 poaching convictions. Again a bad year all round. 

1902. 63 licences at 20^.; 114 at \os.\ 47 at 5^. A 
slightly better season than the two last. 5 poaching con- 
victions. 

From the foregoing statistics it will be seen that there 
are two remarkable matters in connection with the Derwent 
of which the Conservators offer no explanation : first, the 
entire absence of any returns of the take of nets or rods, and 
secondly, the curious and large fluctuations in the poaching 
convictions ; with regard to the former there are four per- 
manent bailiffs employed, whose days are passed on the river 
bank, and surely each of them would have been able to 
report some net and rod takes if they had been ordered to 
do so. and it would have been better than nothing to have 
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known for certain of a number of fiah that these men mtist 
have seen caught unless they wilfully shut their eyes ; for 
had such information been forthcoming, then shrewd ob- 
servers living on the spot would have been able to make a 
more or less accurate estimate of what the total catch had 
been. On the neighbouring river, the Eden, the yearly rod 
take is given with accuracy, and why something which is 
possible there should be impossible on the Derwent passes 
comprehension. The Fishery Inspectors and the Members 
of the Fishery Commissions continually allude to the import- 
ance of these returns and are for ever ** regretting " their 
absence, and so, on the principle that half a loaf is better than 
no bread, I would humbly suggest that the Inspector should 
cease to ** regret," and in lieu thereof commence to ** demand" 
that all bailiffs should make a return, at any rate, of every 
rod-caught fish coming under their notice. The net takes are, 
of course, a more difficult matter to deal with, but the Rail- 
way returns of boxes of salmon sent away, offer a feir basis 
(Ml which to found an estimate. With regard to the poaching 
convictions, it will be seen that in 1895, ^ and '7 the total 
was 122; then in 1899, 1900 and 1902 the total was only 
21, while in the intervening year of 1901 they rose again to 
30 ; surely fluctuations so violent require some explanation, 
that is if the Reports of the Conservators are to be of any 
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value as a guide to the student of salmon life. I confidently 
expect that with this wet season of 1903 there will be a 
great increase in sport and, so, in the number of licences 
issued; the drop from 162 at 20s, in 1892 to only 56 at 20s. 
in 1 90 1 tells but too plainly its melancholy tale of deteriora- 
tion, though no doubt the droughts of the nineties have had 
a great deal to say to this falling off. 

The Ellen, rising in Caldbeck Fells, after a run of 
twenty miles falls into the sea at Maryport by a narrow 
channel which has an ** uncomfortable *' sort of lead into the 
salt water ; it is a nice sporting little river for its size, but 
better for sea trout than for salmon. Up to 1868 it was 
terribly neglected and salmon had nearly disappeared, while 
sea trout were almost as scarce. The mill leads were un- 
guarded, the pollution from coal mines and tanneries was 
severe, and what few fish that ascended the nearly impassable 
weirs in times of flood were speared in the spawning beds. 
Close to Maryport, at Nether Hall, there was a fishing mill 
dam where in the early part of the century report says that 
** cartloads " of sahnonicUB were netted. Above this weir were 
others at Birkley, Crosby, Dereham, Rosegill and Oughterside, 
none of thesn provided with fish passes. In about 1870 the 
improvement of the little river was warmly taken in hand by 
Mr. G. Moore of Aspatria, acting in conjunction with Mr. 
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Jackson Gilbanks and several other gentlemen of the neigh- 
bourhood. These enthusiasts did good work, but nearly gave 
up in despair just as the formation of a Board of Conservators 
for the District came to their rescue in 1880. There are now 
proper passes in all the weirs, and some of their owners are 
themselves keen anglers ; the stream is so entirely dependent 
on rain that it is only of use to those who can get to it 
when just right. 

To return to the Derwent, the chief owners from 
Bassenthwaite Lake to Cockermouth are Mr. T. Hartley, 
Miss Hoskins, Sir Wilfred Lawson, the Rev. D. Harrison, 
Colonel Green Thompson (angling let with house), Mr. E. 
T. Tyson, Lord Leconfield and Mr. J. N. Dickenson; then 
below Cockermouth are Mr. H. P. Senhouse, Mr. T. Paisley, 
Lord Lonsdale, who lets his coops and fishery to the Derwent 
Board, Mr. Cooke's Trustees, and Mr. E. L. Waugh. On 
the Cocker Messrs. Dixon and Alexander are the chief 
owners. 

Mr. H. P. Senhouse, who owns the Fitz Estate and 
Weir, is a keen angler and has one of the nicest reaches on 
the river, which he strictly preserves ; it runs for more than 
two-and-a-quarter miles on the left bank, though for part of 
the distance both sides belong to him ; there are eight good 
casts, of which, perhaps, the best are Fitz Dane, Cradles, 
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and Fitz Banking ; trousers are necessary for some of them, 
as for most of the angling below Cockermouth ; a rod of 
16 feet will cover the water; the gaff is not allowed to be 
used before the ist July. The standard salmon flies kill ; 
size, according to height of water; for sea trout ordinary 
trout flies or very small salmon ones. 

The Chairman of the Board is the Rev. Alfred Sutton, 
Bridekirk Vicarage, Cockermouth. Clerk: Mr. T. C. Burn, 
Rosemont, Papcastle, Cockermouth. 

The close time for nets is from 15th September to 
loth March ; for rods from 14th November to loth March ; 
for trout from 15th September to loth March. 
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Chapter XI 

THE EDEN, THE WAMPOOL AND WAVER 

The Eden, one of the most important of English salmon 
rivers, rises on the borders of Westmorland and Yorkshire 
from the western slopes of the same hills that send forth 
from their eastern sides the Ure on its journey to the North 
Sea. After intersecting Mallerstang Common, the Eden 
flows in a northerly direction past Kirkby Stephen, Warcop, 
Appleby and Temple Sowerby, until it is joined by the 
Eamont with the overflow of Ullswater Lake : from thence 
it flows past Edenhall, Langwathby, Great Salkeld, Kirk- 
oswald and the Castles of Armathwaite and Corby, until just 
below Warwick Hall it receives the Irthing on the right 
bank ; thence assuming a more westerly course, it flows past 
Crosby and Stanwix, to receive the tributaries of the Petterill 
and Caldew just before it reaches Carlisle, after which it 
shortly expands into the Solway Firth, after a run of seventy 
miles, in which it has drained 916 square miles of every 
variety of country. 
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The estuary of the Eden extends for about four miles 
ere it actually expands into the Solway Firth, and it is said 
that salmonida enter it by coasting along the Scotch shore. 
In ancient days the tenants of the estuary banks were allowed 
by the Lord of the Manor to purchase the right to use a 
boat for a lump sum, and as in the course of time these rights 
became divided and again subdivided, the numbers of the 
netters increased enormously. Prior to 1861 the estuary was 
fished by draught nets, poke nets and halve nets ; the poke 
nets were worked by long lines of stakes driven into the sand, 
a taut rope running on the top of them ; between every two 
stakes a net was hung on riiigs, which when struck by a fish 
were drawn together, and so formed a bag. The halve net 
was similar to the wade net already described, and was some- 
thing like a very large shrimp net placed across the narrow 
runs of the estuary, which was lifted by the man who worked 
it as soon as he felt a fish strike. At this period draught 
nets were also used above Carlisle Bridge, while at Warwick 
Hall, where the water flows somewhat sedately, there was a 
cruive, or coop fishery, with a similar one above it at Corby 
Castle, and these two weirs then accounted for nearly all the 
Eden fish ; at Corby the river is divided by a long narrow 
island, and the coops were built right across each channel, 
while nets swept the pools below them. Above these 
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obstructions came the weir at Armathwaite, and there the fish 
were caught by nets placed between rocks, and as they leapt 
in trying to take the weir they fell back into these nets. In 
1 86 1 poachers here were not only numerous, but very daring, 
for they went out in large gangs at night and swept the 
river, while they returned in broad daylight with their nets 
and their takes openly hung over their shoulders, defying alike 
the police and the keepers ; if interfered with, they stuck 
at nothing; in 1861 three of them were tried for the murder 
of one Edward Atkinson, a watcher, when, unfortunately, 
they did not get the fate they deserved, but were only con- 
victed of manslaughter, two of them being respectively 
sentenced to twelve and ten years' penal servitude. In 1862 
the stake nets on the English shore of the Solway were 
abolished by the 1861 Act, when there ensued an immediate 
and marked improvement in the river ; also the coops at 
Warwick Hall and Corby Hall had fish passes placed in 
them, while at Armathwaite the use of nets was not per- 
mitted within fifty yards of the weir ; at Corby 176 salmon 
were captured, as against ^^ in 1861, and at Armathwaite 
193 as against 150. 

In 1863 the improvement continued, while numerous 
illegal nets and other instruments were seized and confiscated. 
It was estimated that the yield of the river this season was 



THE EDEN, WAMPOOL AND WAVER 127 

certainly over 15,000 fish, and this though the Caldew and 
Eamont were closed by impassable weirs, and the breeding 
grounds practically limited to the river below Armathwaite. 
In spite of this improvement, the Cumberland Quarter 
Sessions stoutly resisted the formation of Fishery Districts in 
that county, and thus, at this date, the river was only pro- 
tected by two Angling Associations, one at Carlisle and the 
other at Penrith, on the Eamont, which was more for trout 
than for salmon. 

The Eden, with the Severn, are the two earliest large 
rivers of England, and that the former should be so is truly 
remarkable, seeing that the other rivers that fall into the 
Solway Firth, such as the Esk, Annan, Nith, etc., are all 
late rivers. One of the great drawbacks to the prosperity 
of the Eden consists in the fact that, even up to the present 
day, there are different laws for the English and Scotch 
sides of the Solway Firth; the coasts of Cumberland and 
Dumfriesshire are not very far apart, and at quite low tide 
the Solway Firth is represented by a mere shallow, narrow 
channel, easily forded in places ; in England the weekly close 
time is forty-two hours, from Saturday at 6 a.m. to midnight 
on Sunday ; in Scotland it is thirty-six hours, from 6 p.m. 
on Saturday to 6 a.m. on Monday; it is almost needless to 
say that this anomaly is taken advantage of, and that fishing 
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is carried on in all parts of the Solway until 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, and renewed again at midnight on Sunday, and 
thus the close time is reduced to thirty hours by the netters 
"ringing the changes*' on the two close times. Again, on 
the English shore nets are not permitted to have a mesh 
of less than two inches from knot to knot, or eight inches 
all round ; on the Scotch side the mesh limit is one-and- 
three-quarter inches or seven inches round, a reduction which 
gives them a great advantage over the English nets in 
the capture of small sized sea trout. Then further, on the 
English shore fixed engines — that is, bag and stake nets 
— have been abolished and declared illegal, although on the 
Scotch side they exist in plenty and are legal. 

In England, Water-bailiffs have the power to search 
boats, nets, etc. ; in Scotland they cannot do so ; moreover, 
a summons issued against a poacher in England is not 
servable in Scotland, and vice versa, and thus a poacher 
has only to step from one Kingdom to the other to avoid 
arrest. The yearly close times of the two shores also differ, 
but this perhaps is unavoidable, inasmuch as the Eden is a 
very early river, while the Esk, Annan, etc., are late ones. 
Up to a recent date, drift nets were .licensed by the Eden 
District Board, but most of their fishing was done on the 
Scotch shore, where they were illegal ; happily, some of the 
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Boards of Conservators have now declared them illegal in 
England also^ which has done away with a fruitful source 
of friction between the netsmen of the two shores. 

Both sides of the Solway are infested by sparling, or 
smelt, fishers, who begin operations in August and fish 
throughout the winter with very small-mesh nets; they work 
chiefly at night, and it is well known they fish really for 
salmanida, and that the sale of all the sparling in the 
district would not suffice to pay the crew of one boat. In 
fact, nothing short of legislation can possibly unravel the 
tangled skein of law at present existing in the Solway Firth, 
or reconcile the conflicting interests of the netters and river 
owners of the two shores. 

At length, in 1869, a Board of Conservators was duly 
formed. 

1870. A very dry . season, and poor angling. 118 
salmon rod licences issued at 20s. Twenty-six poaching 
convictions. 

1 87 1. A good year all round. 97 licences at 20^., 36 
at 12^. 6d.y 24 at 5^. Twenty-four poaching convictions. 

1872. As a result of the better protection afforded by 
the Board of Conservators, there were more fry, more clean 
fish, and more kelts in the river than there had ever been 
seen before, though the river owners complained loudly that 

VOL. II. I 
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the increase in the numbers of the fish had been almost 
entirely for the benefit of the tidal netters. Free gaps were 
made in the coops at Warwick Hall and Corby Castle. 93 
licences at 20s. y 32 at 12^. (>d., 18 at 55. Twenty-nine poach- 
ing convictions. 

1873. There was again a marked increase in the number 
and weight of salmon, many of over 25 lbs. were taken ; on 
February 2nd, the opening day, upwards of 600 were netted, 
while the Warwick Hall and Corby Castle coops captured 
close on 200 in the first two days. The question of opening 
up the tributaries was again considered, for the fine spawning 
grounds of the Irthing and Caldew were still blocked by 
impassable weirs ; nevertheless on the latter river 200 pairs 
of fish spawned in the short distance open to them, although 
most of them were poached, or the spawn was destroyed by 
pollution or lack of water. The weir at Armathwaite also 
cut off many fish from the fine spawning grounds in the 
neighbourhood of Lazenby and Eden Hall. About this 
period the sewage of Carlisle began to pollute the river 
in a dangerous manner. 102 licences at 20s. ; 29 licences 
at 12^. 6rf. above Armathwaite; 20 licences at 5^., Wampool 
and Waver. Fourteen poaching convictions. 

1874. This year there were licensed 100 halve nets at 
20s, each ; 10 draujjht nets at £1 each ; 23 private draught 
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nets at ;^5 each ; 3 coops at ;^io each ; 2 coracle nets at 
£2 each; 160 salmon rods at 20^. each; 25 salmon rods 
at 5^. each. 

Considerable trouble arose from the large number of 
halve netters ; the Eden estuary at low tide consists of many 
narrow channels running through sand, and the main one is 
continually shifting, and was for ever confusing the fishery 
limit between England and Scotland. Into this peculiar 
estuary all the salmon making for the river came with each 
tide, when every fisher did his best to take them. In old 
days the leister was used, but when that became illegal 
the fishermen devised the halve or heave net — a gigantic 
shrimp net some twenty feet in width by four in depth, with 
a bag of net ten feet in length ; then later on a smaller 
edition of the large net came into use, which was about a 
third of the size of the halve net, and locally known as a 
" hand " net. When the fishing time arrived, the halve 
netter stood in the channel with his net in front of him 
resting on the sand, and the instant he felt a fish strike it 
the net was smartly raised and the salmon fell into the bag 
and was knocked on the head. Then, as the number of fish 
increased, the netters began to fight amongst themselves for 
the possession of the best stands, while the hand-net men 
no sooner saw a salmon working its way up-stream to a 

1 2 
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hah'e net, than they would cut in in front of it, and take 
the fish with their small net ahnost from under the nose of 
the halve netter, though needless to say this often led to 
blows and bloodshed : then, to the great ind^nation of the 
users of both sorts of nets, many "strangers" came from 
a distance during the fishing season to engage themselves 
ostensibly as farm servants, though they also joined in the 
netting whenever the opportunity offered. Thus riots became 
so frequent that the Police were obliged to interfere, until at 
length the men decided to choose their stands by lot, by a 
custom which they called "mills." A more complicated 
method of drawing lots could hardly be devised : a number 
of sand-hills were made and arranged in a circle according 
to the number of men who wanted places; the last man to 
arrive was blindfolded, and set a short distance apart — each 
of the others then chose a sand hillock, leaving a vacant 
one for the blindfolded man, who was then brought into the 
centre of the circle, and his sight being restored to him he 
proceeded to kick down one of the hillocks ; the man who 
had chosen it had first pick of the netting positions, the choice 
of second, third, and fourth, and so on, alternating next to the 
one kicked down ; this method was, however, always open to 
abuse, by arranging beforehand for someone to come last and 
recognise a peculiarity in a heap which was to be the one 
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to be kicked down. The late Mr. Buckland devoted much 
time in arranging the differences between the halve netters, 
the hand netters and the ** strangers " ; the latter were even- 
tually kept away by a £i licence for each net — the stands 
were numbered and drawn for from a bag, and netters were 
compelled not to quit their stands, which did away with the 
" fore-baulking " and cutting in. 

1875. 80 halve nets licensed at 50^. each ; 161 rods at 
21^., 32 at 55. Twenty-one poaching convictions. 

1876. 93 halve nets at 50^.; 143 rods at 2U., 38 at 
5^. Thirty-one poaching convictions. As compared with the 
large takes of 1872, '3 and '4 there was a considerable falling 
off", although the catch was still in excess of what it was 
before the 1861 Act; the decrease was attributed to the 
severe netting on the Scotch shore, especially at the mouth 
of the Nith and Annan. 

^^n* 153 ''od licences at 21^., 37 at 5^. Early in this 
year disease made its first appearance, though it did not show 
above Armathwaite. The Lune, the Nith and the Annan were 
also simultaneously attacked by it : this was the first appear- 
ance of that mysterious sickness which, since this date, so far 
as a cure is concerned, has baffled our scientists equally with 
the grouse disease. Between March, 1877, and May, 1878, 
1,271 dead salmon were taken out of the river and buried. 

VOL. II. I* 
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1878. 166 rod licences at 2U., 41 at 5^.; 15 poaching 
convictions. At this period Armathwaite Weir was aknost 
impassable, and hence the non-appearance of disease above it. 
Mr. Buckland, in directing the attention of the Conservators 
to this matter, wrote : ** As matters now are it is really a 
most painful sight, which might well be called cruelty to 
animals, to see the spawning salmon knocking themselves to 
pieces and dashing their heads against Armathwaite dam in 
their vain struggles to surmount it." At this date the Chairman 
of the Board was Mr. W. Parker, Carleton Hall, Penrith. 

1879. 130 rod licences at 21^., 31 at 5^.; 24 poach- 
ing convictions. The pollution caused by the sewage 
of Carlisle began to be very harmful to the river. 

1880. 126 rod licences at 21^., 43 at 5^.; 1,328 trout 
rod licences at 2s. 6d,\ 174 trout rod weekly at i^. ; 24 
poaching convictions. A proposal by the Conservators to 
shorten the close time by six hours was disallowed by the 
Secretary of State. 

1881. 142 rod licences at 215., 35 at 5^.; 32 poach- 
ng convictions. 

1882. 176 rod licences at 21^., 35 at 5^. ; 1,528 trout 
rod licences at 2s. 6d.; 116 trout rod (week) at is. There 
was a great increase in poaching convictions, which amounte 
to 68 in this season. From 23rd October, 1881, to end 
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of April, 1882, no less than 2,579 dead or diseased fish were 
removed from the water and buried. 

1883. 140 rod licences at 2u., 41 at 10^., for above 
Armathwaite, 33 at 5^., 68 weekly at 5^. ; 74 poaching 
convictions. Up to 3rd January, 1,177 diseased fish removed 
from river. 

1884. 170 salmon rod licences at 21^., 29 at lay., 16 at 
7^. 6flf., 56 at 55. weekly, 35 at 5^. ; 55 poaching con- 
victions. 1,079 diseased fish removed. 

1885. An average season. 149 licences at 21^., 35 at 10^., 
10 at Ts, 6d., 28 at 5^., 63 weekly at 5^. ; 250 salmon caught 
by rod; 490 dead fish removed; 79 poaching convictions. 

1886. 135 licences at 21^., 38 at 10^., 5 at js. 6d., 34 
at 5^., 63 weekly at 5^. ; 1,525 trout rod licences at 2s. 6d., 
season; 157 trout rod licences at is., weekly; 300 salmon 
and 200 migratory trout caught by rod. Disease dis- 
appearing and only 80 fish removed from the river. 

1887. 142 rod licences at 21^., 20 at 10^., 9 for Irthing, 
Wampool and Waver at ys. 6d., 26 at 5^. for Duke of 
Devonshire's water, 20 at 10^. above Armathwaite, 72 weekly 
at 5^.; 657 diseased fish removed. This was a very poor 
angling season and no returns of the rod take are procurable. 

1888. 105 rod licences at 21^., 107 weekly at 5^., 
18 at 10^. above Armathwaite, 6 at js. 6d., 2t2> at 5^. ; 
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57 poaching convictions. A fish of ^i\ lbs. caught at 
Corby, but a poor angling season and no returns made. 
600 dead fish removed. 

1889. 118 rod licences at 215., 20 at 10^., 104 weekly at 
5^., 83 at 55., for Waver, Wampool and Duke of Devonshire's ; 
46 poaching convictions ; 500 diseased fish removed from 
river. 39 drift nets licenced at £,<^ each ; 14 draught nets in 
private waters at ;^5 each ; 147 haaf nets at 305. each. The 
salmon rod licence for the Irthing was reduced to 5^. from 
7^. 6d. Armathwaite dam still remained without any proper 
fish pass. The pollution from the Greenside Lead Mine was 
discharged into Ullswater Lake, and did much damage. 

1890. 122 licences at . 21^., 28 at lay., 69 at 55. for 
Irthing, Waver, and Wampool ; 66 at 5^. for week ; 45 
poaching convictions ; 250 diseased fish removed. The rods 
caught 200 salmon averaging 15 lbs. each. 

1 891. 97 rod licences at 21^., 31 at lay., 96 weekly at 
5^., 30 at 5^. minor streams ; 34 single-handed rod at 5^. ; 
5 1 poaching convictions ; 400 diseased fish removed. The 
rods caught 570 salmon, weighing io,9CX) lbs. 

1892. 127 licences at 2u., 39 at lay., 48 at 5^. for 
minor streams, 47 at 5^. for single-handed rods, 96 weekly at 
5^. ; 102 poaching convictions, chiefly for using gaff out of 
season ; 1,270 diseased fish buried. The rods caught 550 
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salmon, weighing 9,100 lbs. At this date ten permanent 
and two temporary bailiffs were employed. 

1893. A great drought ; the rods took 300 fish weighing 
4,500 lbs. 143 licences at 215., 31 at 105., 42 for minor 
streams at 5^. ; 26 single-handed rod at 55., 68 weekly at 
55. ; 91 poaching convictions. The dry season accentuated 
the harmful eftects of the Carlisle sewage to such an extent 
as to cause the Conservators to make the strongest representa- 
tions to the Town Council. 

1894. Very poor angling season; the rods caught 160 
salmon weighing 2,400 lbs. ; only 50 diseased fish removed 
from river. 106 rod licences at 215., 23 at 105., 40 minor 
streams at 55., 32 single-handed rod at 5^., 66 weekly at 55., 
9 day at 25. 6^. A better pass was placed on Armathwaite 
Weir, but not so satisfactory as it might have been. 

1895. Very poor angling season; the rods caught 210 
fish weighing 3,150 lbs. ; disease had nearly disappeared. 
109 rod licences at 21^., 26 at lay., 43 for minor streams at 
55., 32 single-handed rod at 55., 83 weekly at 55., 13 day ^t 
2^. (id. ; 39 poaching convictions. 

1898. Again a very poor angling season ; the rods caught 
270 fish weighing 4,050 lbs. 124 licences at 215., 37 at 105., 
57 for minor streams at 55., 36 single-handed rod at 55., 
85 weekly at 55., 28 day at 25. 6^. ; 33 poaching convictions. 
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1899. Another very poor angling season ; the rods 
caught 100 salmon weighing 1,200 lbs. 92 rod licences at 
21^., 45 at \os.y 29 single-handed rod at 5^., 55 weekly at 
5^., 8 day at 25. 6^. The poaching convictions fell to 1 8. 

1900. A rather better angling season ; the rods caught 
250 salmon weighing 3,750 lbs. 106 rod licences at 215., 52 
at loy., 52 for minor streams at 55., 39 single-handed rod at 
5^., 71 weekly at 5^., 15 day at 2^. (yd. There were only six 
convictions for poaching, a remarkable decrease from the 
74 of 1883. 

1 90 1. A long drought and poor angling season ; the 
rods caught 230 fish weighing 3,450 lbs. 98 rod licences at 
21^., 40 at 15^. above Armathwaite Weir, 29 at 75. 6rfl minor 
streams, 34 single-handed rod at 5^., 86 week at 55., 27 day 
at 2^. 6^. The troiit rod licences were raised from 2s, 6d. to 
2fS. 6d. ; only nine poaching convictions. The pollution caused 
by the Carlisle sewage was very bad indeed. 

1902. A moderate season ; the rods caught 230 salmon 
weighing 3,450 lbs. 102 licences at 21^., 30 at 15^., 28 at 
75. 6d. for minor streams, 36 single-handed rod at 55., 92 
weekly at 5^., 49 day at 2^. 6d. \ 13 poaching convic- 
tions. The Carlisle Corporation at last decided to expend 
;^6o,ooo on a scheme for diverting their sewage from the 
river. The chief tributaries of the Eden are the Eamont 
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(fifteen miles), which drains UUswater Lake, and receives 
also the Lowther tributary, which brings in the overflow of 
Haweswater Lake ; as a weir at Penrith blocks the further 
ascent of salmon, the large extent of good breeding grounds 
above it is valueless. Between Penrith and the junction 
with the Eden a few autumn fish are caught by the rod, the 
number depending on the wetness or dryness of the season. 
In a similar way the Irthing (twenty-seven miles) is blocked 
a little distance above the junction ; in this available short 
stretch of water many salmon spawn, usually to have their 
eggs destroyed by pollution or drought, while in times of 
water-plenty a certain number are caught by the rod. Very 
few, if indeed any, fish ascend the Petterill (twenty-one miles), 
though the adjacent stream, the Caldew (sixteen miles), holds 
them in fair numbers. The two other rivers of the district, 
the Waver and the Wampool, falling into Moricambe Bay, 
are unimportant ; each yields a few salmon to the local 
anglers every season, but they are so few that no one would 
come from a distance to make a stay on their banks for the 
special purpose of salmon fishing. 

Above Eamont Junction the Eden can hardly be called 
a salmon river, for, though in wet autumns a few fish do 
come up, nearly all that get past Armathwaite Weir make 
for the Eamont. These upper reaches are famous for their 
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trouting, and though of late years grayling have increased so 
much as to become detrimental to the well-being of the 
trout, there are still splendid baskets to be made on the 
waters of Mr. Torbock of Crackenthorpe and Bewley Castle, 
and on the sections lying above and below. 

Below Eamont Junction the chief anglings are those of 
Eden Hall, Skirwith Abbey, Nunwick Hall, Salkeld Hall, 
and Lazenby Hall ; below Armathwaite on the right bank 
the chief owners are Mr. E. Ecroyd of Armathwaite, Mr. P. 
Howard of Corby Castle, Mr. T. H. Hodgson of Newby 
Grange, Mr. Carruthers of Eden Grove, Mr. Hough of Park- 
broom, the Duke of Devonshire and Mr. Mclnnes; on the 
left bank from Armathwaite are Mr. E. Ecroyd, Mr. Horrocks 
of Eden Brow, Mr. Coulsdon of Longstrumble, Mr. Arm- 
strong, Mr. Steele, the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle, the 
Executors of Mr. Parker, the Duke of Devonshire and 
Mr. Mclnnes. 

With regard to the Eden it is, with a solitary Scotch 
exception, the only river where I have experienced anything 
in the least degree discouraging. In these days of publicity 
and appreciation of salmon angling, neither lessor nor lessee 
can hope to keep any fisher out of information which he is 
entitled to acquire ; the value of an angling or shooting right 
is what it will fetch, and only a goose will bid for it unless he 
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has, or thinks he has, some foundation on which to make an 
offer. On the banks of some parts of the Eden, a sentiment 
seems to prevail which partakes somewhat of the character ^ 
Punch's bricklayer : ** Why, Bill, here s a stranger ! let s heave 
half-a-brick at him," though, of course, the sentiment is 
expressed in the refined language of the gentleman. One 
lessee writes me — in great indignation that I should have 
asked him to tell me something about his angling: **The 
whole of this river is mostly let on lease, and anything you 
might say could be of interest to them only (the grammar is 
his), and scarcely then, for they are already in possession of 
the information. Not so long ago an attempt was made to 
acquire my water over my head by the offer of a rent in 
excess of what I then paid, and as this practice is becoming 
quite common you can easily understand that I do not wish 
to assist such people." With regard to the first statement, 
I will merely point out that even lessees may wish to sub-let, 
that leases may expire and not be renewed, and that even the 
most robust angler cannot last for ever; as to the concluding 
part of the letter I can only say that, so far as my experience 
goes, the shabby process described is a novel one, and I am 
sure all good sportsmen will condemn it, while ungrudgingly 
leaving to Edenside a monopoly of such bad manners. The 
writer of this letter evidently considers he has a **good thing," 
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and wishing to keep it (small blame to him), he fears that if it 
were written about it might cause him to lose it* However, 
so far as I am concerned, I can safely say that never yet in 
any of my books have I penned anything which has caused 
the smallest annoyance to proprietor or lessee. 

So, now, shortly to describe the river to the best of my 
ability and in a way that I trust will neither offend nor injure 
anyone. Starting then from Carlisle, ready to hand are the 
waters of the Carlisle Angling Association. The price of 
season tickets for residents is fixed by the Committee from 
time to time ; those who reside ten miles or further from 
Carlisle can take season tickets for £2. 2s. ; monthly, £1. is.; 
weekly, 10^. 6d. ; daily, 2^. 6d. ; trout only, for season, £1. is.; 
for week, 5^. //on. Sec: Mr. H. H. Hodgkinson, 9, 
Lowther Street, Carlisle. 

The water begins about a mile-and-a-half above the 
town and extends down for three-and-a-half miles on both 
banks, on the left bank from Botcherly Lane end to near 
Grinsdale ; the pools are eighteen in number, viz : — Island 
Head, Fourth Gill, Robbies Rocks, Boat House Stream, 
Bone Mill Stream, Willow, Ralph's Neck, Charlies Neck, 
Ash Tree, Caldew Foot, The Wall, Back of Swift's, Ledget 
Hill, Summer House, Intake, Rickerby Stream and Rocks, 
and The Boil On the right bank it goes from Rickerby 
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Beck to Grinsdale Island ; in addition to the casts enumerated 
there are those of Paddy s Nose, Half Moon, Petterill Foot 
and Beck Mouth. The Association also has leases from Mr. 
Mclnnes, The Duke of Devonshire, Mr. Gillespie, the North 
British Railway Company, Mrs. Graham, Mr. J. Thompson 
and Mr. T. Robfhson ; some eight or nine of these pools can 
be cast from the bank, the remainder are waded with trousers 
from either side. The Boil, Rickerby Rocks, Caldew Foot, 
Paddy's Nose and Island Head are perhaps the best^; an 
i8-ft. rod is wanted; the favourite flies are the Black and 
Silver Doctor, Jock Scott, Grey Turkey and the famous 
local fly the Bull-dog, invented by Robert Strong, the tackle- 
maker of Castle Street. Carlisle ; a killing-looking lure, and 
right well tied, is the pattern that lies before me : — 
Tag: Gold twist; claret floss silk. 
Tail: Gold pheasant topping ; blue chatterer. 
But : Black ostrich herl. 

Body: Lower three parts of oval, silver twist wound 
round ; black ostrich herl ; two toucan feathers ; 
rest of body blue floss silk ; silver twist ; dark 
blue hackle at shoulder. 
IVtng : Alternate strips of swan dyed black and yellow ; 
each strip about one-sixteenth of an inch in width ; 
a few strands of gold pheasant ruff and wood 
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duck over them with a topping over all ; rich 

brown jungle cock cheeks. 
There is, however, no need to shirk giving any of the 
other standard patterns a trial, especially those with silver or 
gold bodies; all other lures are allowed, the natural gudgeon 
and stone loach with prawn and Devon are the favourites. 
No gaff may be carried prior to the ist of July, a law which 
extends over the whole river. Salmon run from 8 up to 
35 lbs. (sometimes heavier) and the average may be put at 
1 8 lbs. Grilse average 5 lbs. The record fish for the Eden 
was caught in Warwick Hall water at Holm Gate Rocks by 
George McKenzie, a keeper in the employ of Mr. J. Carter 
Wood, the then lessee ; it was caught with a fly on 2nd 
November, 1892 and scaled 56 lbs. ; this fish was preserved 
and is still in Mr. Carter Wood's possession. The Association 
waters yield about ten to fifteen spring fish and from sixty 
to seventy in the autumn. In the spring of 1903 Mr. Wilson 
of Carlisle took in a day six spring fish of 9^ to 14^ lbs. 
from Mr. CoUing^ood's water at Wetheral, and lost two 
others besides. The autumn takes have also been good, 
Messrs. Ward, Raine and Robinson having days of four and 
five fish and Mr. Lockhart one of 40 lbs. In some seasons 
there are heavy runs of sea trout, in others they are not 
quite so numerous; they begin in May with an average 
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weight of i^^ lbs. and are much fished for at night with a 
local fly called the ** Bustard," dressed as follows : — 

Tail: A short small oval piece of wash leather. 

But: Peacock herl. 

Body: Orange floss silk. 

Wings : Two strips of any yellow feather. 

Head: Peacock herl ; sneck bend size 7. 

In the day they take ordinary trout flies such as the 
Red Spinner and Greenwell's Glory. Mr. Mclnnes retains 
some three-and-a-half miles of the right bank, and about two 
miles of the south — a splendid stretch of angling for which 
he aUo holds a netting licence — though he rarely uses it and 
then only to maintain his right, while any fish he may catch 
are distributed amongst his friends ; then higher up on the 
right bank Messrs. Hough have about a third of a mile, in 
which there is one very fine pool ; the left bank is in the 
hands of Mr Parker's executors, and is let to Warwick 
Hall — extent a little over four miles, and splendid water ; 
then as Park-broom ends, Mr. Carruthers comes in on the 
right bank, with about three-quarters of a mile, which he 
retains; above him Messrs. Saul, Hough and Hodgson own 
jointly about two miles up to Irthing Fort, and in this 
stretch is the famous catch of ** Crosby Wall." From Irthing 
Fort to Little Corby Island the river belongs for about 
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half-a-mile to Mr. Howard, who leases it. He also owns 
from Warwick Bridge to Holme Eden, and leases it to 
Mr. Watson, whose property also runs with the river for 
about half-a-mile. Mr. Howard lets his angling on the right 
bank from Warwick Bridge to Wetheral Bridge, about two 
miles, to the Yorkshire Angling Association. On the left 
bank from the Otter Stone below Warwick Bridge to Corby 
Castle Coops, the owners are the Dean and Chapter of 
Carlisle, and who let it to Mr. A. H. Collingwood — a very 
fine water for salmon and trout. From Wetheral Bridge to 
Mill Beck on the right bank — say three miles — Mr. Howard of 
Corby Castle lets also to the Yorkshire Angling Association 
— the opposite bank is leased by Archdeacon Prescott — two- 
and-a-half miles — and this is perhaps the best stretch on the 
river. Above this Mrs; Steel of Brackenbank keeps in her 
own hands the next half mile. Then we soon come to 
Leaches Farm, on which Mr. Ecroyd some few years ago 
claimed the right of angling; the case was fought to the 
bitter end and, after costing some thousands, Mr. Ecroyd 
established his claim to the fishery, only to find that as he 
did not own the banks of the river, the owners would not 
permit him to use them to reach the river, and that the only 
way he could fish the water was from a boat, from which he 
could not land without risking an action for trespass. From 
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Scott s Farm at Brocklewath to Armathwaite Weir is also 
Mr. Ecroyd's, but leased to Mr. Fraser Sandeman ; 
Mr. Ecroyd then owns a mile above the weir, which is let 
to Dr. Murray of Armathwaite Hall. On the left bank 
Mr. Coulson has about half-a-mile, which is usually let ; then 
Mr. Ecroyd again comes in at Syke Foot Island for a short 
distance, this also being in Mr. Sandeman's hands ; from 
thence to Wallace Fields belongs to Mr. Horrocks — say 
three-quarters-of-a-mile ; from this to Armathwaite Bridge — 
two miles — Mr. Ecroyd keeps in his own hands, and here he 
occasionally takes a dip of the net, not for profit, but on the 
same grounds as Mr. Mclnnes. Then Mr. Edwards comes 
in, who rents the Castle with the stretch between the Bridge 
and Armathwaite Weir from Mr. Ecroyd ; from this water 
he nets and sells such large quantities of salmon, that the 
good folks of Carlisle are led to declare that he has more 
than paid for the rent of the Castle and the fishing by the 
sale of the fish — while in the autumn the sport he enjoys 
with the rod is excellent. Clearly then the Eden is severely 
netted for profit in its fresh waters : first, there are the 
Coops at Corby — then at Warwick Hall, and finally it is 
hard netted at a little below Armathwaite Weir, the latter 
obstruction being some twenty miles above the tideway and 
which, now that the nets have been boi:^ht oft the Wye, is 

K 2 



148 THE SALMON RIVERS 01* ENGLAND AND WALES 

the greatest distance above the tideway at which netting is 
carried on in any English river. 

These three netting fisheries are worked by virtue of 
ancient Charters which cannot be disputed or interfered with, 
and that being the case it is surprising the Conservators 
have not tried to effect a purchase of them, with a view to 
the removal of the coops and the destruction of Armathwaite 
Weir. How well such a proceeding has paid on the Usk 
in the case of Trostrey Weir, on the Tees with regard to 
Dinsdale Dam, on the Deveron, and on some other rivers, 
is a matter of history. The pools and streams of the Eden 
are perfection, its fish run very heavy, and the river leaves 
nothing to be desired from the angler's point of view, and 
thus, if this fresh water netting could be stopped it would 
certainly become one of the best, if not the very best, 
salmon angling rivers of the Kingdom. The fish pass in 
Armathwaite Weir does not work so well as could be 
wished, a fault which some of the local experts attribute to 
the pass having been placed on the wrong side of the weir. 

Close time for nets from loth September to loth Feb- 
ruary ; for rods from 15th November to i6th February; for 
trout from ist October to ist March. 

Chairman of the Board: Mr. M. Mclnnes, Rickerby, 
Carlisle. Clerk: Mr. J. B. Slater, Court Square, Carlisle. 
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Chapter XII 

THE BORDER ESK, AND TWEED 

The Esk rises on Eskdalemuir from the high hills which 
divide the counties of Dumfries and Selkirk. After a run of 
forty miles in which it drains 431 square miles, (of which 
309 are in Scotland, with 122 in England), it falls into 
the Solway Firth a few miles to the north of the Eden. A 
little above Longtown it enters English soil, from which 
point to the sea is but six miles. 

Thus, if I adhered strictly to the title of these books, 
only that length of this river would be dealt with ; but, as 
that seems a somewhat poor way of treating a stream that 
offers greater advantages and more opportunities of sport to 
wandering anglers than most rivers do, I shall step across 
the border and deal with the whole river, which has many 
tributaries, some of which hold salmon and sea trout, the 
principal one being the Liddel, which falls in on the left 
bank about three miles above Longtown and flows through 
Cumberland close to the border. The greater part of the 
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Esk and its tributaries is in the hands and under the pro- 
tection of the Esk and Liddel Fisheries Association, a model 
one formed in 1863, which has for its proprietory members 
the Duke of Buccleuch, Sir Richard Graham of Netherby, 
Sir Frederick Johnstone, and Messrs. W. E. Malcolm, 
Richard Bell, G. Mounsey, and Thomas Beattie. The 
Association issues season, monthly, weekly and daily tickets, 
at a very small cost ; the charge for a season ticket is but 
f6ur guineas, which gives the right for nearly the whole 
river and its affluents, and though some portions of both 
are kept by their respective owners for their own use, these 
reservations are by no means extensive or numerous. The 
Association also rents the nets on the lower waters, and 
though a considerable sum has to be paid for them, these 
nets have been removed, greatly to the benefit of the 
Association waters, which are looked after by four Water- 
bailiffs, who see to the strict observance of the Rules ; the 
chief ones are that no bait or minnow fishing is permitted 
on the Esk or Liddel until the ist May, or after the 15th 
September ; that no angling takes place between 10 p.m. 
and 5 a.m., and that no gaff be used before the ist of April. 
Rod fishing closes in the tributaries on ist of October, but 
is continued on the Esk and Liddel up to the 31st of that 
month. 
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I have often fished the water from Longtown to the 
tide, and venture to suggest that it would be to the advant- 
age of ticket-holders if a strict rule were made which 
prohibited anyone from beginning to fish a stream a short 
distance below an angler already casting it. This was a 
new experience I had often to put up with, and it is so 
unpleasant and unsportsmanlike, that it has deterred me from 
going again to the Esk. Mr. R. McGeorge, Solicitor, 
Langholm, is the Secretary of the Association, from whom 
all details may be obtained. The river always yields some 
heavy autumn fish, even up to 40 lbs., with a few sea trout 
going up to 5 lbs. 

The rivers open for the rod on the 15th February, 
though the angling is not of much account until the end of 
July. June and July are best for sea trout ; July and 
August for herling ; with September and October for salmon. 
Wading stockings and a rod of 16 ft. will enable the 
angler to cover the pools. All the small standard patterns 
of flies will kill, although the silver bodies are the favourites. 
There is usually a certain amount of disease present, though 
there are neither obstructions or pollutions to speak of, and 
altogether these two streams are well worthy of the wandering 
angler's attention. The cost of angling is trifling, while 
accommodation is cheap and plentiful. The local anglers 
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are, however, very smart, and the stranger will have to work 
hard to be level with them ; however, here, as elsewhere, 
they don*t know everything, and those who have gained 
their experience on many rivers will easily hold their own. 

From the Esk we will pass on to the Tweed, the right 
bank of which becomes English soil a little above Carham 
water, both the upper and lower beats being rented by the 
owner of the opposite Scotch bank, the Earl of Home. In 
this section is the famous *' Birgham Dub," from which many 
big takes have been made, notably that of the late Mr. Lid- 
dell, who took close on 200 fish from this one catch in 1887. 
The Wark water follows that of Carham, then Mr. G. T. 
Majoribanks comes in with his Lees water, on which there 
are eight good pools, and this is succeeded by Mr. Colling- 
wood s Cornhill reach with nine other fine catches. Then a 
few miles above Norham the Till falls in from the Northum- 
berland hills, and below that the angling is not of much 
account. 

The Tweed opens for rods on ist February and does 
not close till the 30th November, the longest rod time in 
Scotland. Netting commences on 15th February and ends 
on 15th September, which, in my humble opinion, is a fort- 
night later than is consistent with the best interests of the 
river, though doubtlessly any curtailment would be strongly 
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opposed and would be a difficult matter to accomplish. The 
best angling months are February with the two following 
ones, and then from September 15th to the end of the 
season. An i8-ft. rod is quite necessary, and as nearly all the 
casts are fished from boats, waterproof knee boots are 
wanted for stepping in and out of them. 

As the gaff may only be used during the netting season, 
the landing net is nearly always employed ; also minnows, 
worms or prawns can only be used in the same period, a 
restriction which some anglers consider unnecessary and 
vexatious. Flies range in size from 6/0 to 9 ; these latter, 
which are trout size, being always tied on double hooks. 
The favourites are Jock Scott, Wilkinson, Greenwell, Silver 
Grey, Durham Ranger, Dandy, Blue and Silver Doctor, Sir 
Richard, Childers, White and Dun Wing, Toppy and Steven- 
son, though there are any number of other patterns which 
have been used with success. This wet season of 1903 has 
restored to the Tweed all the angling glories of the past, 
and the rod takes have exceeded any made for many years. 
The whole river has swarmed with fish ; on the Abbots- 
ford and Pavilion waters Mr. Harrison Cripps, with his 
friends, had many days of five or six each. On the Ruther- 
ford section Mr. Hunter Blair and Mr. and Mrs. Morton 
Lucas did even better ; Makerstoun fished equally well. The 
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Floors upper water yielded splendid sport to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ley and Mr. J. Bell Irving, while on the Floors Castle 
water proper Mr. McCulloch had several days of ten and 
eleven fish, and, as I am writing, some weeks prior to the 
end of the season, there is every prospect of even this good 
sport being bettered before it terminates. Both the Border 
Esk and the Tweed have been very fully described in my 
Sainton Rivers of Scotland: and to that book, Vol. iv., I 
must, for want of space, refer my reader for further informa- 
tion. 
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Chapter XIII 

THE ALN 

The most northern river of England, falls into the sea at 
Alnmouth after a course of about twenty-four miles, in which 
it drains 104 square miles of country. Rising near Alnham, 
in the centre of the northern part of Northumberland, it 
passes Eslington Hall, Whittingham, Broome Park, Alnwick 
Castle and Lesbury, to expand at Alnmouth into a small 
tidal estuary of some two miles in length, where formerly an 
unimportant draught net fishery was carried on ; as it opens 
out to the sea there is a vast bank, where at times the sand 
accumulated to such an extent that ploughs had to be used to 
keep the channel clear. Since April, 1859, there is no record 
of any true salmon ; four were caught in that year, but were 
not killed ; it is supposed that the bull trout have exterminated 
them, and there is hardly a doubt that this is the fact. Up to 
1868 there were about a dozen dams on the river that were 
impassable or nearly so ; at about that period the Duke of 
Northumberland espoused the cause of sainto salary and placing 
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passes in all his weirs, and starting a breeding establishment 
in his park, his example was quickly followed by the land- 
owners above him, so that by 1871 the Aln became a fairly 
accessible stream. In spite, however, of raids on the bull 
trout the Aln remains to this day a salmonless river, while 
bull trout enter it in very great numbers. It is doubtful if 
sea trout enter the river ; some of the local authorities 
maintain that they do so, while others are confident that the 
so-called sea trout are but the young or grilse of the bull 
trout, and to this latter opinion I myself incline. Bull trout 
run in October floods and, though they will rarely take any 
lure when fresh run, a great many are caught in the spring 
when they are well-mended kelts ; therefore, the Aln is 
really a brown trout river, and a very good one too. The 
Duke of Northumberland lets his fishing from Alnwick to 
the sea — some six miles of water— to the Aln Angling 
Association, who issue tickets to visitors at 2s. 6d. a day 
or 10^. a week. Hon. Secretary Mr. J. de C. Paynter, 
Alnwick. Above Alnwick the Duke strictly preserves all 
the river that flows through Hulne Park, and leave is only 
given to his personal friends. The Broome Park water, and 
that of the Earl of Ravensworth at Eslington, are under 
similar restrictions. April and May are the best months for 
brown trout, though with sufficient rain they take well all 
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through the season, which opens on the 4th March and closes 
I St November. No wading is required, and a single-handed 
rod will cover the water. For salmonida the close time for 
nets is from 15th September to 25th March; for rods from 
1st November to 31st January. There is no Board of 
Conservators, but the little river could not be better 
managed than it is by the Duke of Northumberland and his 
Agents. 

THE COQUET 

Rises from the two hills of Deels and Wedder in the 
Cheviots, and, traversing the whole county ol Northumberland, 
it passes Alwinton, Harbottle, Rothbury, Weldon Hall, Felton, 
Acklington, Guizance, Morwick Hall and Eastfield Hall, ere 
it forms an estuary at Warkworth, after a run of nearly fifty 
miles, in which it drains 213 square miles of country. The 
removal of the stake nets from the mouth by the Act of 
1 86 1 brought about such a vast increase in the salmonida 
of the river as to lead to the speedy formation ot an Angling 
Association. At this date the chief harvest for the bull 
trout was in the winter close time, when they were severely 
poached from the Felton district ; cartloads of them being 
sent to Paris, where they at once became salmon. 
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It was not until 1867 that a Board of Conservators 
was formed, who imposed licence duties on nets and rods ; 
the Board reported that the river was absolutely swarming 
with bull trout, and suggested that power should be given to 
destroy them, as they were exterminating the true salmon by 
occupying their spawning grounds and chasing them out of 
the river. 

In 1868 the weirs at Warkworth, Morwick and Ack- 
lington, almost prevented the ascent of fish ; so much so, 
that Mr. Buckland, when writing of this last-named impedi- 
ment, which was an absolute wall, stated he had ascertained, 
by actual measurement, that the bull trout leapt from eight 
to nine feet high in trying to ascend it ; in ninety seconds 
he counted thirty leaps, but none were successful, though the 
leaping continued at about the same rate throughout the day. 
The upper reaches of the Coquet are good ones^ of quick- 
running water, interspersed with pools and shallows, while 
the lower portions, owing to the many weirs, were blocked 
back into the resemblance of a series of ponds. 

At this period the bull trout occupied the river to 
the almost entire exclusion of the salmon, which formerly 
frequented it in fair numbers ; in 1692 it yielded 1,437 salmon 
and 729 grilse; in 1759 the take had fallen to 354 salmon 
and 102 grilse; then, coming to recent times in 1858 and 
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1859, only about 100 were caught in each year, though in 
i860 upwards of 150 were got. Then, the Duke of North- 
umberland, being anxious to restore the salmon to the Coquet, 
took the matter energetically in hand and brought the late 
popular and fish-famous Mr. John Dunbar from the Thurso 
to inspect the river. In his report he proceeds to say : 
" I think I have never seen a river better adapted for 
salmon breeding, feeding, and angling, and if I were not told 
otherwise I would at once pronounce it an excellent salmon 
stream. It is a larger river than the Thurso, where thousands 
of salmon are killed every season. That there are thousands 
of bull trout in the Coquet I have seen with my own eyes, 
what then is the reason that there are no salmon.^ Some 
say it is the nature of the water ; this I do not believe, as 
I know many rivers in this Kingdom, and many more in 
Norway, where salmon and bull trout inhabit the same stream. 
My belief is that, through some cause or other which I am 
unable to explain, the bull trout have got the ascendancy in 
the Coquet, in fact the sole control, and they are vermin 
equally as voracious as pike, and where they predominate 
they will allow no other fish to live. That the Coquet is 
well adapted for salmon, I think I can prove ; it has fine 
spawning fords, deep pools with large stones for shelter, and 
fine strong streams for salmon to sport in, while its woods 
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abound with flies and other insects, affording ample food for 
old and young salmon." Mr. Dunbar concluded by advising 
that an attempt should be made to exterminate the bull trout. 

1869. A ladder was placed on Warkworth Weir, and 
passes placed on Acklington and Felton Dams, and in order 
to permit of war being waged on the bull trout, special 
permission was given to fish the river all through the year 
except for a month from January ist to February ist. In 
this year, Mr. Dunbar took . in the one trap at Warkworth, 
16,000 of these bull trout, with 42 true salmon which were 
all returned to the river. 

1870. Only 4 salmon rod licences were issued at 20^. 
each. Mr. Dunbar reported that about 15,000 bull trout 
had been taken, about half of the number which had been 
killed in 1869, and that he hoped in the year following to 
reduce them in like proportion. He further adds : ** In 
reference to the future prospect of restoring the true salmon 
to the river, a great deal will depend on the care taken of 
the young after they emigrate to the sea. If hang nets are 
to be allowed, I have very bad hopes of getting the river 
well stocked ! '* 

1 87 1. The take of bull trout decreased, and that of 
salmon increased. 13 rod licences; 29 nets at ;^5. 

1872. Mr. Riddell, the owner of Felton Weir, put up 
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an excellent pass in it ; the breeding ponds at Rothbury 
turned about 100,000 salmon fry into the river ; 20 rod 
licences. The mouth of the Coquet being very narrow, 
offered the hang netters great facilities for poaching on dark 
nights, when their nets were often anchored right across the 
mouth of the river ; they stopped all the large fish, and the 




THE COQUET AT FELTON. 

few smaller ones that managed to escape were nearly all 
mesh marked ; the netters also were accustomed to transfer 
their licences, which was carried to such an extent, that four 
permits were made to serve for forty men ! The efforts to 
exterminate the bull trout seemed likely, however, to be a 
total failure, for more of them ascended the river this year 
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than for many seasons previous ; the lessee of Warkworth 
trap estimated that between 40 and 50 thousand came up. 

^^11* 34 rod licences issued. At Warkworth 2 salmon 
of 20 lbs. were netted and passed over the dam. The 
attempt to restore the salmon by exterminating the bull 
trout was finally abandoned, after a struggle of six years, 
during which time 71,808 bull trout were taken. Only two 
fresh run salmon were caught at Warkworth in the whole of 
this season, both in the month of July, each weighing 16 lbs. 
The hang netters became very lawless, and tried to sink the 
boats of the Water Bailiffs when they detected them at their 
poaching. The upper waters round Rothbury were also 
severely poached in the breeding season, as many as eight 
or ten gangs of men having been counted in one night, the 
Hare of their torches illuminating the whole country for miles 
around. 

1874. Though bull trout seldom take a fly or a bait, 
and are thus of little use to the angler, they cannot be 
overlooked as an article of food ; at this date their average 
price was higher than that of grilse, and but little lower than 
that of salmon. 

1875. 20 rod licences at 20s. It being now conclusively 
proved that the Coquet would grow nothing but bull trout, 
it was resolved that every effort should be made to cultivate 
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them to the utmost ; for though, from the angler s point of 
view, they were not desirable occupants of the streams, as 
they seldom took fly or bait when fresh run, yet, as an 
article of food, they were valuable, though their flesh is 
nearly white when boiled, and flavourless when compared with 
that of salmon ; they vary in weight from 2 to 10 lbs. ; the 
early run are small fish, while those of September and 
October will average nearly 10 lbs. ; they are quite as hand- 
some to look at as salmon, and when hooked give just as 
fine sport ; nevertheless, their appearance in a salmon river 
proper is always dreaded, for, spawning six months earlier 
than salmon, they hang round the beds of the more valuable 
fish, to eat large quantities of their eggs and chase them 
incessantly round the pools. Bull trout also stray far away 
from their native rivers, and fair numbers are at times caught 
on the Norfolk coast, and even further south. 

1876. 17 rod licences at 20^. 

1877. A better angling seasgn than usual, owing to a 
succession of floods. 39 rod licences at 20s. ; 14 poach- 
ing convictions. At this date the price of bull trout in the 
local markets was fixed by the price of salmon, and, what- 
ever that was, the bull trout was threepence per pound less. 

1878. The rod licence was reduced to 55., and 400 
permits were issued. At Warkworth Fishery about 3,000 
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bull trout, averaging 3 lbs., were caught. In this year bull 
trout fry were turned into the Thames at Reading, but 
nothing came of the experiment. One of 22^ lbs. was caught 
in the Warkworth trap. 

1879. 328 rod licences at 5^. ; 23 poaching convictions. 

1880. 309 rod licences at 5^. ; 37 poaching convictions. 

1 88 1. 442 rod licences at 5^. ; 21 poaching con- 
victions. At this date the close time for nets was from 
15th September to 25th March ; for rods from 15th November 
to 25th March. 

The Chairman of the Board was Mr. J. Snowball, 
Estate Office, Alnwick Castle, and Seaton Burn House, 
Dudley. 

1882. 421 rods at 55.; 9 poaching convictions. A first 
but slight appearance of disease. 

1883. 386 rods at 5^. ; 22 poaching convictions. 

1884. 383 „ „ ; 16 

1885. 399 rods at 55.; 20 „ „ This 
was a good rod season. 

1886. 434 rods at 5^. ; 18 poaching convictions ; another 
good rod year. 

1887. 433 „ „ ; 12 poaching convictions. 

1888. 378 ,, „ ; 17 „ „ 

1889. 395 „ 
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1890. 422 rods at 5^. ; 7 poaching convictions. 

1 89 1. 484 „ „ ; 6 „ „ . This 
was a good rod season. 

1892. 509 rods at 5^. ; 421 trout rods at 2s. 6d. ; only 
2 poaching convictions. 

1893. 461 rods at 55. ; 468 trout rods at 2s. 6d. ; 26 
poaching convictions. I have not been able to ascertain if 
the jump from 2 convictions in '92 to 26 convictions in 
'93 indicates a sudden cessation of poaching in '92 or a 
sudden decrease of vigilance on the part of the Bailiffs. 

1894. 346 rods at 5^. ; 14 poaching convictions. 

1895- 439 M 
good rod season. 



1896. 510 „ 
good rod season. 

1897. 223 „ 

1898. 226 „ 

1899. 196 „ 

1900. 239 „ 



30 poaching convictions. Fairly 
6 poaching convictions. A very 



21 poaching convictions. 

13 

12 „ 
2 ff >i 

1901. 308 rods at $s. = £77 y 756 trout rods at 2^. 6d. 
= ;^94. los. ; another instance of the trout rod licences pro- 
ducing a larger sum than the salmon rod licences; 21 
poaching convictions. 

1902. 321 rods at 55. ; 14 poaching convictions. 
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Close time for nets 15th September to 25th March ; for rods 
I St November to 31st Jannary. No gaff may be carried 
after 30th September. 

Chairman of Board: The Rev. R. Burdon, Heddon 
House, Wylam-on-Tyne. Clerk: Mr. C. Percy, Alnwick. 

With regard to the peculiar history of the Coquet, it is 
an admitted fact that up to about 1825 it was a productive 
salmon river and more occupied by them than by bull trout: 
then by degrees the river became almost entirely used by 
these last-named fish. Now, as in many other rivers, 
notably the Tweed and the Tyne, salmon and bull trout have 
from time immemorial existed together while the salmon 
have remained in preponderance, I am led to the conclusion 
that their disappearance from the Coquet cannot be laid 
entirely to the ravages of the bull trout ; the solution of the 
problem is, perhaps, to be found in the barring of the river by 
dam above dam; some of these did not exist prior to 1825, 
while those that did exist by degrees became so ** improved " 
by rebuilding, from the millowners' point of view, as to be 
absolutely impassable to salmon, while yet remaining at flood 
times accessible to the more venturesome and more active bull 
trout. Thus from about 1825 the breeding grounds of the 
Coquet salmon were reduced to a minimum and, of course, 
the fish followed suit. Then when in 1868 it was tried to 
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reintroduce them, all attempts were defeated by the enormous 
numbers of bull trout which had had years of quiet times 
in which to establish themselves. For this reason I think 
if the Coquet had always been an easily accessible river to 
salmon, that then to this day salar and eriox would have 




THE MOUTH OF THE COQUET AT AMBLE. 

shared its streams in the same proportions as they did a 
century ago, and as they still continue to do in the Tweed 
and Tyne. 

The Northumbrian Anglers Federation have the privilege 
of fishing the whole of the Duke of Northumberland s portion 
of the Coquet, which extends over some twelve miles of the 
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best of the river : their object is to improve the river by 
better preservation and by restocking it with yellow trout, and 
any profits are spent in furtherance of their good intent. 
By the kind permission of Mr. W. A. Watson-Armstrong, 
ticket-holders can also fish his waters between Brinkburn and 
Rothbury with fly only ; while Mr. Louis Ames of Linden 
grants a like privilege to the holders of whole-season tickets 
to fish his water at Weldon Bridge. Ticket-holders are not 
to sell their fish. Salmon angling commences ist February 
and ends 31st October: brown trout angling begins 4th 
March and ends 30th September. Season tickets, £\, \s.\ 
monthly, \os. 6d. ; weekly, js. 6d. ; day, 2s. 6d. ; between 
Wark worth and Felton, 10^. ; season tickets to sons of 
members who take guinea tickets, 10^. ; salmon licence, 5^. ; 
trout 2s. 6d. Secretary to the Federation: Mr. J. A. 
Williamson, Prudential Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

September and October are the two best months for a 
chance of a salmon ; a i6-ft. rod will do the work and wading 
trousers are advisable : bull trout afford very little sport in 
the autumn, but take a fly freely in the spring, when they 
are undoubtedly kelts, but are yet kept by many of the local 
anglers. 
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Chapter XIV 

THE TYNE 

The North and South Tyne unite a little above Hexham, 
from which point the Tyne proper flows for thirty-five miles 
ere it finds its way into the German Ocean nine miles below 
Newcastle, after draining 1,053 square miles of country. 

The South Tyne has a course of thirty-three miles and 
rises on the borders of Durham and Cumberland. The 
northern river flows from the Cheviot Hills and has a run 
of thirty-eight miles. In i860 the main river and its branches 
were in a sorry plight so far as salmon were concerned, a 
fact which was attributed to the great increase in Newcastle 
shipping and sewage ; probably neither of these evils had 
anything to do with the matter, as Newcastle is but nine 
miles from the sea and there was, twice a day, a tidal rise 
and fall of thirteen feet, which prevented refuse from accu- 
mulating by washing it out to sea; the real cause of the 
decrease was more probably attributable to the ravages of 
the many stake nets working on either side of the river 
mouth, but which were done away with by the Act of 1861 ; 
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likewise, for twenty-three miles above the mouth, up to Bywell 
Dam, the stream was hard fished from eighteen stations 
working draught nets; in 1842 their total value was ;^8oo, 
which had fallen in i860 to ;^550 and still lower in 1861. 
The fishing dam at Bywell also offered an impassable barrier 
to further progress, as it was only in heavy floods that any 
fish passed above it; when the 1861 Act became law, the 
owner of the dam at once consented to place a fish pass in 
it ; prior to that date not only did the cruives stop nearly all 
the fish, but numerous poachers harried the spawning salmon 
below the weir, and so bold were they that no sooner did 
they hear that arrangements had been made for lifting the 
salmon over the dam, than they came the night before the 
d|iy fixed and made a clean sweep of every one. Fortunately 
Mr. Beaumont Went worth, the owner of this dam, took a 
great interest in the Tyne fisheries, and being anxious that 
the owners above him should share in the expected benefits 
of the 1 86 1 Act, and finding some difficulty in making a 
proper fish pass, he very generously gave up his cruives and 
in 1862 the dam was entirely destroyed. This led to the 
whole river above being amply stocked with salmon ; they 
were caught in places where they had never before been 
seen, and as far up as twenty miles above Bellingham many 
were taken by the rod. Prior to this the South Tyne, which 
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once had been more productive than the North, was almost 
denuded of salmon by the pollutions of lead mines and paper 
mills and the obstruction of Warden Weir ; as it happened that 
1862 was a year of water-plenty and the South Tyne shared 
in the general prosperity, its proprietors became anxious to 
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join the North Tyne Fishing Association, which preserved 
that stream up to the Rede Junction, and raised preservation 
funds by taxing the water frontage of the different owners; 
the upper portion at a farthing a yard, the lower at a half- 
penny a yard or ;^3. 135. ^d. a mile. The sewage of 
Hexham, Gateshead, Jarrow and North Shields was also 
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poured into the Tyne estuary at this period and, no doubt, 
did considerable harm. 

1867. Steps were taken to place a good fish pass in 
Warden Mill Dam. The fish-plenty continued to progress 
at such a rate that it became necessary to open up fresh 
spawning grounds to accommodate their numbers. In 1865 
the take of salmon in the Tyne, exclusive of those taken 
outside the bar, was 4,827 salmon and 1,169 grilse, averaging 
respectively k)\ and 3|- lbs. In 1867 500 salmon were caught 
in one tide in July, and the total yield was well over 10,000 
fish, the best cuts selling at la/. a pound. In the spawning 
season that followed 50 salmon were seen for each one that 
had been noticed in the previous year; large numbers, how- 
ever, were found dead ; in half-a-mile 142 were counted 
which had apparently died of debility, and certainly not from 
** disease" as now known. 

1869. Active steps were taken by the Board to do away 
with the severe poaching of the river mouth by fixed and 
floating nets. 

1870. In this year the river was threatened by new 
dangers in the shape of water abstraction by the Newcastle 
and Gateshead Water Company and by a proposal to run 
the Hexham sewage direct into the river; also large 
quantities of smolts were killed by the Newcastle pollutions. 
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The ravages of the thirty-three drift or hang nets working 
the mouth began to decrease the stock of fish. Mr. Buckland 
also declared the South Tyne to be utterly useless for salmon 
purposes on account of the severity of the pollutions. For the 
first time bull trout made their appearance in the Rede, from 
which Woodburn Dam — a nearly impassable obstacle — was 
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removed, the Board having bought it up. The sea nets took 
18,950 salmon; the river nets 17,500 salmon; 141 nets 
licensed at ;^5 each ; 1 24 salmon rods at 20s. There is no 
record of what the rods caught. 

1871. An enquiry was held at Newcastle as to the 
inferior condition of salmon caught by hang nets. Mr. Buck- 
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land found their flesh flabby to the touch, and unsavoury to 
the taste, and Newcastle fishmongers stated that fish caught 
in these nets were " both drowned and hanged ; that they 
become soddened with water and very inferior as food. The 
drift nets are down for many hours and the fish become 
blown out from being so long m the water." Simply, the hang- 
net-caught fish dies a slow and struggling death, and then is 
kept in the water for an indefinite period, and, as every 
angler knows, water is very damaging to the flesh of dead 
fish. The fish that is caught in the draught net has but a 
brief struggle to escape ere it is knocked on the head while 
yet full of muscular vitality, and it is therefore much better 
eating ; in fact, there is as much difference between eating 
a drift-net fish and a draught-net one as there is between 
eating mutton that has been drowned and mutton that has 
been killed by the butcher! When in 1862 the Authorities 
made the stake-nets illegal, hang-nets did not exist at the 
Tyne mouth ; they came first in 1867, when their destructive 
powers were not fully understood, even by those who worked 
them. Since those days it has become an absolute certainty 
that wherever these nets have been used at the mouth of 
any river, so forthwith has its salmon yield commenced to 
decrease, until by degrees hardly a fish is left. It would be 
a blessing to the fish and the river owners if these nets were 
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to be declared illegal for salmon catching round the whole of 
the English and Irish Coasts, as has already been done on the 
Scotch shores ; even if the hang-net fishermen were recom- 
pensed by being permitted to erect stake nets in limited 
numbers, and only within fixed distances of each other and 
of a river s mouth, they would do less harm, while producing 
for the market a better class of food. But the number of 
stake nets should be strictly limited, and not left to increase 
unchecked as they have done on the Scotch coasts, which 
literally bristle with them, their numbers being far in excess 
of what is fair to the river owners or the salmon. It is 
fortunate in the interests of the Tyne fish that the hang 
netters meet occasional troubles, for they cannot work in 
stormy weather, and often when the nets have been put out 
in a calm, a gale has come to force their owners to make 
for the nearest shelter, while leaving their nets to fate ; also 
in very clear water the fish see the nets and keep clear of 
them. I would like to see hang nets and estuary nets 
abolished, and the whole of our coasts fished by a fixed 
number of stake nets ; the public would get a better quality 
of fish to eat, while the supply would be quickly and largely 
increased. In this year the Tyne nets of every description 
took 121,600 fish; 190 nets were licensed at ;^5 each; 135 
rods licensed at 20s. each. 
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1872. A very prolific year; a single hang net of 600 
yards in length took 120 salmon in two hours and 200 in 
the course of the day. There were no less than 166 nets 
licensed at ;^5 each, their catch being 129,100 fish. 162 rods 
at 20s, ; 43 poaching convictions. 53 boats in five days took 
1,002 salmon averaging 12 lbs. ; some of the hang nets were 
1,400 yards in length, most of them were fished from five 
to six miles from the shore, but some went as far as thirty 
miles out to sea in April and May, >vhen they frequently 
caught 8 to 10 fish each tide. An effective fish pass was 
placed in Warden Dam. 

^^IZ' ^90 '^^ts took 86,792 fish of 12 lbs. average; 190 
rods licensed, no return of their take. 21 convictions for 
poaching. Some of the hang nets were now nearly two 
miles in length : the men were continually anchoring them, 
and thus turning them into fixed engines. The angling of 
the Tyne proper commences about Ryton, and extends up 
for some seventeen miles : the North Tyne yields twenty 
miles of good fishing, and the South about a like distance. 

1874. 158 nets licensed at £1 for 400 yards, and 20^. 
for every 400 more. 192 rod licences. 24 poaching convic- 
tions. A staff of seven permanent Water Bailiffs was em- 
ployed at this time. The nets only caught 21,746 fish, a 
falling off of 65,046 from the previous season: the vast 
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number of hang nets began to tell their inevitable tale of 
destruction. In 1866 the Chairman of the North Tyne 
Committee and his son caught 97 fish to their rods, in 1868 
only 35, till at last, in 1873, they came down to one fish for 
the whole season : in order to remedy this state of affairs, a 
playground or sanctuary was reserved for the fish at the 
mouth of the river, where, up till this time, many thousands 
had always been netted. 

1875. The nets took 23,290 fish of 10 lbs. average, and 
the numbers licensed fell to 127. 177 rod licences. 67 
poaching convictions, chiefly for poaching in the playground. 

1876. 138 nets took 24,840 fish. 163 rod licences. 
41 poaching convictions. During the past few years there 
had been a great increase in the quantity of bull trout. 

1877. 145 nets took 41,300 fish. 219 rod licences. 
63 poaching convictions, 26 defendants absconding. 

1878. The nets took 48,150 fish, weighing 674,100 
lbs.; 48,000 migratory trout, weighing 192,000 lbs. 

141 rods at 20^., for Tyne proper; 11 1 rods at 15^., for 
North Tyne; 34 rods at 10^., for South Tyne. 83 poaching 
convictions. Salmon come into the Tyne early in March, 
and increasing in quantity during April and May, the chief 
harvest is in July and August. The winter of this year was 
very severe, the frost lasting from December up to February, 
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1879, and doing much harm to the spawning beds. The 
continued increase of bull trout was a source of anxiety to 
the Board, whose Chairman was Mr. J. M. Ridley, Walwick 
Hall, Humsaugh. 

1879. The nets took 20,670 salmon and 17,724 migrat- 
ory trout; 112 rods at 20^., 109 at 15^., 51 at \os,\ 52 of 
these rods made returns, and caught 378 salmon of 10 lbs. 
average and 585 migratory trout of about 2 lbs. average. 
38 poaching convictions, and 14 other men absconded before 
summonses could be served. 

1880. The nets took 26,482 salmon = 370,748 lbs., and 
16,008 migratory trout = 40,020 lbs. 84 rods at 20^., 93 at 
15^., 69 at loj. ; they caught 984 salmon = 13,700 lbs., and 
2,214 migratory trout = 5,535 lbs. 48 poaching convictions. 

1 881. The nets took 27,858 salmon = 390,012 lbs., and 
12,318 migratory trout = 36,954 lbs. 89 rods at 209., 135 at 
lOJ., 52 at 7^. (>a. ; they caught 2,240 salmon = 31,360 lbs., 
and 3,080 migratory trout = 9,240 lbs. 49 poaching con- 
victions. 

1882. The nets took 41,110 salmon average 12 lbs., 
and 8,860 migratory trout average 2 lbs. 328 rods licensed 
at various rates; they caught 700 salmon and 1,476 migratory 
trout. 31 poaching convictions. No disease had appeared up 
to this date. 
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1883. The nets took 29,938 salmon, 12 lbs. averaore, 
and 15,675 migratory trout, 3 lbs. average. 103 rods at 20^., 
146 at icxy., 42 at 7^. dd. ; caught 2,628 salmon and 3,212 
migratory trout. '^^ poaching convictions. 

1884. The nets took 20,992 salmon, 12 lbs. average, 
and 12,846 migratory trout, 3 lbs. average. 133 rods at 20^., 
125 at loj., 36 at 7^. 6rf. ; caught 294 salmon and 294 
migratory trout. There were 935 trout rod licences issued 
at 2s. 6d. per season, and is. a month. 60 poaching con- 
victions. The salmon disease made its first appearance. 

1885. The nets took 17,670 salmon, 10 lbs. average, 
and 10,300 migratory trout, 2 J lbs. average. 128 rods at 
20^., 128 at 10^., 34 at 75. 6d. ; caught 3,210 salmon and 
2,037 migratory trout. 47 poaching convictions. 

1886. The nets took 23,140 salmon of 13 lbs. average, 
and 7,968 migratory trout of 3 lbs. average. 119 rods at 
20s.y 139 at loj., 31 at 75. 6d. ; caught 2,556 salmon and 
1,428 migratory trout. ^^ poaching convictions. 

1887. The nets took 17,500 salmon = 192,500 lbs., and 
7,724 migratory trout = 24,500 lbs. 118 rods at 20^., 92 at 
iw., 57 at 5^. ; caught 1,335 salmon and 800 migratory trout. 
29 poaching convictions. The Conservators again directed 
the attention of the authorities to the increasing pollution of 
the river from collieries, lead mines, dye works, paper mills, 
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tan yards, alkali and other chemical works, and town sewage ; 
they represented that the powers conferred on them were 
wholly inadequate to deal with or prevent these evils, and 
they asked that greater scope should be given them, while 
representing that otherwise they feared the Tyne might 
eventually become as salmonless as the Bristol Avon, the 
Mersey, the Aire and Calder, the Weaver, the Taff, Ogmore, 
and many smaller rivers, from which salmon have been 
exterminated solely by poisonous pollutions. 

1888. The nets took 25,536 salmon, 12 lbs. average, 
and 9,390 migratory trout, 3^ lbs. average. 95 rods at 20^., 
91 at 10^., 55 at 5 J. for Rede only ; caught 380 salmon and 
241 migratory trout. There was a certain amount of disease, 
chiefly in the Rede. From a return issued by the Fishery 
Board at this date, it appeared that the nets took 33 salmon 
for every sovereign spent in licence duty, while the holders 
of rod licences took but 28 salmon for every sovereign they 
paid ; in other words each rod-caught salmon cost 7^. 3^. in 
licence duty, while each netted one only cost ^d. in duty. 
The amount of the net licence duty for the Tyne was ;^730, 
which at 33*3 fish tor every pound paid, works . out at 
24,309 fish ; the actual take was 25,536, which proves the 
calculation to be by no means an exaggerated one. 

1889. The nets took 15,220 salmon = 182,640 lbs., and 
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7,512 migratory trout, 3 lbs. average. ' 105 rods at 20s. on 
Tyne proper, 69 rods at \os. on North Tyne, 38 rods at 
55. on South Tyne, 31 rods at 5^. on Rede, took 400 
salmon and 190 migratory trout. Upwards of 200 diseased 
fish were removed from the North Tyne and Rede; only 
II poaching convictions. 

1890. The nets took 9,047 salmon = 108,564 lbs., and 
14,810 migratory trout of 3 lbs. average. 89 rods at 20^., 
76 at I05., 71 at 5^., caught 280 salmon and 1,100 migratory 
trout. A very dry season : for weeks in succession no rain- 
fall, and, as an inch of rain per square mile equals 14 J 
million gallons, the shortage of water was enormous. 

1891. The nets took 27,298 salmon = 354,874 lbs., and 
8,605 migratory trout of 3 lbs. average. 103 rods at 20?., 
70 at 10^., 79 at 55., caught 2,000 salmon average 12 lbs. 
and 500 migratory trout. There were 1,161 trout rod 
licences issued ; 14 poaching convictions. It was proved by 
experiment that the water of the North Tyne was warmer by 
two-and-a-quarter degrees than that of the South Tyne, and 
the preference shown by the salmon for the northern stream 
was put down to this fact. With a take of 130,000 fish in 
1872 and an average one of 79,000 in the next five seasons, 
the river had now fallen to an average of 26,000 for the last 
five years. Those dreadful drift nets ! ! Meetings were held 
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to consider the matter, at which it was proposed to prolong the 
netting season ; a suggestion usually put forward by the nets- 
men as soon as the nets have got the upper hand of the fish. 
The evidence of over-fishing was, however, too strong to be 
resisted, for it was shown that on the coast line of the district, 
which is only some twenty-two miles in length, there was a 
total length of twenty-five miles of drift nets, whilst from forty 
to fifty draught nets worked the narrow waters of the river 
itself ! so small wonder that the take had decreased ! After 
hearing all the evidence Mr. Berrington stated that he thought 
it would be wiser to curtail the netting season rather than 
lengthen it, and suggested that it should commence on April 
I St instead of February ist, and close as at present on the ist 
of September; while the rods should not begin before the 
nets, and continue as they had done to the 15th November. 

1892. The nets took 29,880 salmon = 403,380 lbs., and 
11,780 migratory trout, 3 lbs. average. 117 rods at 205., 
81 at loj., 1 01 at 5^., caught 1,200 salmon 12 lbs. ava^e, 
and 1,400 migratory trout. A heavy run of salmon this 
season. 37 poaching convictions. 

1893. The nets took 24,000 salmon 14 lbs. average, and 
9,700 migratory trout. 100 rods at 20s., 39 at lay., 80 at 55., 
caught 300 salmon 9 lbs. ava^e, and 250 migratory trout 
3 J lbs. 28 poaching convictions. 
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1894. The nets took 10,518 salmon 12 lbs. average, 
and 30,972 migratory trout ^\ lbs. average. 94 rods at 20^., 
47 at los., 95 at 5^., caught 143 salmon of 10 lbs. and 160 
migratory trout ; ^7 poaching convictions ; upwards of 300 
dead fish were removed from the river. 

1895. The nets took 21,908 salmon of 11 lbs. average 
and 40,936 migratory trout, 3^ lbs. average. 95 rods at 20^., 
57 at I ay., 105 at 5^. and 17 week and day licences, caught 
510 salmon of 10 lbs. average and 380 migratory trout of 
2\ lbs. average. The salmon rod licences produced 
;^i52. 15^.; 1,177 trouting licences = ;^io7. 12s. 6d. This 
was a very dry summer which caused a great increase in the 
pollution evil, there being no fresh water to dilute it. 

1896. The nets took 15,185 salmon of 12 lbs. average 
and 16,869 migratory trout of 3^ lbs. average. 112 rods at 
20s., 53 at 10^., 98 at 55., 28 week and day, caught 570 
salmon 11 lbs. average and 164 migratory trout of ^\ lbs. 
average. 23 poaching convictions. 

1897. The nets took 10,561 salmon of 14 lbs. and 
14,736 migratory trout of 3^ lbs. 98 rods at 20^., 48 at 
lay., 75 at 55., 29 week and day caught 520 salmon loj lbs. 
and 148 migratory trout. 24 poaching convictions. 

1898. The nets took 11,299 salmon 14 lbs. average and 
25,653 migratory trout, 3 lbs. average. 92 rods at 20^., 41 
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at lo^., 54 at 5^., 11 week and day, caught 123 salmon, 
1 1 lbs. average, and 280 migratory trout 2f lbs. average ; they 
yielded ;^I27. lu., while 1,689 ^^ut rods brought in 
£\(>^. OS. 6d.y and, for the first time in the history of the 
Tyne, the trouters contributed more largely to the preservation 
fund than did the salmon anglers. 21 poaching convictions. 

1899. The nets took 6,788 salmon of 14 lbs. average, 
and 23,411 migratory trout of 4 lbs. average. 91 rods at 20s., 
36 at ics., 59 at 5^., 18 week and day caught 604 salmon 
7 lbs. avers^e and 155 migratory trout of 2| lbs. average. 
There were only nine poaching convictions. In this year it 
will be noticed that the nets only got about 11 salmon for 
each one caught by the rods, while of migratory trout they 
took 1 50 for every one caught by rod. 

1900. The nets took 13,381 salmon of 14 lbs. average, 
and 10,995 migratory trout of 4 lbs. average. 96 rods at 20^., 
61 at IDS., 88 at 5^., 20 week and day, caught 891 salmon 
average 8 lbs., and 379 migratory trout average 2f lbs. ; 23 
poaching convictions. 

1 90 1. The nets took 8,133 salmon of 13 lbs. average, 
and 12,869 migratory trout of 4 lbs. average. 80 rods at 205., 
35 at iw., 66 at 5^,, 19 week and day, caught 150 salmon of 
10 lbs. average and 100 migratory trout 2^ lbs. average ; 1,753 
trout rod licences issued. 
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1902. The nets took 1,394 salmon of 14 lbs. average, 
and 19,109 migratory trout 4 lbs. average. 83 rods at 205., 
41 at I ay., 82 at 55., 28 week and day ; no return of their 
catch procurable. I cannot but think that the foregoing 
statistics show very plainly the blighting influence of the 
hang-nets ; the history of the Tyne, in brief, is that between 
1862 and 1872 the river and its tributaries were thoroughly 
opened up, which resulted in an enormous increase in its 
salmonida. In 1867 the hang nets made their appearance, 
and for the following five or six years they captured vast 
numbers of fish ; then their terribly destructive powers began 
to tell, and from thenceforth they slowly, but surely, played 
havoc with the fish ; as proof of this, in the five years — both 
inclusive — from 1883 to 1887, the nets of the whole river 
averaged 25,450 salmon per season, while in the same period 
the rods showed the splendid return of 2,004 salmon each 
year; in the five years from 1897 to 1901 the average take 
of the nets fell to 10,032 salmon, while the rod catch had 
dwindled down to an average of 457 fish per season. At 
that rate of decrease, and if matters remain as they are, then 
in another thirty years the Tyne will be a salmonless river. 
Now that the hang nets have been established for over thirty- 
five years, they have become a difficult problem to deal with, 
and perhaps my readers may think I have ** slated " them all 
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too severely, but I cannot help hating nets that kill alike 
both kelts and clean fish ; for it is such a very wasteful pro- 
ceeding. Therefore, probably the best way to restore the river 
would be to enlarge the Sanctuary or Playground, while 
slightly curtailing the netting and rod season, especially at 
their termination ; thus, if netting ended on the 1 5th August 
instead of on the 31st, and began on the ist April instead of 
the 1st February (whereby the kelts would be given a chance 
of escaping the hang nets), and if the rods began with the 
nets and came oflf on the 15th October, in lieu of the 31st, 
it does not need much of a prophet to foretell that the Tyne 
would in a few years reassume its proud position of the first 
salmon river in England. 

Carpe diem must, of necessity, be the net men s motto ; 
they are poor, and for the sake of wives and bairns they 
must keep the wolf from the door. As a whole they are a 
brave, hardy, honest, hard-working, law-abiding lot of stalwart 
men, amongst whom I am happy to have many friends. 
The loss of the fourteen days at the end of the season 
would, at first., undoubtedly hit them hard for a year or two, 
and perhaps some scheme could be devised of raising a fund 
for making that up to them during those two or three 
seasons ; after that I feel sure they would be grateful for 
the interference, for they would get more fish and better 
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ones by the 1 5th of August than they had ever before caught 
by the 31st of the month. 

The chief owners of the North Tyne are Mr. C. W. 
Bell of Highgreen Manor, Beliingham and Mr. W. H. 
Charlton, of Hesleyside, Beliingham, who still has the spur 
that the former ladies of Hesleyside were wont to serve up 
with g^eat ceremony on an empty dish whenever beef or 
mutton ran short ; a hint to ** ride out and get it *' that no 
Charlton of those days ever failed to take. A short distance 
below Beliingham the Rede joins in — a rocky-bedded river, 
which drains chiefly a moorland country while offering 
splendid spawning grounds to the fish. In the Wark district 
there are General AUgood of Blindburn and Colonel Fife 
Cookson of Lee Hall. The Lee Hall water, which is one 
of the best on the North Tyne, has its upper boundary just 
below the house at Countess Park, with the lower one at the 
Green Ford, a distance of two miles and comprising both 
banks, for Colonel Fife Cookson holds the angling on the 
north-west bank on a long lease from the Duke of North- 
umberland. It is never let and always strictly preserved, 
and, though the use of the gaff is lawful all through the 
season on this water, landing nets are used until the kelts 
have departed, and they are again brought into play in the 
late autumn for the preservation of fish that are off colour 
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and not worth eating ; also the angling is limited to fly only ; 
the largest size used is 2/0 Limerick, while most of the 
standard patterns will kill. There are seven principal pools 
or streams, all of which have to be waded with trousers, or 
boated ; commencing at the top of the water The Heugh 
comes first, a broad pool some quarter-of-a-mile in length 
and in parts twenty feet deep, with high and picturesque 
cliffs. Then comes the Devils Leap, with very good streams 
at the head of it, and when in good ply some parts of it are 
close on fifty feet deep. The Upper Dovecote follows, good 
on both sides, with a nice rising depth of water throughout. 
The Lower Dovecote is a short but good cast ; then passing 
Lee Hall, are the Halfway House, the Ash Trees and the 
Mill Stream, which is the best of these three casts and is 
quite 150 yards long with a nice rising depth of water. 
There is always ample fishing for two rods, while when there 
is a large stock of fish with the river at its best size there 
is room for three. The rods used vary from fifteen to 
eighteen feet, according to the time of the year, height of 
river and size of fish; May and June are the best months for 
spring salmon, July and August for grilse and migratory trout 
if there are summer floods ; some of the casts fish best when 
the water is heavy, while others that are narrower and rockier 
come into order a few days later. Salmon average about 
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14 lbs. and grilse 5 lbs. ; sea trout are rare and weigh from 
2 to 3 lbs., the best ever got here scaled 4 lbs. ; bull trout are 
numerous and average 4 lbs. with occasionally one going up 
to 8 lbs. ; the heaviest recorded scaled 10 lbs. Though the 
average catch made in this fine water has been lowered by 
the continuous droughts of recent years, a series of ordinary 
seasons would soon restore it to its former excellence. The 
best bag ever made on it was killed by Colonel Fife Cookson, 
who on the 6th October, 1885, caught five salmon, fifteen 
grilse, and five bull trout. To Sir Aubone Fife belongs 
the honour of the heaviest fish, a thirty-two pounder taken 
from the head of the Devil's Leap on 17th October, 1892. 
Then comes Mr. J. H. Ridley of Park End, a famous border 
name, though I am not able to say if this gentlemen is a 
descendant of that valiant Ridley who, so the border ballads 
tell us, ** thrust his spear right through Sim o' Cuthill's wame 
and then let fly a cloth yard shaft that struck Wat Armstrong 
in the ee." Next comes Mr. Thomas Taylor of Chipchase 
Castle, a very old, beautiful building, a famous border strong- 
hold in the days of the Herons, the peel tower of which 
has witnessed many a foray and scene of bloodshed. 

The Chipchase water extends for upwards of two-and- 
a-half miles on the left bank, and is perhaps the very best 
stretch of the river. Its eighteen fine pools are always in 
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the hands of the owner ; nearly all are waded, stockings will 
do, but trousers are better. The Straits, The Weir, Kath- 
erine's Pool, Rocks, Boat Pool, Mill Stream, Burnfoot and 
Gullet, are all famous casts. The water carries two rods 
very comfortably, though there is room for three, if necessary. 
April and May are the best months for spring fish, August 
for grilse, and July and August for sea trout. The gaff 
may be carried throughout the season, a rod of 17 to 1 8 ft. 
will be wanted ; the favourite flies are Wilkinson and 
other silver-bodies, Greenwell, Jock, Sunshine, Sir Richard, 
Stevenson, sizes downwards from Limerick 2/0. Bait lures 
are permitted, the natural minnow being the best ; salmon run 
about 14 lbs. and grilse 6 lbs. Since 1880, this section has 
averaged 100 fish per season, April and May yielding about 
a dozen each season ; sea trout and small bull trout are plenti- 
ful in July, August, and September ; the best flies are claret 
body, mallard wing, and yellow body with light drake wing. 

On October 2nd, 1883, Mr. Taylor and his brother-in- 
law, Sir Richard Waldie Griffith, caught 24 salmon and grilse 
weighing 215 lbs., the total take for the month to two rods 
being just 200 fish weighing 1,880 lbs. 

In 1885, the same two rods caught from 6th October 
to 1 2th, both inclusive, 100 salmon and grilse scaling 719 
lbs., mostly grilse, while the take to two rods for the whole 
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month was 248 fish, which, strange to say, weighed exactly 
the same as the 200 fish of October, 1883, viz., 1,880 lbs. 

In October, 1886, the months take was 130 salmon and 
grilse, averaging 13 lbs. Here are some of Mr. Taylor's 
best days : — 
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From the forgoing it will be seen that the autumn 
sport of the North Tyne is often very good, and though of 
late years the river has fallen off sadly, there, is consolation 
to be found in the fact that this very wet year of 1903 
has brought more fish up to the spawning beds than have 
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been seen since 1891. There has, however, been too much 
water for good angling, and except on the quite high reaches 
very few were caught, for during the whole of September 
and October floods were so continuous and so heavy that 
angling was impossible. 




CHIPCHASE CASTLE. 



Lower down in the neighbourhood of Humshaugh there 
are Mr. W. D» Cruddas of Haughton Castle, the Rev. James 
Allgood of Nunwick, Mrs. Isabel Clayton of The Chesters, 
the ancient Cilurnum and once the most important station on 
the Roman Wall; then, near the junction with the south 
river, there are Mr. C. E. Straker at High Warden and the 
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Rev. G. Cruddas at Warden. At the top of the river the 
Duke of Northumberland is the owner of a long stretch of 
the upper waters ; it is his on both banks, from the source 
to the Lewis Burn junction and thence on the left bank to 
Falstone ; down to Plashetts Station it is strictly preserved, 
and no permission is given ; for about four miles from below 




HAUGHTON CASTLE. HUMSHAUGH. 

Plashetts leave is freely given on application to the Estate 
Office at Alnwick Castle. There are practically no spring 
or summer fish up here, but with water-plenty they make 
their appearance in September and October. All lures are 
permitted, while the standard flies will kill. Naturally, so near 
to the hilly sources, the water rises and falls very quickly. 

VOL. n, N 
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The North Tyne offers the angler every variety of 
angh'ng : sometimes there are reaches of quiet water rolling 
by timbered banks, at others there are wild rushing runs 
through rocks ; at times no wading is wanted, at others the 
trousers are imperative, while the going is of all sorts, and 
some of the streams are so strong that it is hard work to 
keep one s feet ; the river is subject to sudden spates and 
very quick rises, so the angler must keep his eyes open for 
indications of a water rush, or he may find himself in a fix ; 
sharp eyes will usually detect small sticks and leaves come 
floating by, which are nearly always the precursors of a 
sudden rise ; under such circumstances anyone who is wading 
deep will do well to make for the bank and watch events 
for a short time. 

On the South Tyne the chief owners are Lord North- 
bourne at Langley Hall, Mrs. Blackett Ord at Whitfield 
Hall, Mr. E. Joicey of Blenkinsopp Hall, Haltwhistle, and 
Mr. E. A. Webster of Unthank Hall, this last-named house 
being the reputed birthplace of Bishop Ridley, the martyr ; 
and then at the Allen junction Mr. J. B. Lowes comes in 
at Bardon Mill. It is a more rapid though not such a good 
salmon river as the northern stream, for its temperature 
is lower, and its pollutions are great. 

On the Tyne proper the chief owners are Mr. J. C. 
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Straker at the Leazes, Hexham, Mr. H. Cuthbert at Beau- 
front Castle, Miss Allgood at the Hermitage and Mr, 
M. Robson ; at Corbridge there is Mr. J. H. Straker ; at 
Bywell Mr. Wentworth Beaumont. 

From the junction the Tyne proper is a broad, shallow, 
rolling stream, with occasional deep pools. Though angling 
begins at Wykm, almost directly above the tideway, there is 
nothing very good between there and Bywell. The Beaufront 
Castle water is a good stretch of about a mile on the left 
bank, which is at times let with the castle. There are four 
large pools, the Upper and Lower Thorns, and the Devils 
Water being the best. One pool is boated, the others want 
wading trousers and an i8-ft. rod. March and April are 
the best spring months, Poynder, Jock, and Thunder and 
Lightning the favourite flies, the natural minnow the best 
bait lure. The average catch is from 60 to 70 fish — half in 
spring and the rest in autumn — average weight 14 lbs., grilse 
5 lbs. ; here, in the good times, Mr. W. Adamson had 31 
autumn fish in two days, and the Keeper Robson 14 in a 
day-and-a-half. There are sea trout in June and July, 
which range between 2 and 3 lbs. ; small flies with yellow 
bodies are the local favourites: the heaviest recorded spring 
fish weighed 30 lbs., and the largest autumn one 38^ lbs., 
caught October 12th, 1897. 
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Here, as throughout the whole river, the salmon have 
been much on the decrease for the past few years. At 
Howford, Mr. Mewburn owns the left bank of the junction 
stream for about three-quarters of a mile, the whole of it 
being waded by trousers. This used to be a fine piece of 
water, from which the glory has departed ; a sad tale coming 
from every fishery in the river. 

The close time for nets is from September ist to 
February ist ; for rod, from November 2nd to February 
I St; for trout, from October ist to 21st March. 

The Chairman of the Board is Mr. Thomas Taylor, 
Chipchase Castle, Wark. Clerk: Mr. J. Gibson, Hexham. 
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Chapter XV 

THE WEAR 

As this is one of the salmon rivers that have been ruined 
by pollution, there is nothing to be said about its angling. 
Rising in the north-west of Durham it flows in an easterly 
direction past Stanhope, Wolsingham, Witton-on-Wear and 
Bishop Auckland, where it bends sharply to the north-east 
and passing Durham and Chester-le-Street it makes an 
estuary at Hylton, eventually to find its way to the sea at 
Sunderland after a course of seventy miles, in which it drains 
455 square miles of country. 

In former times it was undoubtedly frequented by early 
running salmon : its waters, moreover, were well suited to 
their wants, the upper ones rattling merrily along over fine 
spawning grounds, while the lower ones flowed more sedately. 
Pollutions by ** slush " from lead mines, black water from 
coal washing, putrid water pumped from coal pits, ashes 
from collieries and iron works, and poisonous refuse from 
paper mills, gas works and chemical works, town sewage 
and every abominable refuse that a densely populated district 
could get rid of by putting into the river, effectually drove 
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the salmon from it. Nevertheless a fair quantity were 
netted in the sea at the mouth of the river, though the 
hardier bull trout still continues to face the polluted waters 
of the stream itself. It was not until 1880 that a District 
Board was formed, and in that year they issued 12 salmon 
rod licences at 5^. each. 

1 88 1. 53 licences at 5^., 994 trout ditto at i^. ; 10 
poaching convictions. 

1882. 51 at 5^., 1,193 21^ i'^« J ^2 poaching convictions. 

1883. 76 „ 1,242 „ 8 

1884. ^^ „ 1,442 „ n 

1885. 83 „ 1,493 „ 4 

1886. 114 „ 1,635 „ no return. 

1887. 141 M ^^ return ; 7 poaching convictions. 

1888. 115 „ 1,422 at i^. ; no return. 

1889. 124 „ ; 10 poaching convictions. 

1890. 160 „ 

1891. 189 „ ; 25 poaching convictions. 750 salmon 
and 400 migratory trout netted. 

1892. 215 licences at 5^., 1,683 ^^ ^^'\ ^3 poaching 
convictions. 400 salmon, average 10 lbs., and 300 migratory 
trout, netted. 

1893. ^9^ licences at 5^.; 18 poaching convictions. A 
very dry season, no returns of netting. 
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1894. 209 licences at 5^. ; 21 poaching convictions. 
3,750 salmon 12 lbs., 4,500 migratory trout of 3 lbs., netted. 

1895. 294 licences at 5^., they caught 400 migratory 
trout of 3 lbs. ; 1,809 at i^. ; 6 poaching convictions. 3,640 
salmon and 1,280 migratory trout netted. 

1896. 351 licences at 5^., caught 500 migratory trout. 
25 poaching convictions. 2,391 salmon of 11 lbs., 976 
migratory trout of 5 lbs., netted. 

1897. 3^9 licences at 5^., no return of their catch. 
2,056 salmon of 9 lbs., 1,924 migratory trout of 5 lbs. 13 
poaching convictions. 

1898. 289 licences at 5^., no returns of catch. 1,399 
salmon of 10 lbs., 2,972 migratory trout, netted. 

1899. 276 licences at 5^. 1,822 salmon of 8 lbs. and 
4,835 migratory trout of 3 lbs. netted. 

1900. 262 licences at 5^. 1,268 salmon of 10 lbs. and 
5,313 migratory trout of 3 J lbs. netted. 

1901. 282 licences at 5^., 988 trout licences at 2^. 
1,120 salmon of 9 lbs. and 10,572 migratory trout of 3 J lbs. 

1902. 1,251 salmon of 10 lbs. and 8,297 migratory trout 
of 4 lbs. netted. 255 licences at 5^. = ;^63. 15^.; 1,017 at 
2^. = ;^ioi. 149. 27 poaching convictions. 

From the forgoing statistics it will be seen that the 
sea netting is still fairly productive : also that about 275 

N»2 
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persons are willing to pay 5^. a season for the privilege of 
catching bull trout. I have not been able to ascertain if 
these bull trout are fresh run fish ; in the Tyne, Coquet and 
Aln, when newly run, they are notoriously bad risers to the fly 
or takers of baits. Do, then, the clean bull trout of the Wear 
alter their character in that particular stream, or are most of 
these 5^. salmon licences taken out in order to catch them in 
the kelt stage, when they will take fly or bait quite freely? 

1903. For the first time for a great many years two or 
three salmon were caught in the autumn. The phenomenal 
rains of this wet year so cleared out the pollutions by 
keeping the river in one constant flood, that a few true 
salmon were tempted to enter it — ^just a little flare-up before 
the candle goes out ! The river is given over to the interests 
of coal and commerce, and it only remains to be hoped that 
the Pollution Laws (aided by scientific discoveries in the future 
which will prove that much of the refuse now turned into the 
river can be converted into by-products of a profit-yielding 
nature), may •be so strengthened as to restore the salmon to 
the Wear in spite of the increasing industries on its banks. 

Close time for nets from ist September to ist February, 
for rods from 2nd November to ist February. 

Chairman of the Board: Colonel T. C. McKenzie, 
The Cedars, Sunderland. Clerk: M. W. Halcro, 52, John 
Street, Sunderiand. 
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Chapter XVI 

THE TEES 

Rises from Cross Fell (2,930 feet), and for the first few 
miles forms the march between Cumberland and Westmor- 
land; then entering Durham, it divides that county from 
Westmorland up to Maize Beck, where it becomes the divi- 
sion with Yorkshire; a little above Hoi wick is the celebra- 
ted High Force, a sheer fall of some seventy feet; it then 
passes Middleton-on-Tees, Romaldkirk, Cotherston, Barnard 
Castle, Gainford, Darlington and Yarm, to find an estuary at 
Stockton with Middlesbrough at its mouth. This estuary 
is some twenty-five miles long, and, inclusive of it, the river 
has a course of ninety-five miles, in which it drains 744 
square miles of country. In 1862, for thirteen miles below 
Stockton Bridge, there was a public right of netting, which 
was carried on by draught nets. Above Stockton the water 
was private, but also severely netted up to Dinsdale Dam, 
five miles above the tideway, and past which salmon could 
not ascend, unless in times of very heavy floods, for there 
was a perpendicular fall of seven feet : then between Dinsdale 
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and Barnard Castle, there were eleven more fishing weirs, 
which would have been fatal to any other river than the 
Tees ; owing, however, to its elevated and moorland sources, 
rainfalls quickly produced floods so heavy as to bring the 
waters above and below these weirs to one level, and thus 
the fish were enabled to ascend right up into the Lune tribu- 
tary, the highest accessible portion of the river. The Greta, 
twenty miles in length, joins the main stream at Rokeby 
Castle, and at this period its waters were greatly polluted 
by the washings from numerous lead mines. The Tees is a 
late salmon river, so much so, that the fishermen seldom 
commenced to net before June. 

In 1863, the Tees Salmon Fishing Landowners' Associa- 
tion placed passes on WycliflFe and Whorlton Weirs, while 
simultaneously Sir Talbot Constable at Ovington, Mr. Morritt 
at Rokeby, and Mr. LongstafTe at Barnard Castle generously 
abandoned their fishing weirs for the good of the river, a 
proceeding which resulted in a larger supply of fish than had 
ever been seen. Between High Force and Eggleston, six 
salmon were caught by rod ; from Cotherston to Whorlton 
40 more were taken, and 50 others near Darlington. 

1867. A Board of Conservators was formed who licensed 
81 rods at 20^. each, their united take being between 50 and 
60 fish ; 10,000 netted. 
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1868. 61 rods at 20s., 70 nets at ^5. An unsuccessful 
attempt was made to place a fish pass in Dinsdale Weir. 

1869. 59 rod licences; 64 poaching convictions. Avery 
dry season. It was suggested that the Conservators should 
buy up Dinsdale Weir and pull it down. 

1870. 49 rod licences ; 21 poaching convictions. Further 
futile attempts were made to take the fish up Dinsdale. 

1 87 1. 72 rod licences; 10 poaching convictions. 

1872. 70 „ „ ; 8 „ „ 

1873. 88 rod licences. 4,712 salmon of 8 lbs., and 3,400 
migratory trout of 2-^ lbs. netted. 

1874. The Cail Pass at Dinsdale was said to be fairly 
effective, and a gradual improvement in the fisheries was 
reported, one netter telling the Fishery Inspector that he had 
averaged 72 fish a season for the past eleven years, whereas 
in the eleven years from 1850 to 1861 his take had only 
averaged 47 a season. 88 rod licences at 25^. ; no returns of 
takes of rods or nets ; 23 poaching convictions. 

1875. 97 r^ licences at 255.; a fairly good angling season. 

1876. 77 „ „ 25^. ; a bad season. 

1877. 106 „ „ 25^.; a very good season. 

1878. 95 „ „ 25^.; a moderate season, 

At this date Mr. R. H. Allen, of Blackwell Hall, 
Darlington, was Chairman of the Board. 
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1879. 105 rod licences at 25^. They caught 669 fish 
averaging about 10 lbs. It was estimated that 2,140 salmon 
were netted. 

Colonel Scurfield, of Hurworth, became Chairman of the 
Board. 

In this year wonderful sport was had in the pool below 
Dinsdale locks, and it is extraordinary that the Annual 
Reports of the Conservators to the Fishery Board should 
have made no mention of these days of remarkable sport. 
My old friend Mr. George Whitehead, of Deighton Grove, 
York, a tall, powerful man and a daring wader, sends me 
the following account of a great day he had in 1878: ** I 
don't fancy the pollution is appreciably worse at the present 
time (1902) than it was when I knew it : at that time it was 
thought that the water from the lead mines sickened the fish 
and made them difficult to rise ; Monday was always con- 
sidered the best chance of taking fish, as there was no 
mineral water coming down on Sundays, and it was generally 
late in the afternoon before it affected the water below Dins- 
dale on Mondays; at that time the dam, with about two 
miles below, belonged to three brothers — the Messrs. Surtees 
— but the pool immediately below the dam, and some 130 
yards long, is where I had jill my sport. On the laist 
Monday in September I left home at 5.30, and catching the 
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6 o'clock train from York to Darlington, I drove on to 
Dinsdale locks. On arriving there I found one of the 
tenants hard at work : he had caught three fish, but wished 
to give up as soon as he saw me ; however, I insisted he 
should at least fish the pool out, so I went up to the house 
for breakfast, and then gave the water an hour's rest. I 




DINSDALE DAM. 



started with a small •Charlie' (a favourite Lochy fly) on the 
tail, with a Silver Doctor as a dropper. I killed six fish the 
first time down, without losing one — all on the Charlie. 
After another hour's rest, having in the meantime put up a 
Charlie as drop fly, I tried again, and hooked six fish and 
landed five, two on the tail, three on the dropper : then 
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another hour's rest, and with the same flies I hooked seven 
and landed four — two on each fly — ^then, the last time down, 
without resting the pool, I hooked seven and only landed 
one — sixteen fish in all — largest 22 lbs., smallest 5^ lbs. I 
reached home at 9.15, and I think this was a wonderful 
days sport. In the year following, also on a Monday, near 
the end of September, I killed fifteen fish, and during the 
greater part of the day two of the brothers Surtees were 
fishing in the same pool, but they could not wade so deep, 
and consequently could not get so well over the lie of the 
fish, for the best holding portion is right over on the York- 
shire side, and most of my fish were hooked in that county 
and landed in Durham. I often fished this pool on other 
days than Monday, but never had any great success." 

1880. 10 1 licences at 25^. 

1881. 92 licences at 25^. 25 poaching convictions. 523 
salmon were killed by rod in the upper waters in addition 
to those caught below Dinsdale. 

1882. loi licences at 25^. A very bad season. 

1883. 91 licences at 25^. 10 poaching convictions. 

1884. 74 licences at 25^. Very few fish in the river. 

1885. 72 licences at 25^. 

1886. 96 licences at 20^. 36 poaching convictions. The 
rods killed 951 fish averaging 10 lbs. 
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1887. 94 licences at 20s. They caught 499 fish. 

1888. 85 licences at 205. They caught 400 fish. 1,350 
trout licences at i^. 9 poaching convictions. 

1889. 80 rod licences at 20^. They caught 293 fish. 
1,803 trout licences at i^. 

1890. 81 licences at 20s. They caught 273 fish. 2,270 
trout licences at i^. 

1891. 80 licences at 20^., caught 652 fish; this was 
the best season for the last five years ; 2,598 trout licences 
at i^. 18 poaching convictions. 

1892. 10 1 rods at 20s ^ A very good season, but no 
returns made. 2,845 ^^^^^ rods at i^. 

1893. 85 rods at 20s. 

1894. 108 rods at 20s. 8 poaching convictions. The 
Conservators purchased Dinsdale Dam and pulled it down. 
The Right Hon. James Lowther, 59, Grosvenor Street, W., 
became Chairman of the Board. 

1895. 123 rods at 20^. 14 poaching convictions. 2,635 
rods at i^. There was a very large increase in the stock 
of fish all over the river, chiefly owing to the removal 
of Dinsdale Dam, though assisted also by the decay of 
the lead mining industry and the consequenct absence of 
pollution. 

1896. 107 rods at 20s. 6 poaching convictions. 
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1897. 105 rods at 20s. 21 poaching convictions. 2,600 
rods at i^. 

1898. 122 rods at 205. 17 poaching convictions. 

1899. 92 rods at 205. 37 poaching convictions. 

1900. 10 1 rods at 205. 14 poaching convictions. 

1 90 1. 90 rods at 205. 23 poaching convictions. 

1902. 107 rods at 20^. 25 poaching convictions. 1,681 
trout rods at 2^. 6d. The salmon rod licences produced 
;^i07; the trout ditto ;^2io. 2^. 6d. 

From these statistics it will be seen that from 1881 to 
1 89 1 spasmodic attempts were made to give a return of the 
number of fish caught by rod, while for the last ten years no 
mention of net or rod catch has been made. Surely this 
is an omission that might easily be rectified if the Water 
Bailiffs were instructed to send a weekly report to Head- 
quarters of all the takes which came under their actual 
notice. Owing to a mitigation of the pollution of the Skerne 
tributary, for the first time in living memory sea trout were 
seen in it ; on 4th January, 1902, they were noticed to be 
spawning near St. Cuthberts Bridge in Darlington. It is 
believed also that the Tees is becoming an earlier river than 
formerly, as clean fish were seen in April, and one of 12 lbs. 
was killed by rod at Stapleton near Darlington in the first 
week of that month. 
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Lord Barnard of Raby Castle is the largest riparian 
owner of the Tees, which on the Durham side bounds his 
property for a little over twenty-three miles. Applications 
for permission to fish for trout over the whole of this long 
stretch of* water may be made to the Estate Office, Raby 
Castle ; upwards of 500 permits are usually given each 
season. The salmon angling is kept in the owners hands, 
but considering the length of the water it does not yield 
many fish. April and October are the two best months. 
The standard flies will kill. Trousers are best for the 
lower reaches, stockings will suffice for the higher ones ; the 
gaflr may be carried throughout the season. 

The Darlington Angling. Club rents a considerable 
stretch of the river lying between Merrybent Bridge and 
Croft-on-Tees, in which there are about nine good pools 
fishable dry shod, with others easily commanded by wading 
stockings. From May to July is the best period for grilse 
and sea trout ; September and October for salmon. The 
standard patterns will kill, though claret bodies are the 
favourites. The average catch on the Club water is about 
twenty fish a season, the majority being taken in the last 
two months of it. They vary in weight from 8 to 25 lbs., 
grilse from 3 to 5 lbs. On 17th of October, 1900, Mr. 
McDermid took five fish weighing 69^ lbs., headed by one 

VOL. II. O 



2IO 2HE SALMON RIVERS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

of 1 7 lbs. ; on the same day Mr. Spreckley had other three 
of 2\\, 1 8 and i6 lbs. 

Sea trout average about i\ lbs. and rise well to the 
Bustard, the Zulu, and Claret and Mallard. The Club water 
keeps in good order for about a week after a flood. Annexed 
are the Rules, &c., of this well-managed Association. 

DARLINGTON ANGLERS' CLUB. 
RULES. 

That the Qub be called "The Darlington Anglers' Club," and 
the Members thereof shall contribute towards the expenses of preserving the 
Fishery, and shall not exceed 50 in number. 

That the election of Members be by the Committee. Any gentleman 
desirous of becoming a Member of the Club shall send an application to the 
Secretary, together with a written recommendation by a Member of the Club, 
and the Secretary shall thereupon call a Meeting of the Committee for the 
purpose of considering such application. 

The Annual Subscription shall be ;^i. 5^. o</. for the Trout Fishers, 
and £,\. los. od. for the Salmon Fishers, payable by each Member respectively 
in advance, on or before the first day of Aprils to the Secretary of the Club, 
except in the case of members' sons or daughters under 18 years of age 
(who shall not be considered full members), when the Annual Subscription 
shall be 5^. 

Every gentleman on being elected a Member of the Qub shall pay an 
Admission Fee of Ten Shillings, in addition to his Annual Subscription. 
That Sons of Members be eligible for election without payment of the above 
Admission Fee. 

Every Member upon paying his Annual Subscription shall have issued 
to him a Ticket entitling him to fish (Sundays excepted) between sunrise and 
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sunset at the times mentioned in the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries* Acts, 
1 86 1 to 1892, or in Bye-Laws made in pursuance thereof (except Trout Fishing, 
which is not permitted before the ist of April). 

Gentlemen, on the recommendation of a Member, may obtain a day 
ticket on application to the Secretary for 55. to fish for Salmon and for 
2J. 6d, to fish for all other kinds of fish. (The Tickets to be issued only to 
persons who live beyond a radius of 30 miles from Darlington). 

Every angler will be expected to carry his ticket with him, and, when 
lequested, to show the same to any Member, or Riparian Owner, or 
Tenant. 

No trout shall be taken under seven inches in length. Any Member 
infringing this Rule will subject himself to a Fine of a^. 6d, for each under- 
sized fish found in his possession, or, in the discretion of the Committee to 
a penalty of £1 or expulsion from the Club. 

Anglers are requested to keep on the banks and footpaths of the river, 
to abstain from committing damage to the woods, plantations and fences, 
and to take care that no dogs accompany them under any plea whateves. 

The Board of Conservators is an unusually large one, 
consisting of some eighty-five members, with the Right Hon. 
James Lowther as Chairman, and Mr. T. M. Barron, Church 
Row, Darlington, as Clerk, in succession to the late Mr. 
M. B. Dodds, who had held the office for twenty years. 

Close time for nets from September ist to February 
ist ; for rods from November ist to February ist; for trout 
from October 2nd to i6th March. 
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Chapter XVII 

THE YORKSHIRE ESK 

Rises some 1,300 feet above sea level from the moors of 
Farndale, Basedale and Westerdale, and throughout its course 
of about twenty-five miles, in which it drains 146 square 
miles, it is the recipient of numerous tributaries, and for 
this reason the width and volume of its lower streams are 
remarkable in proportion to its size. It falls into the sea at 
Whitby without forming any large estuary. In 1863, there 
was a fishing mill dam at Ruswarp, a little above Whitby, 
for which the miller paid ;^50 a year; here he caught 
many migratory trout, with a few salmon : a mile higher up 
was another dam with no pass in it, but though no salmon 
have been caught in its coops for many years, yet, in times 
of flood, about 200 migratory trout averaging 2\ lbs. were 
taken in each favourable season ; above this there were five 
other obstructions, some of which had contrivances for cap- 
turing fish, and with all these obstacles it was surprising the 
salmonida of the Esk had not been fished out, as indeed, 
they had been so far as the true salmon was concerned. 
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1864. The removal of the stake nets from the coasts, 
the extension of the weekly close time, and the increased 
size of the lawful mesh of the nets, coupled with the making 
of free gaps in all the obstructive weirs, resulted in a large 
increase in the takes of nets and rods. From 1864 to 1870, 




THE ESK AT RUSWARP. 



the Fishery Board Reports make no mention of " this 
brilliant little river " as Mr. Walpole then styled it ; in the 
interval an Angling Association had greatly improved the 
river by strict preservation, and by their untiring endeavours 
to destroy the bull trout with the object of restoring the 
salmon, which they eventually accomplished by bringing ova 
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from the Tees, and starting a hatchery ; a remarkable matter, 
seeing that a similar experiment had been tried on a more 
costly scale in the Coquet, and had signally failed. 

1875. A District Board was first formed; 5 salmon 
averaging 5 lbs. and 65 migratory trout were caught by rod. 

1876. 28 hang nets and 3 draught nets caught 6,372 
salmon and trout. 51 rod licencees at 5^. caught 5 salmon 
and 82 migratory trout. 

1877. The nets took 5,641 salmon and trout. 60 rods 
at 5^. took 358 salmon and trout. 

1878. The nets took 4,043 salmon and trout. 56 rods 
at 5^. caught 15 salmon and 140 migratory trout. At this 
date Mr. C. Bagnall, Sneaton Castle, Whitby, was Chairman 
of the Board. 

1879. Nets took 4,227 salmon and trout. 93 rods at 
5^. caught 20 salmon and 271 migratory trout. 

1880. The nets took 2,032 salmon and migratory trout. 
105 rods, chiefly at 55., caught 57 salmon and 180 migratory 
trout ; there were a few weekly licences issued at 2$. 6d. 
and a few day at is. 

1 88 1. Nets took 3,376 salmon and migratory trout. 
44 rods at 10^. season, 36 rods at 5^. month, and 7 rods at 
2s. 6d. day, caught 120 salmon and 160 migratory trout. 

1882. Nets took 5,107 salmon and migratory trout 
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46 rods at 10^. season, 27 rods at 5^. month, and 3 rods 
at 2^. 6d. day, caught loi salmon and 82 migratory trout. 
Disease made its appearance. 

1883. Nets took 4,480 salmon and migratory trout. 54 
rods at 105. season, 32 rods at 5^. month, and 6 rods at 
2^. 6d. day, caught 160 salmon and 171 migratory trout 

1884. Nets took 5,883 salmon and migratory trout. 42 
rods at 10^. season, 18 rods at 5^. month, and 5 rods at 
2S. 6d. day, caught 170 salmon. 

1885. Nets took 4,720 salmon and migratory trout. 46 
rods at 10^. season, 53 rods at 5^. month, and 6 rods at 
2s. 6d. day, caught 573 salmon and migratory trout. 
Disease still bad. 

1886. Nets took 5,084 fish, chiefly trout, of from 3 to 
3 J lbs. 127 rods at los, season, 2 rods at 5^. month, caught 
522 salmon and migratory trout. There were nine con- 
victions for poaching, the largest number in the annals of the 
Board. 

1887. The nets took 5,963 fish weighing 20,555 lbs., 
102 rods at 10^. caught 435 salmon and migratory trout. 
313 trout licences at i^. 6d. Many people in the district 
attributed the success of the Association in re-introducing the 
salmon to the fact that they spawned later than bull trout, 
and so disturbed the beds of the latter when digging their 
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own ; this theory was, however, questioned by a careful 
observef who had noticed that the salmon, when making 
their beds, rarely cut into the actual furrow formed by a fish 
that had spawned earlier. 

In this season many fish were poisoned by the creosote 
of newly-laid railway sleepers being washed into the river^ 
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THE ESK AT GLAISDALE, 

Complaints began to be rife as to the ravages of the hang 
nets, their killing power being greatly increased by the tU^al 
practice of anchoring the shore end of the net : having 
pretty well exhausted the fish, the workers of these nets, of 
which there were about twenty-eight on an average, sug- 
gested that, as they could no longer make a profit, the fishing 
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time should be extended! The matter eventually came 
before Mr. Berrington, who summed up the situation as 
follows : — 

1. The Whitby nets are worked in the sea and take 

fish which may be presumed to be bred in the Tees 
and Yorkshire districts, as well as fish bred in the 
Esk. It would, therefore, be unjust to those districts 
if their fish were allowed to be taken by other 
fishermen at a time when their own fishermen were 
debarred from doing so. . 

2. To legalize the capture and consequent sale of the 

salmon of the Esk district at a time when the sale 
of salmon is forbidden in the adjoining districts, 
would remler the detection of offences committed in 
the latter more difficult, and would act as an en- 
couragement to illegal fishing. 

3. That the licence duty on hang nets {£2. los.) is low 

as compared with that levied in most other districts. 

4. The mode of fishing practised near the harbour en- 

trance is of an unduly destructive nature, and 
has not as yet been repressed by the Board of 
Conservators. 

5. The river is improving under existing r^^lations, 

and it is not advisable to interfere with the progress 
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which has been made in substituting the production 
of salmon for that of bull trout. 

6. It would be undesirable to alienate the upper pro- 
prietors, who have the control of the spawning beds, 
and, considering the exertions they have made, it 
would be unfair to reduce their opportunities of 
taking fish after the nets are removed. 

The suggestion of the hang netters was therefore 
negatived, 

1888. Nets took 4,611 fish, of which 4,349 were caught 
in salt water. 129 rods at \o$. caught 397 salmon and 
migratory trout ; 408 trout licences at i^. td. ; disease severe. 

1889. Nets took 3,303, of which 2,979 were caught in 
salt water; average weight 3^^ lbs.; 114 rod licences at 10^. 
caught 413 fish; disease bad. 

1890. Nets took 5,138 fish, weighing 23,168 lbs.; 102 
rod licences at \os. caught 335 fish. 

1 89 1. The sea nets took 5,125 fish weighing 30,460 lbs. 
This was the best angling year ever known. 119 rods 
caught 1,346 fish; one angler took 100, which averaged 
8 lbs. ; another 70 of 9 lbs. A ton and a-quarter of diseased 
fish were removed from the river. Ova was brought from 
the Tweed for the hatchery; about 60,000 healthy fry were 
placed in the river at a cost of 10^. per 1,000. 
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1892. Sea nets caught 6,525 fish = 36,207 lbs. ; 148 
rods took 740 salmon and migratory trout. Netting was 
prohibited within a certain distance of the river mouth. 

1893. Nets took 7,338 fish; a very dry season; 83 rods 
caught 929 fish, chiefly sea trout, but there was hardly any 
legitimate angling owing to the drought. In October the 
estuary was filled with sea trout waiting for a flood, when 
upwards of 900 were caught by foul hooking. 

1894. Nets took 9,551 fish = 37,788 lbs.; 97 rods 
caught 557 fish; 398 trout licences issued at \s. 6d. The 
Association turned in 4,500 yearling trout in the spring. 

1895. Nets took 7,312 fish = 36,791 lbs.; 123 rods 
caught 885 fish = 5,719 lbs. 

1896. Nets caught 6,403 fish = 36,369 lbs.; 135 rods 
took 604 fish = 4,651 lbs.; 350 smolts were marked with 
silver wire in the spring, none of them were seen again. 

1897. Nets took 7,451 fish = 32,645 lbs.; 113 rods took 
350 fish = 2,202^ lbs. 

1898. Nets took 6,377 = 27,544 lbs.; 89 rods caught 
191 « 1,048 lbs. A very dry season. 

1899. Nets took 10,561 - 45,642 lbs., heaviest 24 lbs.; 
122 rods caught 458 fish = 2,918 lbs., heaviest 19^^ lbs. 
First rod fish landed 17th May. 501 trout licences at i^. 6d. 

1900. Nets took 6,325 = 32,712 lbs., heaviest 28^ lbs., 
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average selling price is. \\d. per pound; 121 rods caught 
486 = 3,502 lbs., heaviest 20 lbs. First rod fish landed 
27th June, 

1901, Very dry and only about 40 fish caught above 
Ruswarp. 89 rods caught 131 fish, average weight t\ lbs.; 
nets caught 7,536 in sea. 
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1902. Nets took 8,681 - 39i402 lbs.; 102 rods caught 
232 8 1,981 lbs., heaviest 24 lbs.; first fish on i6th June; 
594 trout licences at i^. 6d. 

The Viscount Downe is the chief owner of the upper 
reaches, where the Lenholm and Danby Club, with a sub- 
scription of 215., has a nice stretch chiefly of trout water, 
though in times of water-plenty saltnonida are also caught. 
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Below this Mr. John Foster comes in, and, keeping a few 
pools round Eg^on Lodge, he lets the rest of his water to 
the Association. Then Mr. Francis Ley owns a nice reach 
of the river, the thanks of all anglers being due to this 
gentleman for his spirited efforts to suppress the hang nets 
of Esk mouth. From Sleights Bridge to Whitby the water 
belongs to Sir Charles Strickland, who permits the public to 
fish up to Ruswarp Weir. From Sleights Bridge to Glais- 
dale the Esk Association has eight miles of the best of the 
river, the Rules of which are as follows : — 

ESK FISHERY ASSOCIATION. 

Chairman: J. H. Keighlev, B.A., Spring Hill, Whitby. 
Vke-Chairman: H. A. H. Rastall, J.P., Turaerdale Hall, Ruswarp. 
Clerk : W. Brown, The Saw Mills, Whitby, (to whom all communications 
should be addressed). 

N.B. — The necessary Licences (Sahnon, los. ; Trout, is. 6d.) can 
be obtained from the Clerk. 

A map of the AssodoHon water can be obtained from the Clerk^ price Sixpence. 

Rules of the Esk Fishery Assooation. 

I.— The Qub shall be called the " Esk Fishery Association." 
II. — ^The number of Members is limited to Fifty. In case the ampli- 
cations for Membership exceed this limit, the matter shall be left in the 
hands of the Committee to settle, by ballot or otherwise, as they shall 
determine. Candidates must be proposed and seconded by two Members; 
such nominations to be made in writing and lodged with the Qerk, who 
shall record the same in a book kept for that purpose, which shall be open 
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for the inspection of Members. Forms of nomination can be obtained from 
the Clerk. 

III. — Fifteen Visitors' Tickets may be issued in addition to the above, 
subject to special regulations at the foot hereof. 

IV. — ^The Annual Subscription is Three Guineas, and is due on 2nd 
February. If any member has not paid his subscription by i6th March, 
the Committee may, in their discretion, remove his name from the list of 
Members. 

V. — Members on joining, or, after lapse of subscription, rejoining the 
Association, shall pay an Entrance Fee of Three Guineas in addition to 
the subscription. 

XII. — No one shall fish with more than one rod at a time, or use any 
set or night line, or any bait except artificial ones, worms, prawns, or dead 
minnows ; before the ist June the artificial fly only is allowed \ from the ist of 
June to the 30th June, the artificial fly and the minnow only. No fishing for 
Trout in Association waters before the ist day of April. 

NB, — In addition to the above restrictions, no worm or minnow fishing 
for trout is allowed in the Esk on the Egton Estate and between 
No. 10 and No. 9 railway bridges. 

XIII. — No Fish prohibited by the Salmon or Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 
or trout under eight inches, shall be taken, under a fine of not exceeding 
Five Shillings for each fish, at the option of the Committee. 

XIV.— All Sahnon, Salmon Trout, or Bull Trout foul-hooked must be 
forthwith returned to the water, with as little injury as possible. 

XV. — No fishing is allowed on Sundays, under a fine of not exceeding 
Five Shillings, at the discretion of the Committee. No fishing is allowed during 
the months of June and July, between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m., or 
during the rest of the season between the expiration of one hour after sunset 
and 7 a.m. 

XVI. — No Member shall fish for Trout for more than twenty-five days 
(or parts of days), and every Member shall give to the Keeper or send to 
the Clerk by post his day ticket signed and dated on the day used. Each 
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Member shall have five extra transferable day tickets for the use of guests 
staying in his house only, which must be signed and dated by the 
Member and given to the Keeper or sent by post to the Clerk on the 
day used. 

XVII. — No one shall employ the services of a professional fisherman 
or any keeper or attendant to fish on his behalf. 

XVIIL— No Dogs allowed by the River. 

XIX. — All Tickets must be paid for on issue. 

XX. — All Persons fishing must show their Tickets, and give their address, 
to any of the Members or Keepers of the Club, if requested. 

XXI. — The Keepers shall keep a diary of their work, and exhibit the 
same to the Clerk weekly, and shall be allowed (on their requesting it) to 
inspect any person's pannier, or other receptacle for carrying fish, and shall 
report to the Clerk any case of illegal fishing or breach of the Club Rules 
forthwith. 

XXII. — ^The Members of the Club shall be allowed the privilege of 
lending their Tickets to any friend actually stopping in their houses (not 
being a permanent resident therein), the names of all such persons, together 
with the name of the Member lending the ticket, to be taken by the Keepers 
and entered in their diaries. Any Member so lending his ticket to be 
answerable for any infringement of the Club Rules. 

XXIV. — The Committee shall have the power to order the prohibition 
from fishing and expulsion from the Club of anyone convicted of illegal 
fishing, or, after due warning, of infringing the Club Rules, and all persons 
so prohibited and expelled shall be ineligible to become Members, or to fish 
again in Club waters, unless re-elected by the votes of at least two-thirds 
of those present at the Annual Meeting. 

XXV. — The Committee shall have power to prevent the issue of a 
ticket to any person they may deem objectionable. 

Note.— Tickets (for Non-Members) for the fishing from Ibumdale 
Beck downwards are 21^. for the season, and li. td, for the day, and can 
be obtained from Mr. W. Sedman, Ruswarp Carrs. 
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The only baits allowed on this portion of the Association's water are 
the artificial fly, the artificial minnow, and the dead minnow. 

SPEaAL Regulations for VisrroRS* Tickets. 

I. — The number is limited to fifteen. 

II. — Each Ticket is available for twenty-eight days from date of issue. 

III. — ^The fee for the same is Three Guineas. 

IV. — A deposit of Ten Shillings must be paid upon the issuing of a 
Ticket, to be returned only in the event of the Ticket being surrendered on, 
or before, the evening of the day upon which it expires. 

V. — Tickets shall be issued in order of application, which must be 
made to the Clerk, in writing; nevertheless, the holder of a Ticket shall, 
notwithstanding this rule, have a preferential claim to the re-issue of his then 
present Ticket, provided he gives to the Clerk seven days' notice that he 
desires such re-issue, and paying the above subscription upon giving such 
notice. 

VI. — Holders of Visitors* Tickets are not entitled to a voice in the 
management of the Club, but are subject to the General Rules of the Qub. 

VII. — ^Visitors* Tickets shall not be available, whenever issued, after 
30th September. 

VIII. — A Visitor, for the purposes of the Club, shall be one who resides 
for at least fourteen days, within four miles (as the crow flies) of Whitby 
Bridge, or of any water rented by the Esk Fishery Association. 

IX. — The Committee desire it to be known that they will refuse the 
issue of a Visitor's Ticket to any person who has foul-hooked a fish in the 
tidal water or elsewhere and not immediately returned it to the water with as 
little injury as possible ; also that a ticket already issued to such person shall 
forthwith be cancelled. 

From the foregoing statistics it will be seen that this 
little Yorkshire Esk, presided over by an energetic Chairman 
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and backed up by a painstaking, indefatigable Clerk, is one 
of the very best managed rivers of the Kingdom. 

Chairman: Colonel Richardson, The Hall, Sneaton, 
Whitby. Clerk: Mr. W. Brown, The Saw Mills, Whitby. 

Close time for nets, September ist to February ist ; for 
rods, November 2nd to February ist ; for trout, October ist 
to March 15th. 

With this brilliant example of good management my 
work must come to an end, for such rivers as the Derwent, 
Wharfe, Nidd, Ure, Swale Ouse, and the Nottinghamshire 
Trent, have ceased to be worthy of discussion from a salmon 
anglers point of view. Formerly all these streams held 
salmonida^ and it is entirely owing to the poisons of pollutions 
that they are now Ashless. 

END OF VOL. II. 
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